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To the Right Worſhipful. 
_ and truly Religious Eſqurre, , 


Mr. E. BENL OW ES, 
of Brent-Hall in Eſſex, 
"of 


Wiſhech Internal, Extern11 , and: 
Eternal Happineſs, 


T was we!l anſwered by him, who being 


Ir 1s norhing ele but che Meditarion 
of Death. If a Man h uid 25% me, What 
time 15, I thizb I might fitly an,wer thus, 


Ir js nothing elſe bur rhe Meditation of * 


Eternity. Ox Lice 7s ht a Poſting unto: 
Death, and oxr Time a ſhorc days fail un- 
ro Erernity. Þ: this Time of life we are- 
as Pilgrims . and Scrangers , travelling to- 
wards our Coeleſtial Coun:ry, We are as 


Sailors, bond for the Haven of Eccraity.. . 


But-we miſt ran through many, trogbles be 
fore we can come t0.0ur journeys end.:.We 


muſt fail through ſalt- and bitter waters. + - 
ad paſs through the Gulf of Death, b:jore- | 

we cn come to Land, Trere ws a Land which - | 
# called, The Land. of the Living 3. an | 


there is, a_Lavd wnich1s called, The Lan 


=> 


A 3. Ok: | 


asbed, Whar this like was, /ai1 thas,, 
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: of Horror and Deſpair: There is a twos 
' fold Ererniry; either of the Blefſed, or 9 
; The Curſed: There is a twofold Life after} 
; Death ; either in Eternal joys, er Ecernal* 
| puniſhments, It is good therefore in this 
; ſhore life, to think upon that Life (ane 


$—ee , 


«2 S 
= 259- þ 
& 


| never ſhall haveenJ : It is good whil-ft we 
are on the way to think upon our: Journeys: 
; end: It is good in Time, whileſt we are} 
' ſailing, ts bave an eye (till xpen our Com- | 
| pals, and think «pon Eternity. To- things 
| x#pon Eternity, 3s 4 Soveraign Preſervative, 
| to keep us oa falling into Sin: To think | 
#p0n Eternal joys, ſweetens the 1a't and bit- 
' ter waters of Sorrows and Afﬀtictions : To 
think xpon Eternal Puniſhments, makes us-| 
| not to ſet our hearts.upon Temporal De. 
' Tights and Pleaſures. Heaven ts here on 
' Earth in part enjoyed, whileft we: raiſe up | 
| earthoughts to medira e upon it: dud Hel | 
| 2pay for ever be eſcaped, if by ſerious and fre= | 
| . qxent thoughts thereof, here in this life, we | 
' deſcend into it. Such thoughts as theſe , 
moved Drexelius to write theſe CONSIDE- | 
RATIONS, and me alſo to tranſlate them. 
He wrote upon a cercral ſubjet ; and te 
very Man-may challenge a part in ir, What: 
be wrote, he intended jor a pablich benefit; | 
avd.ſo did Tin the Tranſlation of it. T hope. 
He azd His ſhall fud never the worſe enter- | 
eeament , becauſe He is a Stranger , aud 
x 17.12 
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Frome from beyond Seas. It isthe honour of our 
i Wation to be kind and coxrteons unto Scran- 
gers. © He was commended unto me by a Tra- - 
eller, a moſt Ttligions and learned Gentle _ 
man. .( Be not angry with me, Mr, Benlowes, | _ 
if I ſay, He was as like you as edu ve in eve 
 reſpet$ + fr indeed. he was.) bred and brought 
up in the ROmiſh Religion, and: ſent beyond 
Seas to be confirmed in it, but yet bYought 
' home again by divine providence and reftored 
tro Wis Mother the Church of England, for 
| the Converſion, I bope, of many, ſmgled out 
| | bag his kindred to be a moſt Zealo'1s Prote- 
(ſtant; born to good Fortunes, and” yet net = 
' given to Pleaſures, wedded to his Books and - 
| Devotions , ſpending what ſome call idle oY 
time in the beſt company for the. edifying him> © © 
| ſelf or others 3 counting nothing. good which © WE 
be poſſeſſeth, but only that which be doth good 
1} withal; tubing more care to lay out his mony 
| | for the good of others, than others in layin "up 
' money for themſelves. T9 conclude, A Gex- | 
1 tieman of whom I may moſt traly ſay, That 
+ his Converfationis in heaven, his Diſcourſe 
| on things above, and his thoughts apon E; 
ternieſf ' Upon ſuch a mans commendation as 
"tHs, 1 could not but take a liking to the party 
commended, and the more I grew acquainted 
8 276th him, Fliked bim. It is the counſel of 
18 Horace. | | 2] 


: 


ww T—- 


atk. 


Tu. quem. commendes etiam atque etiam-, 


aſpice : ne mox 
Encutiant aliena tibi commiſſla pudz- 
- rem. - 
B:lieve me, Mr, Benlowes, Thave badſuch + :- 
experience of this party, whom here I comes | | 
mend unto you, that I dare confidently ſay, |" 
f you entertain him into your ſervice, you 
all never repent you of it. Philip of Mace- 
don appointed one every morning to ſalute | « 
him with a Memento of Mortality : Drex-- 
elius his office ſhall be, if you pleaſe, To be © 
Four Remembrancer., and every Morning, 
Noon, and Evemng, to round you in the 
ear with a Memento of Eternity. But 1 
hnow, that is ſo often in your thoughts, that 
Jou need not any. to put you iv Remembrazce 
of it. Neither yet do IT intend here, though 
T have a fair occafton, to ran over the Cta- 
logue of your Chriſtian Vertues, ſpecially 
that part of Chriſtian twins, your Piety and 
Temperance, with your Charicy and Bour-. 
ty. For the firſt, they that daily converſe 
with you , cannot hut ſee how you converje 
with them. The other pair go along With you | 
whereſorver you go, and though you deſrre to 
hide thim, cannot be concealed; in ſpecial,,. - 
many poor Scholars. godiy. aud devour Mi- | ! 
niſters 7z the Univerſity and atroad, of (e- | 
' weral Colledges, have bad a feeling them-. | } 
| ſelves of them, and. cannot- but. make them-| | 
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143 *Dedicatory. 
{Conſpicuous, : 24y palpable to,'otbers. Thiſe 
' ball raiſe you in your abſence ji my part, T 
do 20t lo .e to praiſe a Mas to hisface. *But 
! if the living hold their peace, the dead fhafl 

| Fiſe up and praiſe- you, T mean, thoſe many 


2 +85 
- Ro 
A 198 PRI 
-_ 


MM! 3d excellent Books , together -with.. other - ® 
| Wb rare monumen:s purchaſed at 4 great price, 


| which without. any. ſolicitation at. all, ont. of 
| meer affeftion yok bove to Saint John's Col- 
| ledge 3n Cambridge, where you were ſome- 


«times a Student, you have beſtowed on their 
'Library: Their Uira 


Idrary, but the moſt mag- 

» Rificent work , and Eternal Monument of | 
"the Meccenas of our. age, John Lord. Biſhop + 
+ of Lincoln, and true lover of Learning 4 | 


i 


Patron of Sfholars, And now it appears, 1 
Mr, Benlowes, that you-bave leſs need of "2 
- Drexelius his ſervice than bejore. - But bow- Re. 


ſorver, I pray you,” entertain bim: Let him "* 
have but the honour to wear your Cogni- E 
lance, and both He and I will pat is upon 
the fe of Thankful Remembrance ,. znd 4 
regifter it for a ſmgular af of your Bene« © 
 ficence; Pardon my boldneſs in this +: and _ - 
command ne in what liberal ſervice you 
pleaſe, , : » ' Mo 

__ Ralph Winterton, 

From Kings Coll. 

June 1. 1632. 
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- The Epiſtle co the 


READE R. 


bs ad If any Man, more curious ih cefifuring 


« 2 
Xx XY 
”& 
TY 
_— 


r 
© 


what is dotiefor a common govd, ra-- - 


rher thanſtudious Himſelf ro promote ir, 
ſhould queſtion me for medling in another 
Mans profeſſion, I might anſwer him iy his, 


_ bwnkind by way of queſtion, as Menzdtmus; * 
in Trrence anſwered Chrenes finding -faulc: * 


with him, Tartan abs re tua et ont tibs,} 
Alienz ot cures, exque mihil que ad it atti- 
»mr? Haſt thou ſo much Jeiſure as ro 


meddle with that which noching concerns , | 


thee ? 


" Burto ſatisfie thee( Courteous Reader). | 


who inrendeft, I know, with the Beer ga» 
ther Honey our of rhis garden of Eteyuity, 
and not Poyſon with the Spider ; Ehold ir. 
fit to acquaint thee with ihe true occaſion: 
thar moved me torranflate this book... No 
Divine1 am indeed, neither yer ch I be; 


if I would never fo fain : 1 would] were: . 


bur worthy the name of a Phyſician? But! * 
howloever. being deſtinated by the ſtatures |... 


of ny private Col.edge to. the ſtudy of Phy- 


fich, 1n the firſt place 1 TY” goad-to | 


ſpend fome time in Arithnetich, as being ! 


a ncceflary inſtrament and help im-my Pro- } © 
| | feſſion; | 
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{eſfox.z In, which I made fame progreſs, 
pete from Nuntration, Addiths, Sub 
aftion , Multiplication , Divafian, Redin 
Fon, to. the Golden Rule, or the Rule of 
Tirte, The Rule of - Falſhord, The Rule 
Proportion, ard, the Rules of Soctety , 
the reft.. But the knowledge of this coſime 
ſ> dear, tha I was forcedtoleavethe ſhudy. 
of it: For many nights rogether I was con * 
frrained againſt my will xo yeaeue Nume- 
ratiop oftner thay I would, telling theclecke, 


and could. take bur little reſt. Wheteupan 
I reſolved with my (elf to. leave the 4rath- 
metich School, and. {1 went: unto the Phy- 
fe and Muſick Scheals, imploring ar one 
a 


the ſame time Hippocrates and the 
Muſzs. Far at that time 1 turned the fit 
book of Aippacrates his. Apborifns inco 
Gr &s ra procure reft by Phy- 
t. Poctigal, Nunbeys 3 

And. 


Dawd 
conifſteth. inthe d 
of this ſhorrlife, by 
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To the Reader. _  \: 
rhe years of Eternity - Ando I fell upon 
* / rraviaring this book of Eteriity. And. 

this I" foemd by daily experience to tee: 
beſt 'y pnorzcon, that. cver I uſed;. for it 
brought me to reſt better than if I had ta- 
ken Diacodion. © Thus I found rhe old fay- 
mg true, here Philoſopby ends, there Phy-|| 
fich begins; and ' where Phyſick ends , there. 
Divinity b gins; which I interpret thus ( as. 
F found ir true* by experjence: ) When; 


|... Philoſophy *by accident, bad dong me harm,| 
<8 and Phy fick coal do me lixtle good, I ound. 
1, perfett belpin Divinity, . And having found; 
#1. .fomuch good by this book my ſelf, I could 
| +=, hor be ſo envious as not jmpart it unto 0+ 


j -,--> thersfor a Sovereign Medicine, to procure! 
quier ſleep. Nether is ir good for that one 

Iy (bur far unlike-ro orher medicines,which 

are only -good for ſome one diſeaſe, and, 

falling into* unskilfu! hands oftexirames. do 

more harm than 'good ).it is a Medicine; 

firting all: Ages; Complexions, Conditions, 
Places, Parts, Diſeaſts, S, iritual, and Cor-, 

oral wh: tſoever : It is a Medicine Preſer-| 

vative, Curative, Reſtorative : Ivis an Ate| 

fidote againſt the poyſon of ſin; It 1s Di- 

| famnum to drive our the fiery darts of Sz 
Wy gas ; It is Cathojigonro purge our all ill hu-| 
mours. . Ir is better” than Exhilarazs Gates) 

x, ro chear the Heart opprefled with Me- 

= . *Lancholy: It is an Acopon for all wearinek,) 
E868 an. 
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| To the Reader. 


| 2n Avadyron for all 'paitis, a Parcbreſfon | 
{ profitable for all things, or Al-good, Ir 
' 15 Panacea, Hearts-taſe, AH heal, It 1s a 
| rich Treaſay for Engliſhmen. A ſtore 
| bouſe for the diſeaſtd, and, The ready way | 
to. tone life, even en blefſed Etrrynty. Leer 
| ng Man 'now challenge me for ufarping 
' another Mans Office, or creſpaſling upon 
+ Diuines. I cannoc fee bur Divines and 
ec 5-19-yey onnge apree / 2 Boekr 
' arebufied about curing of Diſeaſes either 
 Syivituabor Corporal; And here is a Mts 
cine for both.” 'Take ir and uſe ir, Chri- 
ſtian Reader 3 and thou fhalt find by thine 
ownexperience that it hath alle Vireves 
, S0I commend thee to the Phyſiioy 
both of Body avd Spd, ant hearcify' defire 
os Femporal and! Eternal Health and Wel- 
me. i'3 15 Be: 4:4 44 £ 


Ralph Winterton. 


From KingsColl . 
Jute 1, 1632. 
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P92. reach ch. Eremir, our thought fiſt 


 Onthe _ fieps 2nd ſtairs of Time. . 

: And, what.is Time? itis-by Ports call'd, 
And by moſt Painters repreſented bald : 
But Poets and rhe Painters are too bold, 
For Time was never yet a Minuteold : | 

' Noryer, God, Satury-like, doth it devour. 
The ifſue which! it breeds: For every hour: 
Werethena Murderer,Burt while we ſtrain, 
And all-created Natures for to gain | 
Time to their Inch of -:3xg; in theſtrife 
They quite burn outthe Taper ot their life.. 
Bur what's Eternity? Good Reader, look, 
Not on my Verſes, but upon this Beob:. © 
Which I do wiſh(and yer no harm)may be/ 
To all rrelafting, Stationer, bur to thee... - 


Richard Williams. 


Ae MEE wn 


UL 


7 HE this, Book Ti Eternity. 


* Ook © on a the Glaſs of had Mortality ; 
Behold che AMfirror of Eternity. | 
This Boob 1s both ; ag _— rhy face; | 
It-waxeth old,z. thy Glaſs othyrunap | 
Irus A inedF1N n once. todie;z,/ , ” | 
And after Death ſucceeds Eternity. - 
This Life's no. Life, which Time doth com- 
prchend, 

: But that's crue Life indeed, which ktiows 

g noend : 

This Book will teach thee ſq to /ive and dir, 
That thonmay'(t live unto Fterzity. 
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'| Upon this Book of Eternity. 


Nm \ 


_— Bob's 1 Nautich Chard 3 which 
_kepr in &ye, 
1 Doth point arch* Haven of bleſt Eternity. . 
[ © blefſed' Heaven! ] Ar which if thou 
. wouldſt Land. 
Let not this Chard depart out: of thine 
hand, 
S. L 
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p The Firſt Conſideration. 
What Oy _ s 


Chap. I, Page. 
WA# men of ſormer times haze l_ 
_.. of Exernity, and how they have - 


repreſented it. 4 
H, The feers ſtnſe and meaning of. Sripture 
unfolded 
II. Wo the place of Eternity is called ry 
Manſion. | 18 


The Second Conſideration. 


In what things Nature reprſemerh Eters: | 


nity, 23 
I, het things are Eternal in Hell, 26 
| I, Why 
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F | 77k Why Mell © is Eterxal. - 
Uh Other motives to the Conſideration of 6 X. | 
refaury draws from Nature, 35 


The Third Conſideration. 


Whereinthe old Romans principality placed | 
their Eternity. 4T | | 
'F. How far the Romans bave gone aſtray | 
| fromthe true waygf Eternity» ST. 
W 11. 4 better way.than the jormer which the | 
Y . Komans followed to Erernity. . 60 
NI, That che- way of Eternity, is diligently. 
| ; asd carejull to b& ſougbt after. Wh 7a 


| The Fourth Conſideration. - +. 
Þ ow holy Devin mediraced upon Eternity, © © |} 
| and how we ſhauld imitate him. 5 
'T, Divers Admonitions to think «p01 Exer- 


= [8-0 Y”} | 
IL. That Erernity tranſcends al uambers of i -/ 
n | CEE Fu * 
TH. What effe# and fruit the conſpderation 0 
» Exernity bringeth forth. - 94 


| The Fifth Conlideration. 


How others, even wicked Men chemſelves,. | 
have medicated upon ——_ on: | 
I. The | 


Ha: 
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HH: What: 5s the beſt queſtion inthe World. 


Wrrharg 19" Wink, Wy 


"HI. How” God .purifheth (here, that be may 
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F. The Wee" Tu mans labors and the . 
Spiders, one with another. res 
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Jpare hereafter. A irapge —_— 6 *-1 a 


The Sixth: Conſiderations 


How the Holy. Sctiprure in mafy FI 
" reacheth us to meditate upon mars 4a 


123, 
I... The anſwtr of the Holy Fathers and the- 
"Church about this. 12g 


II, Clear Ren ara of Divine Scripture CON 
: nt. 7s This i i, : G tripe of that which Po | 
; ut 


came, is but as 4 &op. to the Octan. 149! 


The Seventh Conſideration. 


How Chriftians uſe to paint Eternity: . 57 
I. Chriſt Inviting. 60. 
II\ Adam: {amenting. 4IP0 be 2 
THE.' The Raven crodhing. * *' © 16s 


The Eighth Conſideration. 
How Chriſtians ought not only to bokup- 
Sn, on 


234 ral he Contents. 


| | I85 
| 1. Eternity doth not only cut -4 all comfort 
- Il--Ecernity4s a Sea, and a three-braded Hy- 


« 
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en the Emblems and Pifures of Etep- 
nity, bur come home. and look within 

_ themſelves, and-{eriouſly meditate up- 
on the thing it. ſelf; 

_ and _taſe, but even all hope a'ſo. I91 


" dra# I[t'35salſo-a fountain of -al-joy. 195 


' HI. -How ſweet and precious the taſte. of E- 


rernity 75, 200 


The Ninth Conſideration. 


: Seven- Concluſions. about theſe Cenſidera- 


rions of Eternity. 215,217,219, 221, 
223, 227, 231, 


| I = Puniſhments of Eternal death, 242 
II. 


e reward of Eternal life. 253 


BI. The Con:lufron of all. 267 
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. What Btonity 3 is2 


) Inmides_being ked by Excero - 
| ev Ber What a bk: 
urban oneday - dz! N ts 
to ns AT and afrer  Deor. | 
one day ving not yer Þ - 
found ic oureied yer tns days morerp | Wn 
ir ; and afrer two. © 
is be der ree : and toconclude | 4 
he had no anſwer to return uno EE 
lay King bur vhis, That che morehe "1 
hougp ir, the mereſtill he might; | MF 
for t Fecher he bufied himſelf in the -——— 
(earch wes, the ov he was from —_— 
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= > The firſt Conſideration 
=: finding ir. Theching tha: we arc herenow 
ro.contider upon is 7 ternity : andthe firſt 
queſtion that cfecs ir ſeif unro our con- 
ſiderarion 1s, #hat Eterni'y 3s ? 
Lib. s.* Bottius faith, Thar it 15 airoge- 
ae Conſ. therand art once, the intire and 
perfe& polleflion of a life thar 
never ſh:11 have an end. And le: noman 
rake ir jll, if we ſay that ir cannot. be 
known, and that the more we ſearch into 
tr, the more we loſe our ſelves in the 
ſca-chof ir. "For how can rhar be defined 
which kach no bounds or limirs? It 4- 
ny anan-urge us further and defire us to 
ſhadow ir-our, ac leaſt by ſome, - though 
. obſcure, deſcription: our anſwer ts, That _ 
ic may Ealter-.be done by declaring what | 
ic 1s not, rather than_ what it is; .ſo. 
-_ _*_ Hgorth Plato concerning God: - 
In Ti- what God is, faith he, that'r. 
"Mane {now not? What he i310t, that T* 
F tnow. So Aueg«ftine Biſhop of. 
Hippo, in his fixty fourth Sermon upon 
the words of our Lord, defcrie h therrue 
'beaticrude which is In Heaven, by remo-. 
'ving from ir the very rhoughr of allcvi|, 
me may more eaſily find, fairh he, what #; 
not there, than what is. In Hexuen there 
& - either grief, nor ſorrow, or g nury, wt 
defeft, n:y viſeaſe, nor death, nor - any evil - 
$2 may we ſay concerning Eternity--:ForY+ 
| k.; "5 ' what Q \ 1 4 - 


pp 
23 = = 
P : b- #4 - 
- . » * - _ . 3 
q v3. - 
\ "> - 
« n . 


<0 
> 
EA OW, 


"ſpon Eternity. © 
whatſoever i in this life we either fee with 
Our eyes,or let in by our outward | 
ſenſes, th.:r is nor Erernal. For 2 Cor. + 
; the things that are. ſeen, ſaith 4. 18. 
t Sc. -Paut, art temporal, bat the 
things-which are nog ſeen are Eternal. Her:ce 
eyery ran may ſay, This myjoy, 
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} my pleaſiires and delights, rhis trcafure, "2 
i this honour, this ſtarely building, this life = 


ofmine. all is Trayſitory, a Ze 4 
n |. A man can point ar no rohing whi 7 
all not periſh and have an end inked 
ignorant mukicude uſe to ſpeak after 2 
this: manner. This raw 6) hug] Eter- 2 
nity,. this Monument is everlaſting And - £4 
rhe impatient - Man is wont _— Jajnr 
th.r his pains are withourcnd. Bur theſe 
Etvrnities are very ſhort, and a Man mY : 2 
eaſily, in words comprehend them.: Sa _— 
what thou c:nſt of che true Etermey; than. <2 
muſt needs came far ſhort of ir. . +. + Ml 
So faith Augrftine;, Thou ſayxeſt = Lt Ke 
of Eternity whatſoever thon PO, ; : 
But therefor *thou ſayeſt, w ; 
eer thou wilt, becauſe, thou - +. not ies 
Say what thon: wilt z.; But. thereſare. on. 
gf wnte-/ey ſomeghiag:s. that[ti1l--thos,, 
* yeft bave ſonevineg tn [hg _ 
conſt not ſay. Triſmegiſtus laggh, -- + | 9 
That the. Sorl. is. the -Horiagy Of,/ h - 
# Tiwaand Aranty: _ in tha 1: 7. s 
2 # M6 
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4 | The fof Conferatio 


it is immorral, ir is pactaker of Eternity, 
znd in that i it 13 infuſed by God intro the 


Body, it is partaker of Time. But before 
we proceed any further, for orders ſake 
ler-u: ſee what Men of former rimes; Ro- 
mans, 'Grecians, Egyptians , and others 
ave thought of Eteraity, For ac- 

OA ET eſened 
it aver ways. 
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=CHAP. T1. 

What Men. of former times bave thought of. 
- Eternity ; and bow they haze reprefin- 
red it, | 

Irſt. of all , rhey have repreſented 


Eteraity by a Ring, or a Circle, which ' 
hach neirher beginning nor ending, which” 


is proper only ro God's Eternity: '(ecing + 


therefore ermdoag is Eternal, and his du-' 
Aanl Pe x nn DR the Egyp Egyp-" 

uſed to ſionifie Go 4 Circle. And 
4 honoured 


the Fl 2x5 thought they 


| up to the top of the 
Dome, whey cad him e Circle \ 
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_ _ rhe Anerents \ dnl wes th their 
' Pombilins is faid-ro. we) SOhfec 


Veſtara rol 
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co-allrhe gods'a: round 
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they-whichr | 
| ſhouldturn chemſclvesround. Thereſo: & 
* | Gpdisaccortling to'thEAncients, 2 Cire1e, i 
but aCirclewichour a Cipher chomber 
. ſerencewhoſeConre is: 
cauſe Gods the 


| rhings:1: Whereu — 
|| ſtlycries'our;uBrboti;: Got is: 7 
great; and whotmiav bim notjurrs Te 
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[i «Ip and ld, manga ; 
Dr mony ſtampr after 
pony: uo cre : 
—_—_ peticencls wchs: | 
many of the Ancients thought the world 
vo. be Eternal , 'becauſe- it: was: oe | 
whom Saipt Bail anſwers. very firly,” La , | 
the world be a Girels 5: Hut the þ Living of E 
9s Maori or an 02 Þi LIU 


their Jabours:: Asinmany ; | 
day Kings and Emperors are: Hand firing 

Þ} Vaulrs under: Earth, in; filence and / 
mournful Majeſty... And it was uſual with | 
ge Romans tt re:with fuch like oo A 
hay] pong > fruition af Erertion. | 
there (are) thar thus- reaſon with: | 
themſelyes oftentimes, Behold; I have 


doen vlog tive heldand opptetſed wich. : 


F {cr others labour as-muchas Thave done 3. . 
ion By Bs It reſt now and:take.mine* 
he hey up rhett ſcars, and pro-- 
c unir0 themſelves! days of reſt : bur. . 
( alas!) they are ofuo long continuance. . 
They ſer up their ſears, and embrare._ 
their caſe; but neither in- due time :nor” 
plaze.. Oh! how trul fee haterng xo 
thar Golden Book, of che Imitation of 
Chriſt, give us a pull by the car,. 
 intheſewords, Dipoe and order Kempitg, , 
all things: according to thine own lib. 1. 
will, and the If * of thine-own- 6. 12s 
Y : #25, and yet thou ſhalt newer find; 
# but thou ſhalt always fuffer one thing, or* 
Y - ether, either willingly or by conftraint, ant 
ſo thou (halt always fit4 aCroſs. The whole - 
'$ life of Chriſt was a Croſs, . and. Martyr-- 
3 dom;-and doſt thou ſeek reſt agd ies. 
& fire? Therefore we muſt. ſet.upour ſear. 
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5 in Heaver,and not here, for here 

; ny rronbles; mg never Hoa Clare, 

| &+ choug other things ſho 

death ar length will overturn, | re: £9 


1500 true reſt: eo be hoped for, © byr chat: 
— which is Eternal, Bar ifthere Ny” Fett. 
invehis life, this'is it. ForaMan eo Gy 
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mſel rl 
| ro LOTS onfi-._ . 
dee Þ ik and 7 ev other 


Ectlus; wel h 

H,"21» | ace. 

; Algiers Roo oh Ps | 

| _ r things arc meer troubles 'a meer. 
I Waves, and the very 

proc Hell, 'BurTreturnco the Ar. 


In the fourth place they have repreſen- 
red Eternity by , ry Bats the Nous, The 
Sun revivethevery day, although ir ſeems 
every day to dic;anday be buried. Ir al- 
ways riſeth again, although every ni gh) I | 

-' © ſerteth. The Meonalſo hach he 
In Men- increaſe after every wane, —— # 
decaſyi. , tuilus & prerty. verſes to A 


The Sun doth ſet-: "the Sun dntb riſe again. 

Thi Day doth cloſe ; the Day doth break again, 

Onte Out fer: our Sun, ag aint riſeth never > 
Or a? o our "T, of i, Tt Night jor. 

\ Tn Hgll there is Eternal right, bur with. - 
our feep. There they ſepnor, -ecauſe 
they flept here; #52) they ſhould have _ 
che: F THF E watch, becauſe hepe, 
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pa 5 74D alert > 
« But ir-5 fancoeherwiſe! wich 
ei Hedvend 
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ed- by chERe#liabr:: This 
= LY 


file mpoaihobGeſb rſt preſencerof it. ! bin. 


41s yoports, thavm defarr;of C5. 
< bealt fell frekar beg ot or ; 
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earn Mal Doe med <Y 

Fa. Emre tener yore @= 
or cinigiſh«:; 

| ther ſts oe fringe af Dn afvigts 

JT inalieirrightwingwith errno chooght 


of-it; Infiniceareche wiridings A ge < 7 
fiidsk ;{-unmeaſarable-and untw nab 
che Prbs'and Eirtaits- of its; Oh 


ts: bemenbledart: Let van lit:f ce BY 
ous ſives. Ir:comes ro paſs ſomaimes ' 
whey Maw defends _—— f, nd 


Eiards ? Wheice Hh 
Fant: 
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God, aci{ whim v1 is pat det Se 
- manner *: © ane? hb, it a-mulths: : 


rude bf Serpents poyſorious. .Yermine:; 
beeed-there 2. x Chriſtian Bro-:- 


2 of Ethriity. , and. 
ive thartheſe, Ve- 


ro-chitkupon Sanity ſelf, MTS: 
delighteth is bat Moment.ny, TW that which- 
frormenteth 13 Eternal.” | 
Inrhe ſixchrphce;they have repreſented: 
Eternity Ter this ranger. There isa veſt 
den; fall.of Harrors:: . round about which: 
Sirpent:winds'ir elf, and in- tlie: indo 
bitesir-ſelf by he Tail. Arthe right 
_ den a y0:018 man: -y ih beauti-- 
pleaſane countenance, in: 
his right hard a bowand I 


 in.this left handi-an Harp. Inzhe'very;en > 


rrance of the: Den-firs an; o/411an oppoſite,.. 
and having his*@yos very: .intens. upon, his : 
Tabli-Bbok 3'a carding - as the Cocledhial- 
Globe- by: ies me:ten, or the young man- 
| by, ditares unto him; ſohewrites,. 
Az. the le hand of | che—den firs a: grave: 


ry anne having her eyea- 
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The" Serpent: rhar rwines : it ſelf abonr is,y/ 
Time; The Tozng. man, God:z in wholehand;; 
is. Heaven; Earth; cand::#c/h:" Ow E arth,'i 
and- in Hell are the &rrowswot the” Lord : 
faRened:;. bur in Heawten,: there 45 morhing - 
Lnr Foy, and the ſound bf thEHay. ' Thes: 
Old Man's. F ate; or ratlier, that which God : 


bs Rm 


4 a > 


:ternity, \ even inthe-very entrance bf: 
je, whileſt we live: : Let but deathiiphtly\ 
touch us, and we are preſently:{wallowed) 
up of Eternity: : Death : need not-uſeany?to | 


ng crm tans wal 5g rſt 11s3 we 
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the. 
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La ng 2, hc, 3 Fares aan 4 PI I Pn Mets 

> EIS ent ge OT. 7 OBS? A wry 7 ” - 

S - 


. #pon Eternity. *+F 2 , 
-and crumble. down heſe Stairs inc the 
C441 be my "Bethink your 
you that, pla upon oe Ta and ren 
upORInY! vg! pum : 


may be to. day or to morrow you may be. 
ranſied from Time to ad 
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'Frer the Chapter of the. Type and. 
PifTurg of Eternity, the Hol - Scri- 
prure of Divine Truch ſhall not, unhtly fo 
- low, When Nebuchadnexgar "Wa .OE.. 
Balylan, had-caft the three Arbrew Chil . 

into rhe fiery Furnace for refulingto.... 
. obeyhis: impious:.command, the tlame 3s "<4 i 
”- aid tohavealcended nineard forty cubi:s. > 
abeve the Furnace. A ſtrange thing: Bue - "2 
not without a My ſtery. What ? Did any *Þ 
M:n acc y meaſure theheighth there ® —* 3 
nacend and apply unto it- , J 

To han: the juſt weaſure;of.jt? Was 
nine and fi iy cubirs, neither more: . 
wot loſs 2 Why-nox fifty'7 For, we uſe to 
puter thus : Twenty. thirty, toxty, fifty,” 
though che number tc ſomewhar more. ar; , 
les, Here in. this pl-ce there Nang Lp 
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ir, Kwan meaning. The num="" FF 

ee bir was wont to ſigmihie the ee 6 | 
es pg cn in the Gery fur 

nace of Hell , akhough 

2painſt-Body and Soul, and. cly EX«- 

ceedall the torments of this life, yer they. | 
ſhall never extend ſo far .as the year of, 


and Fubilee, In Hell Cocky 1S no _,. 


grace 
year of Jubilee, no -pardon, no end of 
rorments. Now, now, is thetimeof Fubilze 3. 
nor. every hundred or fifry years, bur. 
every hour andgvery moment. Now one. 
of an hourmay obtain pardon here;. 
whichall Eternity cannot hereafter. Now- 
35 the time, thar in one little and ſhore 
- day we may have more debts forgiven us, - 
than in the fire of Hell in all years and: 
_._ times to come hereafter. 
Let: ns add hither another cxp'ication. 

| of arte ro preg When the- 
oſua People 1d pals over 7or-- 
T0 for, the waiters which came _ 
toward” the Sea of the plain. 
( whichisnow cilted rlie dead Sea ) faited- 
kncil cherewere none. lefr. Aftd 
Ectlus in Ecclefreflicas it is faid, There: 
20, 12. 35 that buyeth much for a little. 
| Reb Theſe vo {Lge of Scri-. - 


there-. - 


neth t 
| "Ft rnal_. bit- 


SF ue ucko thes, bags 


I | chape i it b taſting of Temporal, certainly 
Y. thou haſt , redeemed much þ fo « little, - 3 
confefs Pg myo 2 Sea indeed; in which thoa 


Frey Bynes and how mucly 

-aft thou bound'wogive thanks/unta.God, 

who,-whereas thou - Eaſt deferved ro-be. 

overwhelmed in thefalr, roaring and ", 
Sens: i giearmerey 


OHSS Sha: pra emcee: 
_ them, he muſt needs fall imo'the one," or 

in theother. + Whar .dcſt.rhou;. O Man- 

( cryes our Saint: Chryſoftom;,) Art thew- 

abour- wo aſcend up to Heaven, and Cee 


deter mentbother cherebeany difficul- + i 
esby che way ? Wharſceverwe'db, 2 
died 30x we/muſt paſs' over #wwe Ir E 
ve wilt, arrive ar-the Raven of"; fat rl 
illiry, and Eternal eſs, 


- bores wh moſt _ is the Etili, | 
ouwtain ON, 4N Os I .. \ 

Wi. Og genres ef | 5 | 

- 's'dead = —_ to other E 

way into the Region ef +0 

. way of God's Commandmetits.” We have” Z 
2 TINA place of __— for- wh 
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Mat« 19: Fobes wilt enter-3uto li ſehetp 
17. . the: Commandments: : This is 


Corneli- 


uS-2 Las - 
pide. refnity ? His mide 
is.8 Grote funhing thuck-imoste 
ſelf whoſe: Centre as ellorigy2 ahatne 
cumference No 'where, that-1$: whick riever 
ſhalthave a What. is: Eternity? * note er) ow | 
'Every Way. round, 
Volih-- Ir @el6;in-which: cherc tnieither 
tr ,' &': beginbing: nor- - 1lth$7} Whab Js: 
Uluts,;! i536 21 a Whenl, tc: 22, 
rar. in. + dd "that-yurngy. a-3 beekthay: 
onne -- ' turntth=-rutyy 
volubi- | Arvheel that tArRE, and will lexv 
lis &- 4 turning: wevers: - 
beret * loatty -2 quid = 
kia; x87yens-again- t& the :ſamt: 
from-whence ir; began ;| and ſtill w 
about; again: What 3s Zrenity? Tt' is aw _ 
euer-raming Fountain, whither: the Waters 
afrer many turnings flow-back again," that-. | 
rhey. may always: flow. Whats 'Etermen?. * 
Ir is* an ever-j2bng; Spring, from: whence: ; 
Warers continually flow,-eicher the+ moſt.” 
ſweet Waters. bf Betedidtion and * bleſſing,” 
or. the moſt birrer- Warers of Malediffionr 
and curling. bat. 3s. Eternity: 2: -I8.15:45 
| ern 


WL 
* $ : 4 Go 7” > 
$i LIST 
+ i Es We 


"apes. - _ 7, , Fo 
if | Labyrinth 'w which hah innumerable turn- . 
JF ings and windings, which always lead chem 
F--round+rhat enter in, carrying-them fr 
F rorning co-rurning , apd fo lofing 
woat is Eternity? Ie- id: a pit without bop 
tw, whoſe rurnings and _revolurions. are 
endleſs, What is Eternity : ? Icis a Sjirar 
-Þ Line, bur withourbegianingz which karh 
|} Circles andwindings —_—_ within ancther, 
bur . withour- end _ What. is. EternityÞ4 
It is a Snake bowed ack zzt0 it ſ-lj orice. 
krly, holding the Tail in the Mouth, whicly 
in jts/ cnd again begin, and nevce. 
ceaſerh-ro begin. What bs Eternity ? vii _ 
a duration-aiways preſent, 1s is. one perpetazt i _ 
day, which is not divided- inco that which'” 
is. paſt, and tha whichis to come. What 5 
3s. Eternity? Ic 1s an Age-of - Ages,” as Dia«: 


«s {aith, never ex bur. 
ye er expiring, always - 


= an 
% Y 

b 
47H 

45 


it ſel, withour ii Whas 18: _ 
Eteraiay? 4c is-a 'beginning +wichour bes + 
ning, middle; or end... It is: a _—_ E. 


| continuing, -neyer 
bejutning. -In > ded the he BRI hoes alway 3 
begin 2 lefled Life, and: always -4 


with .new. pleaſures : i in- which-th edna | 


.; {cd always dic,; (and after all-deathiand;> 3 
q ry. with:death, Kee rhe rve mnt n WE 
7 ie.and ftruggle {ay pcs 

32 «God ſhall-be God, kong” Sb d 

+ We de Het, ol fo long ſhall —_— 
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and triumph : ſo long ſhal' che damned } - 
alſo-fry in Hell, Ty Fug cry,;We are 
tormented in this flame, wg ſal to betor-- 
WIPE and tortured for ever. 


"Wo 


” ——_— 


CHA y. 1 La 
Why the Place of Eternity is caltha Mat for. 


OHN, Patefarch:of dexindiie oy 
very devour and go. ly Man, was offs. : 
wort go. to-viſit the fick, and cook with .. 
him; forhis Companion, Froile:s a- Biſbop, © 
which had Nw Pane his Mony than of 
-the-fick. - arch CIR him' 


upon Traltes: Sikes - 1nion, CcB- 
cealingthe diſcaſe of his mind, to wit, his 
Conewtipels, bad. his Servant. give to the » 
Rn the iy, which at that timehe : 
him, robuy other rhings withal. ' 
Nor long after ir happened thir' he fell: 
into aFever, which his Covetquineſs had : 
| cauſed: whereof the Patriarch of Alex=1/ 
andria-hearing, and eaſily:gutefling at:rhe i 
cauſe of his d! aſe, Baer" him, and 1 
carried with him as ape avs 6 oa he had-: 
. not. Jong before given to the fick : and afs, ! 
tex @.jirtle conference with him, he ſaid 
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Thus, | 


-ing, Takeaway thar-Inſcriptian;- 
thin the place there, Manſo Aternta 
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k 9 x did bur” jeſt with Co ate; 
| day; when { wiſhed thee ro beſtow ſome- 
5 "thing torherelief- of the ſick; and ir 
: becauſe - my. ſervant had not Y panda 
him. Bur behol 
reſtore '\unto rhee the- Mony which thou. 
laidſt out-for -my ſake, and I thank thee 
- for it, When Troilus acts Mony told, 


dhere, in.geed gee T 


his Fever began to leave him, ,and his | 


heat ro abate, and inevery pert be found 

Panſat = by ning — ey 

bimſelf ga r 

Dinner, and fat down to Table. al Nor 
- noon-tide when Dinner was ended, 

the Table removed , he - went .to go 
_ and ſweetly rook hiscaſe, xn and dreamed 

that he ſaw a very ſtarely Edifice,- and in 

the- ſrontiſpiece thereof over the Gate, this 
. Inſcription , Manſo Aterna & Requies 

Troild Eviſcops ; In iſh rhus, The Eter- 


nil Manfion and Reſting - Mace of: awe 


Troilus. He was very-much de 

this -dream. Burt nor | 

another Viſion that troub ed up For 
there came one with a any of Work- 
men, and gave thema ſtrict charge, ſay- 


Requits © Johannis . Archie piſcoph Alexate 


- hrie, empta libris triginta argenti ; In 
Eoglh thus, The Eternal Manſion anil 
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| "Ritter of John Archbiſhop of Atett- 
k- adria, which 'he-bought for tire mien 
=. wich this Viſion he .' was very at- 
4 : bur he made a ner — of 
he, © For preſently y, 'of an hard uhd cove- 
'tous Man, he became liberal and charica- 
ble, eſpecially 'to ſuch 'as were inneed. 
much did the very dreamof an Etern:! 
Majjon prevail with him. 
mo e rather bleſſed Manſions, and 
'ther ' becauſe Erernal { Oh, 
rexetngy 'doth Chriſt deſirethar : 
and forſake theſe our Ta- 
7 ve ow and tuinous Houſes, -and- with 
; -Exrneſt defire take haſte unto thoſe Eterval 
Mexfrons\ In my Fathers bouſt, ſaith he, 
' .. Tave wany Manſions: No Man is kept back 
| from thence bit by himſelf. The place 
" excludes no Man : for it is exceeding 
-Time ſhurs out ho Man : for there 
4 aM. fon, and thar Manfion is Eternad. 


utm——__—. 
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upon Freratty. - 21 
horrible, and Eternal puniſhments. Direft , 
us, and teach us > to poſſeſs things periſhing 
and Temporal, that finally we loſe not thh® _ - 
things a bich are Eternal. Teach us ſo to 
lament for our | fins committed, that we may 
eſcape Erernal puniſhments. Teach us ſo to 
Rhone our ſalve; in the Houſe of oor Pilgri- RE 
mage, that we be not ſbat out of the Exernal . 
. Manſions. ord ey noma EN 
grels in the way, that at length we may be re- 
cepved into our Country, - 
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- Upon: * 
ETERNITY. 
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In what WES Native final Etrii. 


el, os Kt themſelves therefore 6 

have acknowledged an Eternity, 9 

| ſuch as Ir _ and hay, delcri. 
Tatlo by certain ſigns: For god hath 

| manifcſtcd ic urito then, ſo that 

' they "ave without excuſe, How Rom. 1. 

| much dearer therefore, -2nd in - 20. 

{ wha / great eſteem ' ought the. 

| conſideration thereof ro be amotigft all 
Chriſtians, ro whom Eternity 1s better re- ® 
preſented, and in_a more lively 

manner! Therefore thou art in- . Rot, 2. 
exeuſable, © man, whoſorutr thoy I 

| art, thar being ofren-pur in mind - | 
| of Eternity, doth a6 oieeh Jar. ir ter it flipout of 
thy memory, Thou haſt y ſighr 

| and before thine eyes, Rings xg reles, 

Sphere3and- Globes, Sun and Moos : If thou 

C lookeſk., 
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laokeſt upon any of theſe, they will put 
thee in mind of Eterrity. Nature her fclf- - 
1tke -4 good Morher hatch pm mp ger, | 
pn yiew, that, when we ſee them, or: 
ear of them, we might be Invited rg. OY 
ditateupon Eteraity. | 
Solinus reports that there is a | Stone in 
Arcadia called Asbeftog, which being once | 
ſer on-are doth conprughy burn: Where- 
fore in times paſt they were wontin Tem- _ 
and -Sepulchres to make- | 
Lih. 21... Lamps of it.: of which St. AG 
erCivit, guſtine makerh mention. ' I add 
44-5. that Plim, Lech 7 
6 4es,and many others tell ſt 
wonders of a oral Kind of Linz or Flax, 
winch ch is called by divers names: Forſome 
call ir Linus Asbeflingn , others Cary- 
ftivs, others Indicym, and others Linym 


ed by fire, | 


d Fg er _ 

ccſtcemed of more price; 

| : Tov ch TE - precious Stones. Wo | 
Nature her = like a Miſtreſs Gude 
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_ the pe ncts 
4 co.athing w c 
ta conſume. Sofſhall all a pts yg | 
Y bur never hall burn our. y ſhall 
ways burn, bur never be conſi 3 the 
al leck for death Ayhey wonangy bur ſhall 
not find ic. Therefore juſtly dech one cry 
out, 0 wo Eternal, that never ſhall 
but end! O end without end! O In Hores 
= death more grievous than all ; wy log. ([a- 
i Always to die, and never to be pien Ja. 
Bl gaite deed | So faith divine - 66. 24. 
ſainh, Their fire. neugr ſhall be Rev.g.s 
; N 9#enched - And the Angel mn the | 
- B Revel They ſhall defire to dit « andbdeatle 
| ſhall flee from them. ; 
Thar the - Salamander for a little time 
_—— andlive in the fire, befide 4-_ 


EN eh YE W 
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creature is very cold, and preraca of 
ſhowers 3 o rhe Sun 


ning Lanps. Tha | 
RES and of hin goodarks 
formed Man, th Sys rhe ſame marter, 
yer of a. Aung fee noble nature. 
He hath wade -hin a little lower than the 


Mee, Hal.8, 4+ He Ueratencs un-. 
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26 The ſecond Conſideration 

ro him after this life the fellowſhip of th® 
ſame —_— with the Angels. But ma” - 
bring in honour had no underlanding, and 

_ was compared unto the beafs that periſh, 
Pſal. 49. 20. By his own malice he made 
himſelf ſuch a Salamander, that muſt al- 
ways live or always die in Eterzat flames. 
In. thoſe fiery priſons of Hell, a things 
= Eternal ; but theſe ſis things eſpeci- 

y. 


—— <m— 


CHAP. I. 
What things are Eternal in Hell, 
T'HE damned himſelf is Eterzel and 


dyeth not. No Man can muke an 
end of himſelf, or another. They ſhall 
ſeek death, and ſhall not find it, Rev. 9, 6. 
Yea the very defire of death, in as much 
as their defire cannot - be farisfied, ſhall 
greatly increaſe their rorments. _ 
_ 2. The Priſon icſelt is Eternal; Itcan ne- 
ver fall to ruin, it ca never -be broken 
down, it can never bedigged through. Ir 
3s barred up with:rocks and mountains ; 
The locks and bars are fo firm and ſtrong, 
thar none can get our, If any of the dam- 
nedſhould by God's permiſſion ap 
. :day of judgment come out from © 4 
yer ftll he ſhould carry an Hell —_ 
| umn, 
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upon Eternity. 27 
him}, and-never be free from torment. 
3» The\fire there is Eternal, Chriſt him- 
KS ſelf in Matthew faith as much expreſſly ; 
Matth. 25.41. Depart from me ye curſed in- 
' to: everlaſiing fire, or fire Eternal, Doft 
thou hear this word, Eternal; The anger 
of the Lord doth kindle this fire, and ir 
ſhall never be pur out. To this beareth 
Iaiah witneſs, ſaying, The breath of the E 
Lord libe a ftream of Brimſtone doth kindle I 
zt, it ſhall burn night and day, and fl "2 
wot-be quenched,” the ſmoke thereof (hall af- & 
cend up for ever and ter, Ifatah 30. 33. 
Iſaiah 66. 24. Rev. x4 11. Eternal ju- 
niſhments, and Eternal Liſe are | 
| Relates, as St. Auziftine _ Lib.12. 
|| <th3 and Relates are-of like de Cir. 
1 
I 
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continuance : To ſay therefore, c;.23; 

that Eternal Life ſhall be with. 

our end; and Eteryal puniſhment (hall have 

an end, 1s very abſurd. Who there{ore 

will defer his converſion? 
k 4+ As the things: mentioned before are 
: Ftrrnal, fo is the Worm; and: conſcience 
© | rormented with deep: deſpair forthe life 
, paſt, Iſa. 66, 24. -Thiir worm (hall not die 
» So propheſied Jaiab.. The Paers of old 
”. tranſlated thisoutof Holy Writ into their 
C Fables : For what is'thar Ti:yus, of whom 
Virgil teigneth, "That a flying V:1ture every + 
_ day gnaws-and tears his Zzzvyr, which: is ke 
lots C. 3, every EO 
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every night again repaired and made up, | | 
. that every day the Vu/tzre may have more - 


prey to gnaw upon? Whar1s the Vulture © 


but the Worm we ſpeak of ? And what is 
the Liver, but the Conſcience always gnawn, 
and rormented ? 
s. Tothis Eternity of Hell belongeth al- 
= = la fertence, and the /aſt Degree pro- 
by Chriſt the Judge : A decree 
( CAlas! ) irrevocable, __ Eter- 
#21, There is no Appealing from it; If 
the ſenterce þe once pronounced by the 
mouth of this Judge, it ſtands irrevocable 
for all Eternity In Hell there 1s no re-. 
demprion, not any, nonot any ; Lut Eter- 
#4! deſperation. The Blood of Chriſt 
when-ic was newly,-poared out og the 
Mount of Ge/gotha, though of infinite effi- 
cacy for ſatisfaftion, yerreacherh not une 
eo the damned, HF the i mie the -Lord, 
1aith Saint Bernard, be a yote of Repen- 
tance, you think thats it ſelf 3t 13 not ſwret:: 
But this you muſt know, That itis moſt 
ſweat, if it be compartd with the five of 
which it 1s ſaid, Depart from me ye curſed in- 
fo Paſte 1 Mat. 25. 41. 
6. The Puniſhment of Pun of loſs alſo, as 
they call it, ts Eternal, teing the priva- 


won of the ſighr of Griforerer, which 


with all wag eons gy oe 


a ove. 
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S- therecdh be hoplice for farisfa&on. For 


\ J 


although theſe-rormenrs ſhalt conrinue it- 
finire milliens of years, yer there ſhall nor 
otic day, no nor one hour, no ftor ſomuch 
4s a morhent of reſtand reſpite be gratit- 
Ed, There ſhall he viciſfirude and vatiety 
of tories; but t6 their greater pain and 


| 49 Chrift oftch foretold it by Mat- 


Ww in plain words, Ar. 8. 12. The 
ebilarin of the Kingdom ſhall bt caſt out into 
wtter darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping ans 
gnaſhing of tteth :; wiping, for heat; - and. 

18. How theft cata. 
Man be fo forgetful of himfelf and God ? 
How can he ſo degenerate into 4 beaſt ? 
Yea rather, how can he become like 2 
rock, or a ſtone, ſo ſenſeleſs, as when he 


hall think upon the unſufferable and un- 


urrerable rormens. of Hef!, which rever- 
fhall have hd, the notto fear and trenm- 


ble, a9d fay with Hirtfeff thus, I am for 


certafh in the way to Ereraity, and I know 
fot how ſoon Tay comets my journeys. 
end : I ſitor the ſtairs of Ztrrnity, and. 
every lirrſe thruſt is ready ro ptunge me 
mto the botromlefs pir?- Bur it ir ſeem fo- 


ugh but for ont Hig] 
his head, or. any other member. ag 
C4. roorh. 
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toeth-ach, or for the ſtone : If the nighe 
{cems long, and the day a great way off, 
and the Sun to flack his coming : And yer, 
as I ſaid, he lies upon a good Feather-bed, 
and if he will have but a little patience,he 
may hope to find caſe in the day, and help 
from.the Phyſician, Al:ck, Alack! how 
intolerable it be to lie night.and da 
inthe fire, for a thouſand and a Hoaknd, 
and again, I fay,. a thouſand years ! Hoy 
Mnolcrable ſhall. it be; rhere ro watch, to 
hunger, to thirſt, to burn, to betormen- 
"red extreamly in: every part, and not to 
hope for any reſt, or fo muchas a drop-of 
cold Water z bur to. bealways ind {pairs 
and fo to fry and to be rorrured for infigite 
millions of ages, and to be ſo far from 
finding ay fm as never to be able to. 
jope for any end! There, faich 
De Thomas, one hours p 
Ehrift, ſhall be more grievous, than an 
Tmitat. hundred years here in the moſt 
lib. x. bitter puniſhment rhat can . be. 
£aþ. 24 There1s noreſt, no conſolation 
ro the damned, Plal. 6.1. 0 Lord, 
rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chaſten 
me in thy hot diſpleaſure, Plal. : 25. 9. - Re- 
megber not the, fins of my youth, nor my tranſ- 
&veffions. . Unleſs thou wilt have mercy, Q. 
God, I muſt nceds periſh../, .. >. 


CHAE. 


wt? 


ITS; 


Upon Eternity 


CHAP. II. 
why Hell is Eternal. 


r FEre ariſeth a. queſtion, which is wor-- 
_ thy to: be known of all Men, How- 


ir can be, thatzGod, .who is good and mer- 


ciful, and whoſe mercy is- over all his: 
works, ſhould notwithſtanding puntſh eyerr: 


one.mortal fin, commitred, it may be, in 
a momenr, and in thought 'only ; how he 
ſhould puniſh. ſuch a fin, I ſay, for all 


Eternity; and' ſo puniſh ir, thar ic ſhall: 


deſerve ſtill always to be puniſhed: and 
though millions of years be paſled, yer ic 
ſhall never be ſaid, This fin.hath been: 


ſafficiently puniſhed, it is enough, he 


hath made farisfa&tion. for the wicked: 
thought by which he hath offended God, 
What x Aon 2 Hath God for one ſin; 
and thar inthough: only, decreed the pu+ 
niſhment of everlaſting fire ? Whar equa-. 
lity is there in this, for a momentary fin, 
to appoint an. Ffernab puniſhment? Wh 


doth blefſed David cry opt, O give thanks - . 
unto the Lord 1, for he is good, and bis mercy - 


2ndureth for ever! * Plal.. 106.1. 107. Is 
:118. 1. 136. 1. and why doth he repeat- 


tt rwenty ſeven times, if God be fo ſevere?” 


.To this S. Azzuftin, Gregory, Thimas A-"- 
quzay and others anſwer, Thar. in every - 
2 C. Ss. martal.; 
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72: The freowd Conflder ation 
mortal fin the offence of its own nature is 
infinite, becauſe it ts ah injury againſt rhe 
mnfinire Majeſty of God. Agam, He thac 
dyeclrguilry of a nicreal fin without repen- 
rafice, dorh as mach as if he ſhould fin 
E#naby.: For if he might live Eternally, 
he would fn £rrr2ally : He hathnot loſt a: 
bekigrend) co fl, if te might Hee All 

c to miphr live ftill ;. 
So doctor ceaſe to ſin, but doth ccaſe. 
to live. Farther it is to be conſidered, 
That a damned Perſon can never make 
frisfation, though he ſhould pay never 
fo mnch ;. For being an enemy, and nor 
in favour with God, his 'payment is not- 
worthy acceptation 3 ſeeing rhat he him- 
felf is not accepted with him. Neither -in-- 
deed, to ſpeak truly, can he be faid to 
pay ny 3 becauſe he dorh nothing, : 

ut ſuffers only puniſhment , and thar- 
againſt his will. We willmake the mit-- 
xer yet inore phin by a. familiar example. 
Suppoſe a man ſhould borrow of his neigh-- 

- Þour a thouſtnd Crowns, and for rthe- uſe 
thereof make over the Rentof his Houſe. 
wntro him for.eyer. Tt. may be in twenty 

' years hemay chus repay the ſum. of Mo- 
ney borrowed. 3 But whit then ?- Is 

_ He fuliy diſcharged of all the debt ? Both: 

, Here remajn nothing to be pajd?- The 
prinsipal- remains” full as due vo bE-paid ek 


| &s iff Yhiete had. been nothifig arall pail. . 

- Hor this is the nitive of fach lofies; * that 
 Alrhotigh rhe yearly uſe bepaid, ſtill the 
| remaitis entite,and de tobe paid. 


they ſhoult pay never fo mich; yer the 
tay tower. (ot out of debr : They * 
debtors fill, and ever ſhall be, Ja. 1. 
4. The ſtronz ſhall be as tow, ani the ma-- 
er of it as a ſpark.;” they fhall both burn to-- 
ms a11 wort ſhall quench them. 
Suttonins, reports of Tiherins Ca- Strt. 
&, thar OeY Inet unto. Hib. 3.. 
4-certain offender to haſteri cap. 6.. 
His puniſhment, and to grant hina- 
2: ſpecdy difparchr, he made him: rhis. 
bond er, Nondum tecim in gratiam Yedii, 
Stay Str, 'Tos and I are. not- yet friends. 
Chrift is a tnoft juſt Judge, no Tyratt,no-: 
Tiberius, And yer if one of the damhed 
#fter.'a thouſand years- burning in Hell- 
ſhould boi apore rage for a bee} | 
he would anſwer afrer the ſ:me manner, 
Nondam tecun in gratian vedii, Stay, Tok: 
and F art not yet friends; Tf aftera thon-- 
ahd years more he ſhould ask- the ſame 


ting, he ſhould receive the: fame anfiver,. 


Nondum tecwns in gratium redis, Seay; Tow- 
avd I are not yet friends, . If after an;hut-- 
dred rhowfand. years yer more, . yea-mil-- 
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34 The ſecond Conþarration 

- he ſhould receive the ſame anſiver, None. - 
dum tecum in gratiam redii, Stay, Tos and” 
T are n»t- yet friends. The time was, I 
offered to be thy friend; bur thou wouldſt 
nor 3. yea, thy Father, bur thou, wouldft 
nor. . I offered. thee my grace a.thouſand 

- and athouſandrimes z but thou. rejeRed{t 
It. This I knew rightwell, and I held my 
ones and furrher, expe&ed, forty, fifty, 

ixty years, to ſee if thou wouldſt change - 

thy mind and courſe of life. Bur.there fol-. 
lowed no ſerious or true repentance. Thoz- 
baft. ſet at nought. all. my counſel, and wouldeſt 
none. of my: reproef. Thou. haſt hated in- 
fruftion, and haſt caft my.word3 behind thee, 
Prov. 1, 25. Pfal. $0, 179. Eat therefore 
the fruit of thine own ways, and be filled 
with thy own counſels. Prov. 1. 25. IT will” 
taugh at thy deſtru&ion for.ever.:..neither- 
ſhall my juſtice after.infinire ages give thee 
any anſwer bur this. Nondim teeum 1 gra-- 
tiam redii, Stay,. Ton aud I. are not yet- 
Fi-nds, O God which. art. in Heaven !:Q- 
Fin which throweſt men headlong, into hell, 
thehell of rorments, and into the bottom- 
les pir of Eternal pain! But righteous art- 
abou, O:Lord,avd upright. art thy judgments. 
'Pſal. 1.19. 137, Juſt and rightitis, thar 

- .he which weuld not: by. repentance ac- 
.cepr- of mercy when it was. offercd,. 
ould. by puniſhment. be ATE 


> 


IL, on_ 
® 


pon Eternity. EM 
2nd. have juſtice. withour. mercy far: 
ever. 


»* 
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CHAP; IF. 


Other motives- to the confideration of Eternity, . 
drawn from Nature, 


BY T” I return to the School of Natare,. 
1D ro confider furcher upon Eternity.. 
There arefound hot Baths in certain Monn, 
tains and Rocks, whoſe waters. .in.runnmrn 
Aamake ſuch. a-noiſe and murmvuring,. that. 
the diſcaſed perſons that reſort thither for- 
cure, If at that entrance into the Bath,.. 
. they do but. imagine they hear muſical In-- 
ſtruments, and an harmonious. conſort,they 
have their ears. fo dulled with the continual 
noiſe rhereof, that ie muſick which at firft- 
was ſweet unto chem, becomes at lengrh, . 
by their imagination working upon it, ve- 
ry loathſome, and a rorment' unto.them :. 
Bur if rhey imagine. chey hear a Drum, or 
any other loud.ſounding inſtrument, they , 
at length grow almoſt mad with the note 
thereof daily moleſtingand troubling them, . 
- Erom whence alfo we. are. led, as it were 
by the hand,. te the confideration of Erer- 
_ aty, The weeping and wailing, yelling 
and crying which is heard ar che firſt en--. 
trance. of hell: mouch ander. choſe internal. 


MOue.- 
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zoutrains ſhall never ceaſe, but ſhall rot- 


ment the damned wichoutend, and be'no. 


whic mitigated by time and lonig-ſuffer-: 
ance. But on the contrary the. Blefſed. in 
Heaven ſhall wicthour weartnefs, hear the 
Tbrice Holy (ung, Holy, Holy, Holy 3. yea,. 
and the more they hear it, the more they 
ſhall beach hed with the ſouhd thereot; 
Chrift in his Conference with the Wodnlen- 
of Samaria,: thakes often. mention'of moe | 
" vity, andlife eycr! Whoſorver | 
"4th of the water that T 8 give Yr Hig "5 
- never thirſt ; But the water that ſhall ite 
bim, ſhall be in bim 2 will of witty, ſpring-- 
ing up unto turrlafting tft, Jon 4 4-14. I 
would we did thirſt wit Wothan of 
S4amaria after thoſe waters, an 
pray for. them :. O Lord give pe oy; this wa--. 
ter, that T'thirff not, John 4. 15, Give me,. 
OChriſt, thaugh but a drop © chis watet,. 
that 1s, ſome thirft and defire after Ererital. 
 Hife. In the year after the Nativity of our: 
Lord fourſcore and one (as. Suetenius, Dion, 
and Plinius Secundys tell at barge 2. ). an oe 
firſt day of November, about | 
Clock, ar the Mountain Veſaviss 111 =S;'q | 
mia, rhere was an horrible eruprion ' of 
, before which there went-an unnſual. 
= ng and grievous Earthquakes. There. / 
-alfo heard a noiſe under » a if ir- 
been thunder, - The. CR ads 
MACE. 


” 


| apos Eterwity. ' 37 x 
tade a noiſe; the Feaven thumdfed as if 
mountains had #1 ccnflift- met together 3. 
Feat ſtones were ſech crofall 3- the air was = 

ted with ſihoak and;fite xc ropether 
the Sunt did hide his head. Wheceupon it 
was thoughe by many that the World. was. 
almoſt ac an <nd,and char rhe laſt day was 
come, wherein all ſhould te confuneds 
with fire :_ For there was fuch abundance. 
of aſhes ſcarrered up and down over Land. 
and Sea, and in the Air, that. there was. 
much hurt. done amongſt Men nd Cattle, 
and m the Fields, that Frſh ard .Fowl were. 
- deſtroyed, that rwo Cittes, the. name of 
the one was Hercul.amun, and the name of. 
the other Pompeii, were utterly ruined... 
Theſe and fuch other like Caverns in the- 
Ear.h, with Precipices atid. fery monntains - 
always flatning, bur never going our, are 
lively examples given us by God, to put ns 
m min of thefhre of Hell, in _ which the. 
Bodies of the curſed ſhall be always burn-- 
ing, but. never be_burnr our, Concerning. 
this you may read Tertslli- | 
as, Minutins, and. Pacian. TFirtw.Apol.. 
See, Oman, how provident-- c 48: 3inve.. 
ly even Nature her ſelf doth in 0. Pa-- 
gQ before thee, and as 'it can. de pe-- 
were -lead thee by the hand nitent, ev 
to the contemplacion of- Z-- gonjef. 
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33 The ſecond Conſideration 
To conclude, This 77me-of ours carrieth. 
with it ſome fign and prince of Eternity. 
Naturc fain would have us learn the thing 
fignified by the ſign, and take a-ſcantling 
of Eternity by the little module and meas 
fare of time. It is the ſayi 
Fx Sent. of Sr. Augufiine, This. is the dif. 
ſen.270. ference berween things Temporal 
| and Eternal » We Jove things 
Timporai more before we have. them. and 
eſteem theiri nor ſo much whefh we have 
them : for the ſou! cannot be ſatisfied bur 
with true and iccure Erermty , and joy 
which 13 Eter:4l and. incorruptible. Bur: 
- things Et27224, when they are aQually 
poſſeſea. are much more loved than. before 
- whenthey were only deſired and hoped. 
for ; For neither could Faith believe, nor 
Hops expect fo much as Charity. and Love 
ſhall find when once we fha!l be admitted 
to poſſeſſion, Whiy then doth not Earth . 
ſeem vile 1n our eyes, eſpecially when we 
muſt cr'e long forſake it? And why do we 
not. withardent defire lifr-up our eyes to - 
Heaven where we fhal inherir a Kingdom, . 


24d that Eternal... 
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42 The third Confideration 
dens of Adonis : as ſoon dead as ſprung up ? 
Fhey pleaſed not long which quickly plea- 
fed. Bur ſuppoſe the Books of all the Ro- 
mans ſhould our-live time, and be always 
extant and. expoſed to publick view, yer 
they fhould:nor be able to give life unto _ 
their Authors, GE 

| Again, the Romens did not only write, 
bur alſs did many brave works worthy to 
be recorded by the pens of eloquent and 
learned men, and theſe warks were of dt- 
vers kinds. They ſought Eternity in many 
things, but found ir in nothing, as we are 

zught to beljeve.. They were Bren (we 

do nor deny it) in civil and warlike affairs, 
2t home and abroad : admirable for their 
Skill in Arts and Sciences : Maghificent 
ame profuſe in ſerring forth Shews, and bes: | 
go 4 al even to aſtoniſh- FF 
menr for ſtarely Buildings, Tombs, Vaulrs, - 
Monuments and Sratues, as you may guels - 
by theſe few particulars, which I willbriefs- #- 
ly run over. | _ 

| Auguſtus, in his own name, and at his 
own oper charges, fet forth Plays and 

' Games four and twenty times, and at the IF 
charge bf the common Treaſury, three and F 
ewenty times :- and-never a one of thoſe FI 
coſt him under rwo Millions and five hun- 
dred thoufand Crowns ;- and this ſo great | 
a ſum of Mony, I ſay, was all laid out | 

oath upon. W 5 
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 _ "upon Evernity. © 43 
upon one ſhew. The very meaneſt and 
cheapeſt that cyer Auguſtus ſer forth, came 


-roa Million two hundred and fifry thou- 


ſand Crowns. ; 
Nero gilded over the whole Theatre 3 
the Ornaments of the tyring Houſe and 
Comical implements he madeall of Gold : 
To theſe you may add ſquare pieces of 
Wood or wooden Lots ſcattered amongſt 
the People, which. had for their Inſcripti- 
ons, whole Houſes, Fields,Grounds, Farms, 
Slaves, Servants, Beaſts, great: fums of Sil- 
ver, and many.times Jewels a great uum- 
ber : To whoſoevers Lot fell any one of 
theſe, he preſently received according to 
the inſcrip:ten. 
- . The ſame Nero for a Dcnativeto acom-' 


mon Soldier, commanded-to be rold'twe 
, hundred and fifry thoufand Crowns. _ - - 


Aerippina ( Nero's Mother ) cauſeth the. 
like ſum of Mony to be laid upona Table, 


-thereby ſecretly reprehending and labour- 
ing to reſtrain her Sons profuſcne here 


. upon Nero perceiving that he was rouchr,: 
: eande other ſum to be added as 
; greatas rhe-formmer, and ſaid thus, Neſci-' 
| ecbam nie-*Fam parum dedifſe, I forgot my, ſelf 
. In giving ſo little. EO | 


The ſame Nero entertained. at Rowe: for 


vine Months together King Tiridates, and 


was every day ac coſt for him twenty _ 


mm , 
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illions.and forey chouland Crawns. 


And at hisdeparmre he ve hiza fora Vi- . 

_ r= by the way, two mil-. 

lans and an hal What ſhould I tell 
of "thair r barely and magnificent buil-. 


«the Em crour made a Bridge: * 


44 The third Confideration | 
fin Gon. Crowns, which came in nine Months: 
Vem 


over .an Arm of the Sca , three Miles: # 4 


.. © ORE Temples in Rome four hun- F 


alan, four, moſt of them were mag- 


cher the ſole gilding of 
& ac millions. 

Geka c Det the 4" ME, Rh 
were-made one, might fir ve- 
' xy.convenicntly, fourſcore and ſeven thou-. 
ſand ſpeRators; above, there might ſtand 
aeay abqur twelye thouſand. In all four- 


e and nineteen thouſand. 
He many others, there were twelve 


; : - bathe gratis. 
lt Antoninus , there 


the Bath of Hetruſcus, as Pliny faich,. 
fages for the Wa- 


bl 


00 wac wy Sikvex, thepa 


made by the Emperor, where 


gies Bowe one .nighe ſe | 


ew © & 


Wh cor os 


ter, the | ip fv pr ce Bath th nd here floge” h <Þ 
| irſlf, Burl ro other things iy 3 
F Mc me MY mp were 45 many 
| | Le Men, of  vefide fn > '* 
| e, lpfinite Xs. E- 
3 a re ang ld and I'vo y2 08 q 
pi kent had one of *m the Capt "20 
Pool, of an hundreq pound weight. —_— 
=  Commodus and Claxdiys had ah Statues 
I of of Salts each gf them being of a rhoy- 
und weight. C/audins had alfe. in 
e at Rome ca'led Roftre, another 
|| = Hereup ne A 
A oO Was | 
of Nom, © on whom there attended 
agen: many. Soldiers continually to guard 
Lu ro the: great number of Starues. 
The way whe is br 4 el will + RR 
 erciſe 2 nimble —_ days in owe ; 
- ning irpver. It re in | 
Rode ro Capuaz ſ@broad,chat Fancy om 
| might meer, : and never trouble- one ang-. 
ther 3 fo ſolid and firm, asif ir wereall of” 
" one fone, i in no place looſe or broken. up, 
There were alfo mere wayslike unto this. - 
+Ir is inctedible whar a-d Authors do wrice 


. a 


Fa. 


' one, ſeyen Millions of Gold and a half; 
and there were maintained fix hype: d 
Men with the only keeping: and looking 
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the waters. Theſe were great works in- «Þ 


deed, butthe Authors thereof in parrtde- 


may an Ne ſinks of the Ciry ( they 
cal 1 

ro ay all che filch 

amongſt rhe 


need not inſtance any more : theſe which 
I have named are ſufficient, He chat 1s 


any thing converſant in Hiſtories, or hath _ . 


heard of the great power and wealth of 
the Romans in former ages, ' will .cafily 
believe my relation :. if he will nor believe 


me, let him believe the teſtimony of Sue- | - 


tonins, Dion, Caſſius, Pliny, - Livy, and *}* 


others that haye wrote of rhe Romay No- 
numents. : 

" Theſe things which I have reckoned up, 
are very laudable in themſelves. Bur 
they governed their Common-wealth ſo 
ptudencly, that in War for the meſt -parr 
_ they were unconquerable, for Arts and 


Sciences excellent, for Vertue illuſtrious 3 _ 
| aj Ke , 
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| - upon Eternity. 47 
+ inſfomuch, that Cyn2a5 an Ambaſſador ſent: 
from Pyrrbus, a very eloquent and intel- 
'F' ligent man, when he had all invain folic 
"F* red the City to make a League with his 
"* Lord and Maſter, which League could 

- notfiand with .the honour of the Ronersg: 

F upon his return told the King, Thar he 
. | , thought the City tobe a Temple, and all the 
Senators, Kings, Herein the Romans were 
highly tro be commended: - but in this 

' they; were iuch overſeen ( though other» 
j. wiſe very prudent men) inplacing their 
_—_ E:irity itt ſuch things as neither could 
Y give umo them nor had in- themſelves 
Eternity, If the Romans had made choice. 
of Saint Auguſtine for their guide in the 
way to Eternity, he would have ſhewed 
them a more certain and readicr way. For- 
whar faith he? -We do not atcount thoſt Em 
 prrans - happy. w#bich have ttigned long, of 
| which have often _ as Conguerors over, 
i their Enemies, or which ' have. treaſured - up 
"Y* mach wealth, Theſe things often happen to 
thoſe that have no right or titie to the Kings 
dom which is Eternal, Who then in Saint: 
2ifinP's - opinion: are! robe accounted 


EE owes, arent mperours, 
Gye Kings and'Princes : Xs [1nSaint 
Avg«tint's(enſt abtain true and-Eternal hap- 
p_ by the obſcryation of theſe Rules 
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| wp0s Eternity. - 4F 
rather to get the conqueſt over evil Paſ- 
fiow, than by domincering over. Na | 
tions. 

' js The ſtudy of Humility and Prayer. 
By doing all cheſt, noc for vait-glory, bur 
for the glory of God, and the atrainmenc 
Of Etergal felicity : and ,; by never 

char moſt noble facrifice of Xr- 
Prayer. C 

Theſe Rules or Laws hath St. Au- 

pon, the double gates of the- 
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Fo The third Conſideration 
wv unto Rome, which alfs befel 7e- 
ralalem. The ' Diſciples pointing ar the 
buildings of the Temple at 7erſalem, ſaid 
unto our Saviour Criſt, Maſter, See what 
manner of flowes, and what buildings are 
here Mark 13. 1. Whereupon Chriſt an- 
{wered and ſaid, See ye all the;z buildings ? 
Verily I ſay unto you, There ſhall not be leſt 
here one  flone upon another, that ſhall not ve 
thrown down, Matth. 24. 2. So there 1s 
nothing Eternal in this World. And where 
is now old Rome ? If this queſtion be de- 
manded : the anſwer may be this, Hereit 
was. Where are they that built it? They 
are dead 'and gone. There is not ſo much | 
as their Aſhes left of them. Andere long we Þ- 
. muft all gothe ſame way, become hke 2 
ſhadow,' rerurn unto duſt, and be reſol- 
ved into nothing. Oh the poor and mean 
condition of mortal Men, even at the | 
greateſt ! Oh the inſtability and frailry. of. 
the ſironpeſt Men, even in the prime of 
all their ſtrength ! For what is now bc- 
come . of all e thi or where arc 
they ? They art quite vaniſued away. Where 
is their Mony, which they heaped up be 
yond belicf? 'Tis ſcattered abroad, Where 
3 are their ſtately and lofty buildings? 7b! 
" are not to be ſeen, Such are all things elſc, J+ 
; rheugh to us they ſeem never ſogreat, no- 
thing elſe bur a meer ſhadow, and a dream, 
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a5 pon Eternity. © ' Ft 
If they be compared with Zterzity; and 


thoſe things. whichare Eternal: The foun- 


dation on which the whole fabrick of va-_ 
niſhing glory is ſer up, is too weak and 
moul.tering, and made bu: of Clay, Stone 
and Marble cannot be ingraven with Chi- 
xaers and Inſcriptions of Eterzity. Well 
ſaith Lad.ntins, The works of mortal m3 
are mortal. Thar there w:s a Babylon, a 
Tray, a Carthage, and a Ron?, we be- 
lieve : Bu: if we will believe no more that 
we ſee, rhere be ſcarce any reKques 07 ruft- 
nous parrcs of them remaining, "ro per- 
fwide us that rhere were ſuch Cir!es. So 
the ſeven wonders of the wor'd, fo Nero; 
golden Palace, Dio:!etian's hor Baths, 4#- 
tomius 1s Baths, Sereras his Seprizonium, 
Zalins his Coloflus, Pozpy's Amph'thea- 
rer, have no foorſtep or prin: ' of them 
remaining; no, fcarce u Record, or 
regiſtered in Books, And how far have 
a'l of theſe come ſhort of Eternity. 


| CHAP. LE 
How far the. Romans have gone aſtray. from 
the true way. of Lterhity. 


T N»areth, in, a certain Conc'iave, 

"A called by the name of the Bleſſed, 
Virgin, there1s-in one place mention made: 
D 3, | 
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F a Kingdom, Of which Kingdom there-(hat 
7 20 end, Luk. 3.33. Such was not the King- 
dom of Solomon : jo thar I:-fted bur four 
hundred years, eyen tothe Caprivity of Ba- 

4X08. Such was not the Kingdom of the Ro- 
ans, neither ofche Perfans, nor yct of the 
\Greczans, For where are now thoſe King- 
doms in former times moſt fleuriſhing ? | 
Where are thoſe moſt ancient Monarehies ; 
How great was Nib:chadnexzer in Chaldes 
and Syiz, and afterhim Belſharzar? Frem 
them the Jpepter was tranſlated unto the 
Hiedes and Perſians, to Cyrus ard Darins, 
Neither continaed it there Jong. From 
znence-it was tranfhred into Greece, to #- 
lrxander, ſurnamed the Great, + ing of X{r- 
cedon, fora long time moſt vitorious and 
fortunate. But as warlike valour decayed.ſo. 
fortune failed. And fo the Szepter was tran- 
Hated into [taly ro Fulius Ceſar, and Off a- 
2Ianns Auguſtus. ts become of al} 
theſe Kings ? Whereare they ? Bur thcu, O 
Chriſtian man, ſeek that Ringdom, Of which 
Krngdom there ſhall be no end. Numanthis, 
Athens, Carthags, and Spartz, all are come 
fo anend.t 


there ſhall be no % King 
there is Eternal, and thoſe thatlive in that 
Kingdom: ,are Ezernal. The Lord ſball wign 
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words, faith Or p47, Dy tþ a bet 

Lo: ſhall reg! for To 0 pe : 7 at | 
ſhall reign for ever and ever, ps; bm th, 
tos, Say whar thou canſt, thou fhal th 
come ſhort of the duration of his. 

dom ; the mts will ſtill » 2.” __ 
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4 The third Confideration 

cheeks ſwell, and their fips run over with 
filthy and unſavoury ſpeeches, Oh ! This 
is to go aſtray quite out of the way. But 
Jer our hearts and mouths be filled with 
the praiſe and defire ofthings Eternal ; let 
our thoughts and words always run afrer 
them : we have no other way to true glo- 
Ty, bat this; and there 1s no true plory, 
bur that which is Eternal. - 

The chief Priefts and rhc Phariſees a- 
mengſt the | Jews, to overthrow Chriſt's 
power ( asthey thought ) and toeternize 
their politick Government, afſembled 
themLlyes rogerher in Councel : and by 
their toolifh wiſdom( as it proved'Y made 
-: Deerees to'their own hurt. Ele- 
e247, 'gartly. fpeaketh St. Auguſtine of 

- them, Confulivg and Delite- + | 
rating together in full Court : The chief | 
Priefts, ſatth he,” and the Phariſees took 
.counſel rogether what they fhonld do for 


#s bilizve. The wicked and-ungodly men 
ſought more how ro hurt androdeſtroy, 
than how ro provide for their own ſecurity, 
that rhey myzght be ſaved. And od 2 
were infear and in counſel : Fortheyſaid, 
Whit do wi? For this mas doth wavy Mire- 

les. "If we" lit bim thus alone; at? wen wil 
believe "on "biwi Ard © the Romans fall 
£0Me, and take away beth our - Plect and 
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upon Eternity... $5 
- Nation, John 114 47; 48. They were 
afraid ro loſe things Temporal, and never 
mougne upon the life which is Eterzal : 
and ſo they loftboth. . Siich is the vanicy, 
and affeted mockery of-our foohkſh cogi-- 
tations. What are we ?- and what 1s all” 
that we call ours ? To day we flourſh like 
a flower, weare well ſpoken of,.we pleale,. 
and are in favour with men ; But (alas!): 
to- morrow- Qur flower will fadez we.ſhall: 
be. ill ſpoken.of, and.out of favour. with: 
God and: Man : Man whom- hitherto we- 
Pleaſed ;.and God, whom we never ſtu«- 
died for to pleaſe, We neglet Heaven. 
and keep not Earth : We get.notthe fas 
vour of God; and loſe the. Worlds.favour. . 
And ſo we are moſt-deplorately miſera-- 
ble, and deſticute on both ſides: If death: 
would bur. ſpare thoſe that acethe happy - 
ones of this World, itmay be. they mighe- 
find here. ſomeglory : ſome, I ſay, fuch- 
as it is; for there 1s none true bur thar 
which is in Heaven, and Eterz4,- Bur. 
wrt death: ſpares no Man. ſees in 
the dark, and is not-ſeen;; . and watches. 
his rime when he.may ſer upon us, when - 
wethinknorof him... What ſhall become:: 
of us?-Whither will he carry us, ifhereme - 
have lived witkedly ? To the bar. of Chriſts 
judgment, and from- thence. to the pit of - 
Helil.;. and from thence there 1s no re- 
D. 5: demptions 
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true glory which isgor-by the ſhunning of 
vain glory: andthere is no true glory bur- 
chat bſchis Evernal; OT 
Solomon inthe Proverbsdeſeri-. 
Prov. beth Wiſdom like a Queen, ar-- 
3, 13. tended bywo waiting-amaidsZ-. 
_ -rermity ant Glory; chefirſton the 
Tight hand, the ſecond-on theleft. Glory is. 
nothing worth, if there be-not joyned with. 
* Eternity ;. that which. all we Chriſtians. 
do expet. For here we-bave no continuing: 
City, but we ſteb one to come, Eternal in the. 
theavens. The vighteons ſhalt bt bad-in overs. 
Yaſting remembrance, Heb. 13. 14 2Cor. 5. 
23. Pfal. x12.6, To give an Alms to a 
poor 'Man, to moderate a greedy appe-. 
wire, ro-refiſt an enemy of chaſtiry, theſe. 
are worksthatrequire not-much-pains, or 
txne for the doing :-and yetthe remem-. - f 
ibrance of theſe, rogether with their re- 
-ward., ſhall he Eternal, What a. ſmall: 
+thing was tt that Mary Magdalen beſtow-. 
-ed upon our Saviours feet © How quickly 
had the done it F And yerir 15 mad h, xe 
© tbravghaut tbe whole world, -Matth.-26. 14 
Sane othess, itmay be, would ave- A 
* - k | 
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ou bh 
Ca ny 
Galt with .it:: Sizor-the ſwell 
and prgyd. Phariſce condemped-it : If c 
#attyx,-1t was but. an lorment, ae the: 
molk ny Te above thirry ſal BEe 
of of Gold: I place 3 ; it was. Private: If. 
.preſent;. they. were bur tens 2; 
Tf. oe AR WasA Woman, and © 
infamous : And yet for all theſe ,. ir Gat all * 
Porney Fa whcrarta the abr pare: 
M ors haye, advanced 
"Ow his | Colon - 


 '$8 The'thirdCoofil@ration 

' Colours diſplayed , their yiforious: ati 
triumphant oe kg ſer up their Start 
dards ae | ers vom ” How my- 
ny warlke Caprains'have 
ruled their peop 


face apd ' conceal ir; the wifeſt Men, 
Captains, Prelates, and Kings: themſelves, 
ſhall with reverence read and hear in 
# foul be preached throughout the- whole 
world, OE OY | 


The only way then to immortality and. 
true Etermizy 15, to live well, and foto die 
well; Go to now, ye Romans; if ye will 
&ck Eternity, in Starves ard Mart:le moniui- 
wengs ; bur you thall never find it _— 


# form my part wilt wiſh cather with —_ 


cage Ergo 11 «* ; 6 


rome, in thelife of Paxfthe Evemite, Ok. 
remember, ſaith: he, Hirrome 'a-1 
who Bangs wr pre, oice, 


we. joſe them, levus aa GETNENS 
= another: woxkd:: Heaven: ffands 

to xeceive them. Weneed not daubr 
\(afe-carriage :. the Cagriers are ve- 

” faithful and rraſty 3 - bur they. are. the 
poor-and needy of this. world... - make 
over untothem here by way of exchange : a- 
few things of liztle value, beingto receive. 
in heaven "an exceeding.  Eterpal weight. F. 
8lo1Yg; '2/Con, 4417s: For fo.hath Chriſt - 
promiſed upon: the-' performance of. this 
ept. I-ſay.unto- you, Make to.your. ſelves - 
riends of the Mammon-of wnrighteouſnſs.: that» 
when ye fail, they may 1eceive you into ever-. 
laſting habitations. Bur let us pals fromthe. 
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bo: The thicot:Canfieration: © 
"""GHAP: Ik 
«Apttte? way than the former which the: Ra-- 
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Eten mane ers: ud 
-norable for is r, ikd 
: dis he her theuſand Perſians, which 

©< Te —_— called ammortl 

as Crltus 'Rhodiginus ncerpre-- 

-cethie)-nor-becauſ&he thought 

they Thould'.hever ie, (tor. 

where ate there anyſuch?) bur- 

beeauſe as any the number 

was diminiſhed by ſword or ſick-- 

| neſs, ir was preſencly-made up 

5 #4 that fill. there - was neither. 

more” nor -lefs than-ten thouſand. [Thus 

Darisframed uno hwmnſclt a:kind.of 4D- 
mortaliry and-Eternity.:'Buc | (alas?) qu 

was a: very ſhort one 3--for within a | 
Tpace, he and all his Army utterly - 

ed. The Prefidents and Princes- rnb | 
together. nuto Darius, and ſaid thus wnto- 

. bim, King- Darius, Live forever, Dan.6.6: 

Alas, How vain was this wiſfh,. and how. 

fhort this Eternity 2- We live bur: ſeventy 

or eighty. years-ar the moſt: we.are bur: 

in a Dream, if we think to live here for 

ever. Not without cauſe rherefore Xerxes,. 

(ahenfor the conquering —_— 


om 


with him. aut of Aſc 


ling his : Soldiers, + e- 
asked the reaforwhy, - ſaid) 
it as, aker a- marecr.of fifry or 
tba of:fo-many hundred thoulmd . 

Men ſo.cie& and ſtrong, ſcarce one ſhould. 
be found alive. 

We may Dream, and. feipn unto our 
ſelves, I: know not what Erernities : Bur- 
in the mean time we -muſt nads die and 
are es "water ſpilt-upou the ground, 2:Sam, 
heed berrer type of Eternity was: 
found our at Conffa in_ the 


YEAT: 
" of our Lord 459. The Cinch of CGon-- 


Fantinople, 1n the time when Genzadius- 
was Bifhop, was ny anew and. 

noble foundazion-of a Monaſtery of 4ce>. 

mets. dedicated ro Saint, Fobn- Baptiſt. 

Theſe Arawmets were ſo called for-nor- 

Meeping, becauſe they were never all ar- 
ONCE TO \ : bux ſil! ro be,exerciſed 1 army 
their cour © might and day in. 

Praiſes unto Theſe p Merry. were. 
vided. afterthis manger ipro three Com-- 
aRIFS5- 
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panies :- ſo-_thar- when the firſt compi- 
By had made an end of finging divine 
prailes , '*the ſecond fliould begin ; and 
when” the ſecond had made an end, the 
third” ſhould begin. By means of this. 
ly inftirution, the Ciry had in ſome 
ort heaven within ir ſelf always ſounding 
with;ghe praiſes of God';- or ar leaſt a: 
Type or. Repreſentation of the Eternity. 
in Heaven, whero God ſtall be praiſed 
for all” Eternity, with. great delight and 
cheerfulneſs , - and wichour all wearineſs; 
Therefore hath the Pſzlmiſt gocd cauſe 
ro cry out, Bleſſed are they which awel! in- 
thy houſe., they: will fill "be. praifing This; 
Pfal. 84. 4+ Then ſhall alt the bleſfed 
fay, as Peter did upon the Mountain, 7t 
is good for us tobe here, Macch. 15, 
Bernard' 4. For, as St. Bernard ſpeak- 
Serm.2. eh, Eternity 1s true riches with- 
de Om. our meaſure ;-bur he adds this 
5, S, withal,; Ir is not found, unlefs 
.ir-be ſought with perſeverance, 
But how ſhall we fo ſeek that we may ob- 
tain ir? Hear what the-good Farher ſaich:- 
By Poverty, by Mrekneſs, and by Tears, 
there is renewed inthe Soul the ſtamp-and 
image of Eterzity, which comprehendeth 
al rimes, Firſt, Pozerty is the way:to 
Etevnity. Bleſſed are'the poor in (pirit « - for- 
theirs is the-Lingdom. oj. heaven, Matthi ge. 'Y 
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ken, there is the heart _ the Money 


 lockelf up together in the Cheſt: Where 
- . Money is ex Once according to the Rules 


of Avarice, there is no affe@t or love of po- 

erty, there? is no defire cr love of Eter- 
ty, Secondly, Meekneſs : By Metin 
we make 'our_ ſelves ſecure of things pre- 
ſenr, and have an aſſurance of things 
to come, Blefſed are the meek, for they ſhall 
inherit the earth, Mar. g. 5. Tfany manask, 


What ſhall we ſay of him: that is void of © 


' Merkmiſs and Patience, tar can ſcarce ar 
#ny time ſpeak a mit word ? What gair's. 
eh by his implacable' impatience? White 


As probe = wo age apa free with In-- 
| a nation, to make outcries.and ramults, - 
ew his will to do miſchief, thoughhe- - - 


hits fe what the woutd ; or to cons. 
Thad, xy nts man civilly, res 


bib? wh "Wharf far ws of 


rh is w—_ 

_ proberges ke IC bark: oi. For 
the. ric which -he' hath, he poſſe 
nor, Mor keeps ps themlike ad Dt 
Oh We Req 

the title'© 


. Hea- 
Ven, © Mb. fe age es rig era 
polkſſion. - 


. Hoo Blirmiy SH 'Y 
Where poor men are Her ed and forſt- 
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poſſeſſion of it, Fhirdly, Tears... For by 
weeping and mourning -we redeem t 
rime paſt, we recoyer what we pradigally 
ſpent by finning. Bur this mourning and 
ſorrow muſt not laſt for an hour only, or 
far-a day: for this is norhing elſe hur zo 
doas he did, 0s, as Fs 

ut on mourning-clethes, . forced 
poo a few Tears, and io went along af- 
.ecr the biere, and left-her-not till he fav , 
her buried ; -burthe ſame day, or che next 
day after, wiped away all Tears from hys 
Eyes, changed his, weeping i 
caſt off kis mourning cloths 


zealous and ſe holy, that we will not ad- 
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of Pontius Pilate, who "a one e wh he 
ſame mouth -did borth abſolve him and 
condemn him, confefling thathe found xo 
cauſe El death in him, Luke 23. 22, 24. and 
yer adjudging him to be crucified We are 
very fickle and mconftant, bur m nothing 
more conſtant than in the repetition of a 
vicious courſe of Life. Alas! alas! we car- 
ry too much of the 007, thatis, Incon- 
Nancy in our breaft. Somerimes xve are 0 
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Mmir of a cheerfub countenance , for fear 

left it ſhould hinder our ſanity and devo- 

tion : we look demurely, caſti _—— - 

down to Girgroumband knit thebr 4 

bet y wth our ſelves, when ern _ 
ry ar 


| It motor .Y 
time comes that we begin to #epext us. of : 
our repentance; So weſeldom- continue 


AS 


© 66 . The third Conſideration 

it ſeems unto us too laboriqus : and art e- 
very light beck we row down the ſtream of 
'our former uncleanneſs. Such is the in- 
conſtancy of our life, that ir preſents unto 
our minds all ſorts of pleiſures and vices, 
We make an outward ſhew of adoring vir- 
tue ! bur in hearc and mind we f:!l down 
and worſhip vice ; . a moft laborious kind 
of ſervice. This 1s nor the way unts Et:rnity, 
unicſs 1t be of puniſhment and rormews 
which ſhall have no end. 

Ler us ſingle our one Chriſtian man of 
many, and ſuch a one eſpecially as is moſt 
addicted to his pleaſure; ler us carry him 
along with us to the mouth of a Furnace 
red hot-and flaming ;. and then let us begin 
ro queſtion him ater this manner : How 
much pleafure wouldeft r1ou'ask to cont- 
nue burning in-this Furnace for one day ? 
He will anſwer-to this undoubtedly, I 
would nor be tormented in theſe flames 
for-one day, togain the whole world and 
all the pleaſures in the world. Bur let us 
propound another condition . unto him, 
What reward wouldſt thou.ask to endure 
this fire only for half a day ? Pco 
whar reward you-will, there 15 nothing ſo 
delicate,ſo precious,ſo dear unro me,which 
E would be willing ro.buy at ſodear a.price, 
4s cheſe torments. - Bur to try ance more, 
What reward and. pleafure wouldſt _ 

abk; 
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«por Eternity. ' 69 ; 
xk to go into this furnace,and to ſtay there : 
bur —_ hour ? His anſwer certainly Yee 
this, Ler.the moſt coverous and impuder 
man in the world ask what he can, that 1s 

net to. be compared with the unuttera 
| _ roy we BR 5 a OY 
of this fire, rhough the d Jat © 
one hour. If theſe anſwers be good an 
agreeable to right reaſon, How comes 1. 
ro paſs, O char for a little gain, and 
> that bur vike, for deceicful honour,. and 
| that fugitive, for filehy pleaſi and that 


weld. A Ms. a & © - 
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not long, ſo many men ſo little regard E- 

ternal puniſhment in Hell-fire We can- - 

not be perſwaded with any-reward , no, 

though ic be to gain a whole world to ſtay 

but for one hour in fire Temporal: and yer, 2 
if eicher gainat any time invited us,. or if - , 
honour ſmileth upon us, or pleaſure alluw- i 
reth us , we never fear Hell and fire ,Eter-" 


141, Burt thou wilt ſay, I hope for berrer; 
God is merciful, and his goodneſs will nor 
ſuffer me to deſpair, or tobe terrified with 


the fear of evil ro come. So indeed, we are 
wont to ſpeak + and the words. inthem- 
elves are not impious,- if our works. were 
pious, But for the moſt pare our works are 
ſuch, thar if we rightly confider them, | we 
have li:tle cauſe 9g OP ey; Tr is 
a very dangerous and fooliſh part, tor aman; 
£0 live in a conftant courſe iT os edlineſ 
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68 The #hird Confurtio 


a+ theeamed- in che Gofpel? Whoſorer 

fiF ants bls brother, Fhon fool, ſhall be 
HM def of bull = Ar $5.22, Know- 
ner whar Clitift hath forbidden ? 


F7 ; Lord, ſhall 
he jr pb  Atever + but br-whith doth the 
WH of ty Father which is in heaven; Maeth, 
rom of | Aowel rhounot 
f Sit of ths tt that [worth 
Ce leohey Woe wa is wot worthy 
fs MF. 1-4 pho rakttÞ 1b0 bis craſs and 


offer" Ivey 13s inot- wort #0, 
Rt Rex norihet 


thar Chriſt ſult _- 
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7@ The third Confideration 
head ar ftake, andto bring His life in dan- © © 
ger, 15 a bad adventure ; bur art the worſt * 
1tis bur loſsof life, and thar loſs is not of 
all other the greateſt, . Bur co hazard the - | 
exernal {alvarronborh of bedy and ſoul, by . 
Imimgatuncertatnries, by hoping in words, 
and deſpairing' in works, nullifying _ 
by a wicked and ungodly life: this is the - 
moſt extreameſt of all evils :- rhis is the 
molt grievous misfortune a man can fall. 
ico - this 15 moſt pernicious raſhneſs and 
holdneſs - this'is extream folly and mad-- 
neſs; Now confer tbis,. ye that forget God, 
teſt be tear you in pietts, .and there be nonets' 
deliver you, Plal. $0. 22. 
CHAR HH  -] 
That the way: of Exernity is diligently and 
© carejully to bt . ſought after. ts "4 
ET every Chriſtian man therefore 
= ns ion Four Nis arſe, 
which are in , this queſti- 
on, Whar ſhall i do chat I etain | 
blefſed  Erernity,:'or Eternal: bleſſednels? 
AmI in:che right way:'thar[leadeth: unto. 
Ettraity.}'Somnerhing; F:do indeed; bur-tr 
i but omen Buren igrans eaking + 
of, I thirſt-and breath fer the joys which - | 
are immortal and Eternal : but few. aremy: | 
- werksz| cold and imperfeR ar the beſt,and. 
AST | | alrogether 


mmm 


" apou Blorknny. - 5, 


Þ- alcogether unworthy of ah Ererhal inline. 

Tf 1 chrnk ir long till Tarrive ar the haven, 
* but Tam afraid of the troubleſome waves 

F 4nd tempeſts by the way? when as yet 
| norwitkftanding thar is the ſafeſt md beſt 

* Way unto heayen, which 1s moſt rouj 

' narrow. This is the very Truch'ir felfof 
Gods mouth progounceth, and Chrift 
claimeth, ſaying, Enter ye in at the ſtrait 
£9" : For wile is the gate, and broad is the 

_ "way that leadeth to d lon , and Fay . 
they be ( alick!too maby ) that 20 inthered | 

. 'Becaiſe ſtrait 3s the gate, and narrow is the | 
way which leadeth wits life 3 and few there by * oY 
{alack/ roo few ) that find it, Matth, 1 <= 
.13, 14. Again, Strive to enter in at. the OW 

| Praitgate: For many. T ſay unto you, will ſee 

; 20 enter” in, ax4 (ball rot be able, .Luk. 13. 

Y 24. . Oh'whar a f Ja wor. Þ, ah 

| MYNY; and. FEW ! oy 
ſhould ir make us het But we miſe - 
Table mendeceive'our ſelves, raſhly TR 
miſing unto our. ſelves Zternity : 

_ 1 cannor. tell whether *% may. te mor 


tall; ed 3 mn hi ew be 


6 3 ard rn wo Br Br nero” 


ro, God... 01 

' whileft KI the acceft(d tipts 3nd 
| Wy F Legg 2 Cor. 6. Fes would. 
JI _ havea diligent and ' an -Jinrent_ eye © 
| | voſt andreaf6n «pd 
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72 The third Conſideration. % 
: Alas! What is all this that I ſuffer; Or, | 


chat I ſee others ſuffer ? Ir is nothing if ir 
be compared wich Eternity, What if I 
could reckcn up as many labours and pe- 
rils as Saint P.zxl himſelf did undergo. as 


are by him ſer down in his ſecond - 


-piftle rothe Corinthians, and the eleventh 
? 2 Cor.11. 27. If I ſhould e- 


dure hanger and thirſt, enmiries and inju- - 4 | 


ries, ſickneſs and poverty? Yea more, 
wharif 1 were ſfioned with Saint Pau, and 
beaten woth rods? Whar if I ſuffered fhip- 


. wrick ? ver, 25, Alltheſe are nothing to: 


puniſhments Eternal, Therefore in all ad- 


verſity, I muſt chus think with my {lf, 1 þ 


hall ſze an end of all, Plal. 119. 96. 


The Prophet Dazie! having reckoned up 


ſundry calamiries, ar le addeth 
words, Even to the time of the end : becauſe 
It is yet for a time et , 

- Came hither, come hither 


any other calamity.Why wk drewn your 
ſelves in your own tears? Why do ye make 
your life bitter unto you with impatience 
and c—_— 2 Here is for 
you, great com 
of that. ſuffering, 


; all b, that are i- 
in affliction, in forrow, need, ſickneſs, or WW; 


LY Berea hon tinea gan 
upgnyou? Be notcaſt down : have g good 
courage : they ſhall donrinue only Þor « 
. time ; Do ye ſuffer comrunely a) 


- "cv Rh” * "3 : 
#. k . Y TT 
+» _ AAS a a oaA9m. ._ _TC9rT A 


73 


injuries? 


TH $ ? & 
lis Ht 
Tl H 
Hayy 
Fl Rh 


Irnity. 


Exe 


[7 
J 
A 
fo a 
E 


- 
Dn BY Thin I | 


<— oy | & N 

* 3 

* 4 
&- : 

"I? - be I 
<7 

if 

20 
+ © 220 
T4 
V . 
ET pts 
PE, 
Ed. 
2 

"mY 

g . FE - 

& 

A 

> 
Os A % 
Dogs + n 
n 
” 
” 
V 


on Ps Jo Ds 


' 74 The third Conſideration 
It is Eternity alone which is tiot concluded 
within any -bounds of time, Whether 
therefore the body ſuffer or the mind 5 whe- 
ther we loſe riches or honours ; whethcr 
our patience be cxerciſed by ſorrow or 
grief, cares, or any, affit& ions, inward or 
outward, - all .is but painted and momenta- 
ny,if we think upon Eternal puniſhments. 
'For when fifty thouſand years ſhall be . 
paſſed after the day of Um, go”, there | 
ſhall ftill remain fifty chouſand Millions of 

z and when thoſe likewiſe are paſſed 
there ſhall ſtill remain .more and more, 
and yet more Miliions of years, and, there 
ſhall never be an end. But who thinks þ 
upgn theſe things? who weighs and conſt- F 
ders them well with himſelt 2 Somerimes 


we ſeem to have ſavour of things Eternal : 
bur we are - toſſed up. ard down.with the | 
motiens and thoughts of chings paſt, and - 

things future; our heart wavereth, and is 'J: 
full of vanity. Whowill eſtabliſh ir, and F 


ſer irin a fure place, thar it may ftand a } 
while, and ſtanding admire., and admi- 
cing be raviſht with the ſplendor .of Eter- F 
| nity, which always ſtands, and .Þ 
Augaſt. never-paſſech away ? WelY did .! 


lib. 11, Myrogenes , when Exftachins : : 


conf. cap. Archbiſhop of Zeruſalem. ſent, 
FY gifrs:unro him, he did very I 
x] well, I fay-inrefuſing m— 4 
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| upon. Eternt:y. 75 
and ſaying, Do bur one thing for me, On- 

f. ly prav for me, thar I maybe delivered > 

from Eternd{ro:mment, Neicher 

was Tilly out ofche way whenhe TL, 

ſail, No hamane thing can ſeem Tc. 

F prexr unco a wiſe min,-who hith que, 

the knowledg of ail Eterwdy, and lib, 3, 

" of the mapni:ude of the whole 

- world. But Frazcis, the Author of the 
O:der of the Franciſcans, hath a ſaying 
far berrer than that of Tvlly, The pleaſure 
that is here; fatth he, js bur ſhorr; bur 
the puniſhment rhat ſhall be hereafter, is 
infinite : The labour ' that is here, is bur 
ſmall ; bur rhe glory which ſhall be here- 
after, is Eternal, Take your choice. Ma- ' 

_ hy are called, few choſen, bur all reward- 
ed according to their works. | 
' . Let us haſten our repentance therefore, 
whileſtwe have tine, Ic ts ber- . Fo 
ter, ſaith Guericus,” to be pur- Gurr, 
ged by water than by fire, and Serw. 
ic 15-far cafier. Now 15 the time «az Pari, 
for repentance ; Ler our timely. 
repencance therefore prevent puniſhment, 
Whoſoever is afraid of the hoar froſt, the 
ſnow ſhall fall upon him; he which feareth - 
the leſſer derriment, ſhall ſuffer a greater, 

_ he which will not undergo the light bar=. |, 
* - den of Repentance, ſhall be ro un. # 

1 . dergo the moſt heavy burthen and moſt 
FTE £4 |  X grievous 
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76 The third Conſideration 


grievous puniſhment of Hell. S. Gregs- 
Ty hath a laying ro this Ren Some, 
1th he, whileſt they are afraid of Tem- 
oral puniſkments, run themſelves upon 
Eternal puniſhment. Hither we may add 
tharof Pacian ; Remember, faith he, thar 
in Rell there is no place for confeon of 
fins, no-place for Repentance ; for then 
it 15 roo late toreperit,and the rime is paſt, 
Make haſt therefore whileſt you are in the 
way. We are afraid of Temporal fice, and 
the Executioners hands 3 bur whar are 
theſe ro rhe claws of rormenting 

Anbr. Dewils, and the Ewrlaſting fire 


ap. g. of Hell? The Counſel of Sainr 
. adVirg. Ambroſe toa lapſed Virgin fits 


taff. well in this place. 
i True- Repentance , faith he, 
_ not to be in word only, but indeed 3 
this is true Re nce indeed, if 
thou ſetteſt before thine eyes from whar 
glory thou art fallen ; and conſidereſt 
with thy ſclf our of what Book thy name 
1s blotred ; and believeſt that now thou arr 


-KEAr unto utter darkneſs, where there is 


weeping and gnafhing of teeth without end, 
And pe. thou _- certainly perſwaded 
that theſe things are true, as indeed they 
2re, ſeeing that the Soul rhat ſinnerh is in 
danger of Hell-fire, and there is no means 
after Bapriſm {eft ro eſcape, bur only Re« 
£% Peutanee;3 


/ 


© , Upon Eternity. _ 97 
pace 4 be coment to ſuffer any 1a- 
z and to undergo any afflition, ro be 
freed from Eternal puniſhment. The d#f- 
_ eaſes of the Body move the fick man to 
vs oma þ Ler the diſcifes of our - 
Is move us alſo to take the purgation of 
re ; ler the defire of our Salva:icn 
move us : let the fear of Eternal death 
and Eterxa/ torments m2ve us ; . let the 
hope of attaining Eternal life and Eternal 
glory move us, Ler us embrace that 
which purgethche Soul, and !er us cſchew 
that which polluteth ir. And nothing dee 
files the Soul more than a filthy Body. 
Faithful is this counſel of Saint Ambroſe, 
and worthy of us to be embraced. -- _ 
O Chriſt Jeſus, gran: unto us thar we 
may ſo poflets things tranſitory and te.mpo- 
ral, that finally we Joſe nor the things 
which are Eteyzz/: and give us grace to 
walk in their ſteps, and to tollow theirgood 
example, of whom Saint 4»gxſtize ſpeak- 
eth ; Many there ace, faith he, that wil- 
ingly come under the yoke, and of proud 
and haughty men, become humble and 
lowly, defiring ro be what before they 
deſpiſed, and haring to be what before they 
we:e ; paſling by, like rs, things 
preſent, and making hafte with greedi 
afrer rhings ro come. They pant in their 
running towards their Eterz2/ Country, 
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»8 The third Conſider ation,&c. 
preferring Abſtinence before | Fulneſs 3 
Watching before Sleep, and Poverty be- 
fore Riches, accounting labour in the 

ueſt of vices to be bur pleaſure, loving 
their enemies , paſſing by mjuries; and 
ail for the hope ofan Eternal teward. And 
who then would not ſuffer any extremiry 
and labour, to ——_ unto themielves 
an Eternal reward? 
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THE FOURTH. 
CONSIDERATION 


_ 
ETERNITY. 
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_ iow ew holy "Tf malic oy Ecernity, 


niſkments, this hach fe 
GOme and fo incredib Prigen him 

felf lf (ammorherwiſe 0 mirab! IM 

EEE SE 


alien _— by the fire re | 
fins, ſhal ar be reſtored Tib. 2. k 
to grace. Bur Auguſtine and 7, .;.;.. 
o:hers convince him and con: , rateDei, 
demn him of -rhis his- error. capu22%- 
Yer notwithſtinding rhis error 


the orld man 
bath, fourd: in the w 


Favourers. Certain Hereticks called the 


Aniti, have diſſeminated and ſcattered it - 


threughpur Spaiz, by divers their inter 
prergrlain Sorts thought that all rhe dam- 


ped,. others thar Chriſtians only, others 


that Catholicks only, others that thoſe 
only thar had been- more liberal than o- 


thers in giving of alms, ſhould be deliver- 
edar length out of Hell. Though' St. 4y- 


gxſtine hath not refuted theſe their errors, 
yer the holy writ hath done it plainly and 
openly, Matth. \25. 41. Depart from me 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire: And again, 
VEr. 46. And theſe ſhall go away into ever 
Lf ing Pu ment, but th: righteous into lifi 
Eternal.” Here no Glofles or Interpreta 


tfons will ſervetheir turn ro defend their 


errours. Wherefore the Divine PlalmiF: 
Ring David, though he d&diyl:ted much 1 
the couſtgeration 'of both times., tha 
which was: paſt, and thar which was t 
come. Mine eyes, ( faith he ) prevent th 
" might-watches : Pal. 119. 148. and : 
gain in another place , Thoz holdeſt mir: 
res waking : Tan ſo troubled that T cam 
Jpeak: Pal. 75. 4. What was it, Ble 
d Propher, that thus broke thy ſleep 
Whar buſineſs hadft rhou ro do ſo ear]: 
before day-light ? What cauſed'thee fo t 
keep filence, and to be troubled in mind 
Heas what he faith; I have--conſidered th: 
a: - a: aa) 


83 The fourth Conſideration 


#yon Eternity. 84 


&ays of . old, and. the years of ancient times, 


andthe years of Eternity 1 have had in my 


mind, Plal. 977. s. Lo, this was the thing 
that broke his ſleep, when he compared 
the years that were paſt with the years that 
were to come, and with Eternity. Nei- 


ther did herhus in tae day anly, but Tcallts 


remembrance, - ſaith he, my ſong in the night ; 
1 commune with my own beart, and my ſirit 
maar - diligent ſtarch, ver. 6. And whar 
moved him.to this nightly exerciſe? Wilt _ 
the Lord caft. off for ever.? and will- he be fa-- 

,vourable. uo more.? is his mercy c'ean gone: for 
ever 2 See how. he fears and trembles ar. 
the very. conſideration of Zternity, how he - 
15. afraid of Gods, judgments, Gpd 
ſhould puniſh. chem. with Eterzal, puntſh- 
ment. And what is the end and effe& of this 
Meditation ?. And T ſaid, this is mine in- 
frmity: But I will r:member , &C. Or, 
Now 1 will begin. So inan jnſtant, at the 
very ſame minute, he became hetrer than 
he was, and delayed.not,.neither did he 
deter his Repentance, and. put .it off rill 
worle years 3. Burt, faith. he, Now I wil 
begin, now:I- will live 2 more; godly. life 
than I have. dotie, He faith nag, Afrer 
ſuch an hopr, or after ſuch: a day 3 but, 

Now -even -now. I, will. ſome men fay; - 
if I were as David was: If I could mec 


xace.of Eternity as blefied. Daue. 062 | 
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$4 The fomth Conſideration 

may be then I would readify and with 
alacricy ſay with David, Now I will be- 
gin: But 1 am fo intangled with daily 


fo hindred with worldly bufineſs 
fo diftrated into divers pars one way or 
.. ether, that I catinor, I live amongſt men; 
F fee and hear thuch evil; I have no time 
or lciſure once to have ſo good athought in 
mind as the thought of Erermity. Wher: 
we meet s nunafh in app -e# make 
merry, amidit our ſports, | our 
— never ocuſtr about ſuch grave 
mts - our minds warider up and down 
abourt-many —_ and cannot then fix 
themſclyes upon-the conſideration of Eter- 
zity. "Ar our feaſt and merry-mectings, 
we take our cups, and pieale our ſelves. 
in making jeſts : Thoughts of Eternity 
are too ſevere, too fad and melancholi 
to be entertained by us 3 we bamiſh ſuch _ 
our of our company. We enquire what 
news our of Italy, or France, of Spain. 
Fhat which you tell us of ſo often con- 
ens and Hell, is new old, and 
grown ſtale, We know tt well enough al- 
. ready, what need. you regear it ſo often, 
git we loath ir ? Soby this means there is - 
mo place or time left onct re think upor. 
Eternity. O Chriſtian Brother, it is true: 
mdeed which rhou ſayeft, I cannot deny 
K. But I could with thou wouldſt =_ 
| F 
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ly, and forward ro amend Ag "TP as 
eG it, Iris amore un 
ave fee it with our eyes, that there 
as. Or no care in the _—_ of peri, Fe 
| 1 one thing or other every day 
5 us in mitd of i it. 
- >. The Book of the Rires and Ceremonies 
- ofthe Church of Rome atthe Conſecration 
| of -rheir Bi _ dothappoint theſe words 
2Þ to be | s Aternos in mente _ 
' Keep __ in "nf the Nears of Eternity 3 
_F. new in a yg dong is carried; 
*#Shalong to Sr. Peter's Church, there mm 
"before him, having i in his hand rning 
flax, and ſhaking tt, he repeateth DE. 
F theſe words, Pater Sanffe, fic tranfit glorie: 
F# mundi, Holy Father, ſo the glory of the World 
| paſſeth away. It were adeyout and godly: 
- Þ- pradtice, if wedidevery day ihe enid- 
. Bing and end of all our a&ions, ſay unto» 
our ſelves theſe words, Aros Aternos in 
mente babe, Think upon Eternity. But ©» 
ecialt y when we are tempted unto any: 
when the Devil ſuggeſts and purs into 
Liao dmg of cing mounted, 6 
ience isin danger of being wounded, 
Hen Tblak upon Eternity, 


120; 


A - —_—_ 
gn > eg re 
Lk. r_— 
, 


CHAD 


a ne "_ q Os be Wu -— SOT 
> =. P f S "Yves 
; Y " . - __ 


PO ES. 2 
7 Ee WR a” 59 hs.) 
= 5" 


86 The feurth Conſideration } 
Drvers admonitions to think upon Eternity. 4s] 
Pt p King of Macedo appointed a cer- - 
rain noble young man to ſalute him ' 
thrice. every morning after this manner 
Philippus, homo es; Remember, Philip, Thou - 
_ art but a man; that being put daily in + 
mind of his morrality, he might carry him- 
felf rowards mortal men like a morral man. 
Much 'more ought every good Chriſtian 
man, ahd true member. of che Cathoiick 
Church, to ''e a moniror unto himſelf and _ 
with due conſideration thrice ar the leaſt . 
every day fay to himſelf,” Erernity, Eterni- - 
ty, Eternity Why ſo? Sit: thine houſe in 
_&der( faith che Propher to King, Hezel495;) 
For thou fhalt die and not live.” There will 
come anevening for certam, afrer which 
thou ſhalt ſee no «morning; or chere wit] .. 
come a morning; after: which thou ſhatr 
ſce no evening. Have an eſpectal care 
therefore in all thy ations, thit thou 
woundeſt not thy Conſcience-z and truft 
nar .to0 far to thoſe things that periſh, for ' 
fear leſt thon rhy ſelf rogerher with them . 
doſt likewiſe periſh,* and finalfy * lofe the: 
things that are Eternal. Sb 
It is a cuſtom -in Gerhany, and not ro 
;bedifliked, in the evening when a Candle | 
| . is 
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© 2. pon. Bterntty. 
is firſt lighted, or brought into a room, to 
ſay, Deus drt nobis. lucem. Aternam, Gol 
grant untous light Ecernal. We ſhall do 


well to imitate the Germans in this cuftom-: 
or rather iris already in uſeand hath been 


' . long ago in many Parcs of this Kingdom, to 


ſay, God grant us the light of Heaven, Its 
very good daily ro pur us in mind of Eter- 
nity. es 
- There is likewiſe a kind of Eternity 10 
ſlavery and impriſonment, -but infamous | 
and horrjble. Ir is.a cruel puniſhment and 
worſe than death ir (elf in ſome mens mdg- 


- ment, to be condemned to perperual im- 
 priforment,:or to be a perperual Gally= 


fave. 

- Thoſe which are oppreſſed with ficknets 
or other ſorrows, do hkewiſe imagine with 
themſelves , that even in their ſufferings 
there is a kind of Erernity. Whence it comes 
ro paſs that we: often hear them utter ſuch | 

empered ſpeeches as rheſe, 31! this laſt 
always? Shall Iftill without end be nailed 
faft to my bed ? ſhall I ſuffer theſe pains and 
ſorvows perpetually? ſhall T. always be this 
wvexed and tormented 2? Alack 7 rheſe Etrr- 
rities arebur ſhort, and ſoon come to an 
end. Bur if it beſo grievous to fleſh and 
blood to endure-ſlavery or:imprifonment 
here on earth, though bur for a moment 
(for our life is ns longer, accordingto De : 
%.. 'VIA-$ 
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_ * ®F The fourth Conſideration 


vids meaſure, but a ſpan, which is 
ſhorr ) whar care and diligence, and wo 
\ycunipetion ought we to uſe, that we 
not caſt inco the priſon of hell, and into 
the fathomleſs pir, where there is ſlavery 
and imprifonment, pain and torment, ro 


be endured thro Chor all ages; begun 


% 


CHAP. II, 


Thaf Eternity travſcends all numbers of 4- 
rithmetick. | 
"Here 1s a very common and well 
known Arichmetick, which Children 
are taught when they firſt. go ro School 3 
and this 1s ir. Suppoſe there was a Moun- 
tain of yery fine Sand as big as the whole 
Earth, or rather much bigger : pry pou 
any wenn ondig | ſhould tak 
om this Mountain one, and but one grain 
of Sand; how many thoufand, and chou- 
fand, and again I ſay thouſand, yea how 
many hundred thouiand and yer more, 
how many thouſand millions of years muſt 
there needs paſs, hefore it can be percet- 
ved that rhe mountainis grown leſs, or a! 


whit diminiſhed ? Ler a manthar is ki 


- ful in Arichmerick fir dows, and begin to 
caſt, how miny years muſt paſs before the 
mMOuB- 


| upon Frernity, 39 
mountain, or half the mountain be remo- 
ved by /the Angel. Certainly we cannot 
conceive thar ever he ſhall be able ro caſt 
' up the roral number ofthe ſand. Butheres 
in are we miſtaken : for although we can- 
not conceive ir poſſible ro be done, yer It 
may be done. Bur Eternity exceeds rhis 
numter ef years beyond all compariſon, 
| ir is moſt certain : for between a thing fie 
vite aud a thing infinite #hore is 18 compari- 
ſon, no proportion. Eternity hath no limits, 
no terms, . no bounds, none at all. Bur 
ſuppoſe the damned ſhould burn ip Hell 
no r, than till the Mountain by grain 
afer grain, year after year, ſhould by the 
be quire removed : yer what an in- 
fs, befo they nba oy ap ng | 
pa remey can ro 1 2 
Of deliverance! Bur alas! ) there © wp 
fach day to be z their rorments * 
ſhall have no cad : Afcer rhat incompre- 
henſible number of years, it ſhall berruly 
| Etersity 15notin 


or beginning of Eternity : for the 'meaſure 
of Eternity is Always. The fame art of 
Arichmetick about the buſinels of Eternity, 

| - ® 
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go The fourth Conſideration 
a late divine teaclieth, in words ſorzewhat 
difftrenr, hut in meaning a!t one wirh rhe 
former Trthereforeadd ic, becauſe a man 
can! never ſuificiently-chink or ſpeak of 1. 
Conſider, faith he, what is the lengrh of E- 
* _ ternity.How long ſhailGod and 


Cornelius a 2—_ 
4 Cepide in hiSines reign2ow long hall 
c.15-Exod. ds fs wad 


ever. How long is that? Imagine 
wy FEW a | drfoulat cars.As 
S/ That 1s ing inr Eternity. 
I ir ons hundred oh 1c hecatn ſo 
many ages: Yet that is nothing, Eternity is 
fill as longas it was. Imagine a thouſand 
milli years: And yet thatis nothing. 
Eternityts nota whit ſhortned. Imagine yer 
more A+ L0000000000@00000000000000 
©0000; thoufand-rhouſand ; thouſand-thou- 
ſand ; thouſand-thouſand ; thouſand-thou- 
ſand-Millions of years. Imagine, I ſay, the 
damned ſhould burn in Hell-ſo many years, 
and-yer thou haſt nor found the very begin-. 
ning of Eternity. Imagine once more ſo ma-- 
ny millions of milltons of years as there are 
_ in the Sea, and yet thou art not come 
to the beginning of Eternity.Such for conti-i 
munceis rhe Eternity of joy into which the 
bleſſed ſhall enter, and the - Eternity of tor- 
ments which the damned ſhall ſuffer, O Je-- 
ſus ſpare us, ſpare us O Jeſus, O ſeſus, ſave 
us. Have mercy upon us, Q good PR _ 
82 ; JUytNCEC 
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| ſuffer vs not to be plunged headlopg into 


the bottomleſs pit, to be rormenmed with 


. the damned far all Etermty. 


But yerif God would bur ſay unto the 
damned,let the earth be covered with moſt 


_ , »fine and, ander the worldbe filled there- 


with, and let irbe heaped.up10 high as hea- 
ven, and then [et an AngeFcome once in e- 
yery thouſand years, and take one prajin of 
ſand our of this heap”; when after Cy 
thouſand years as there be grains of ſand, 
the Anpel 'ſhall have removed the whole 
heap,then will I deliver you our of Hell: © 
hew would the daraned exult and rejoyce, 
and not think themſelves damned ! Bur(a- 
Jas) afcer ſo many thouſands of years thcre 
remain yet more, and more, and infinite 
more to all Eterxity,even for cver and ever. 
This is that heavy weight that ſoprefſeth 


. the damned. Let every one rerh#t 


ſinneth, conſider with himſelf, and again, 
I fay, lethim confider , that unleſs he 
repent, he ſhall be prefſed and groanun- 
der this heavy welght of Eternity. _ 

Gulielmus Peraldis , Biſhop of Lions, a 
very religious and fearned man, hath ano- 


ther manner of reckoning, meditating upoh 
the intumerable number. of years throngh- 
out which the damned ſhall be rormented. 
Ifrhe damned, faith be, ſhould eyery day 


diffi! from rheir- eyes bur one Tmaſl rear, 
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and thoſe tears ſhould be added 

day after day, they would ac length far ex- 
cced the drops of the Ocean: for they have 
theirnumber and meaſure ; and it is cafie 
with God to ſay, So many are the drops 
of the Ocegnand no more ; but the rears 
of the damned exceed all number and 
meaſure, Alas! Alas ! How little do we 
think-upon theſe things ! How freely and 
wiltully do we ſin, and make our ſelves 
gully of Eternal puniſhment , and that 
oftentimes for a yery little ſhort and filthy 
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| upon Eternity. 93 
ſlian Man ) be not turned invo a ſtone, it 


cannot but melc ar the conſideration of - 


theſe chings, and the very thought of the 
borromleſs pir and Eterna/ puniſhment will 
make chee fear and tremble. If there be 
any ſenſe inthee, here it will ſhewir ſelf, 
But as I ſaid before, roo few think 
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94 The fourth Conſideration 

reſt or mirigation of ain, no not for one 
fhort hour in the infinite ſpace of all E- 
termty. | 


_—_—— 


What effect and fruit the conſideration of E- 
ternity bringeth forth, 


PP chis 1s it thatharch made ſo many 
"A good Chriſtians, and fo many .holy 
Martyrs ſo prompr and ready to ſuffer any, 
rorments,” andany kind of death, that even 

in their greateſt pains, when they lay wal- 
lowing in their, own bloo.i, they were moſt 
ſtour and couragious, and with -a conſtant 
look and cheartul countenance inſulred 0+ 
ver their Tormengors, They. had the years 

of. Eternity ineMua, This is it, that hath 
made the world .ſcem diſt.ſteful and un- 

| leaſanr unto many , inſomuch that they 
| Os taken their leave of all pleaſures, and 
embraced and entertained a levere and 
ſtrit courſe of life, giving themſelves 

wholly ro reading, medycacionand. prayer 
2nd ſuch holy Gurics pmindLng heayen, and 
heavenly things. -. They: Lad the years. of Ex 
terzity in mind, The thongs of Etermty 
will makeall rhings in this life ſeem eaſie 
and pleaſant, though” to . fleſh and . blood 
they ſeem moſt 'grieyqus and ER 

t 


DO — 


upon Eternity. 98 
Tr makes all labours ſeem light, and very 
ſhorr. Prayer, ſtudy, watching, and ſuch 
like holy duties 1t commends unto us, and 
"rY tnakes them ſeem amiable. Ir ſeaſons and 
x ſweerers hunger and thirſt, Ir mitigates 
the ſenſe of pinching poverty. Ir makes 
Fr. all manner of croſſes in this life not only 
tolerable, bur alſo grateful and comfors 
| rable. Whoſoever hath the years of Eter- 
M nity in mind, and imprints them within, 
ly deeper and deeper by daily meditation, 
1; ſhunnerh no labour , neither 1s daunted 
N with any lofſes. Offer him a Kingdom, 
| offer him all the delights and pleaſures in 
ſt | the World : and he will not change his 
ne poor eſtateand condition for them, - Such 
Or a man as this is never complaining 3 he 
75 {| endures all.chings, he ſubmirs himſelf rv 
h | all. For thus he thinks with himſelf, what 
a. a ſmall thing is this or that, that or this, 
Y and of how ſhort , continbance !* I wi 
d | therefore endure ir patiently 3 it will nor 
d | laftalways. It1s bur for an hour, and thar 
ES a very -ſhort one, that mine enemies hete 
'r oppreſs me. Well, go to yedetraQors, bite 
me ſtill, if ye will, ye enviors ; I will noc 
Le run from you, This 15 your hour and the 
!) | power of darknef : But I expe the day 
ic of the Lord, andthe fy of Eternity 3 and 
a why ſhould I affli& and torment my ſelf 
t | wich forrowand lankBarion? Allthis life 


- 
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4s butg death of one hour : The viory is 


-yot difficult; but the triumph is Eternal. 
"Why fhould I be afraid of the raging waves 
-pf this troubleſome world 2? Thave fight of 
he haven already. Now it rains and thun- 
. ders upon the heads of the goed and gadly 3 
bur the ttorm will ſhortly blow over. Bur 
-upon his enemies God fhall always rain 
fire and brimftone, ſtorm and tempeſt; this 
' ſhall be their portion to drink, Dan. 12.2. 
And many of them that ſleepin the duſt of the 
earth ( fo propheſieth Dumel ) ſball awakez 
fame to co lije, and ſome to ſhame and 
everlaſting coutempt. In the old Law God 
ami Moſes, ſaying, Numb. 10. 2. 
Make thee two trumpets of ſilver, of an whale 
piece ſhalt thou make them, v. 4. If they blow 
but with one trumpet, then the Princes, which 
are the heads of the aromages Like ſhall g4- 
ther themſelves unto thee. en ye blow an 
warn, then the Camp ſhall ga forwards. 
Unto theſe two trumpets we may compare 
theſe twg words, NOW and ALWAYS. 
- This is the law of the world, NOW ler us 


be merry 3 np let us rejoyce z now let us 


enjoy our goods, while we have them: 

came, ler us po crown-our (cles with 

aſcs, before they be withered ; now ler us 

gve 10 erty Joes the figns api ates 
| y. to 


of qurjoy. They tharaztend < | 
ſound of this Trumpet, they that haye cars 
( ro 


_— TA od. a0; od. Ao. ER EO at 


upow Eteruity. 97 
> hear nothing bur this NOW, they live 
for the moſt part fo, as if they were n3 
ALWAYS for eo follow. Therefore they 
' do nor remove the camp'z amidit whey 
pres they wilfully forget that they are 
ere but Pilgrims and ſtrangers - whither- 
ſcever the waneon fleſh inviterh them they 
go with greedineſs: they are bufied airoe 
gether in heaping up riches ind following 
ſures: and the ſound of this NOW 
ſo obruud. and dull their ears, ther 
| they "are deafro all good counſels and pre- 
' | cepts:; and they will not ſo much as lend 
| | an ear to that ALWAYS which ſhall fol- 
, | low. But them whichopen their ears to 
; | Hear, and their hearts to underſtand, when 
- | the Church ſoundeth both trumpets, ( as 
; | it oftendorh ) and thereupon ferioully con- 
- | fider with themſelves, and compare toge- 
z | ther this ſhort NOW with that ivfinice and 
, | everlaſting ALWAYS, they will uſe no 
e | delay, but preſently remove the camp : 
 ||- they live here as Pilgrims and ſtrangers - 
s | they have their loyns girt;z they remember 
s | thatthey are ina Journey 3 they ſend their 
riches and res betore then into their 
Country which is above ;they chuſe rather 
to enjoy them ALWAYS. in Keaven, 
than NOW for a ſhort time upon earth 


GG Unty © we 


Certain itis, whoſoever kearethatentively, 
L hannah: the Alarm of thee 
2 _— 
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Trumpets, and thereupon compareth to- 


gether things preſent with things future, 


and things tranfirory with things Eternal, 


he will preſently make himſelf ready to de- = 


rt, he will prepare himſelf a place of 
urial, he will lay out his winding-ſheer, 
he will ſend for his bier, and furniſh him- 
ſelf with all things neceffary for his jour-: 


ney, remembring ſtill in every place, thar 


he is paſſing on the way to Eternity, and 


conferring with himſelf every day after this 


manner : How ſhall I be able to give an 
account unto Ged for all my thoughts, 
"words and deeds ? and, When ſhall I give 
up my-account? and what ſentence will 


'he paſs upon me ? NOW therefore will I 


die unto my ſelf, that I may ALWAYS 


live unto my ſelf and unto God. Well is 


it with that man, which timely and daily 
thus thinketh upon Eternity. Whatſoever ' 
we do, we are pafling on our way, andwe ' 
do not know how ſhort it 15, unto the gate 
which leadeth nnto Zternity. Art the laſt 
Hour of our life death ſhall bring us unto 
this gate, and compel us ro enter. Let us 
therefore ſo live, as if we were always ex- 
petting death, thar if it ſhould pleaſe God 
at any time to viſit us with ſickneſs, the 
fore-runner of death, we may entertain it | 
cheerfully, and bear ir patiently, lifring 
up our eyes unto Chriſt hanging ”_ - 

roſs, 
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upon Eternity. 99- 
Croſs, the true and perfe& pattern of Pa 
tience : and when the time of our difſoly--- 
tion draweth near, praying thus ; Lord- 
elu ſtand by me and comfort me; Lord: 
eſu be preſent with thy ſervant that put» 
reth his truſt in thee; Lord Jeſu-make me - 
partaker of thy victory, Lord Jeſu receive - 
: my ſpirit , and lead me through the dark- 
: ſome valley and ſhadow of death, lead me : 


| and forſake me nor until thou haſt broughe - 
; my ſoul intothe land of the living, Othou - 3 
moſt potent conquerour of death, O thou: 


which art my light, life, and ſalvation. 


\ 
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: Hvw othirs, even withed men heaters; 
bave meditated upor Ettrnity. | 


HE _—_— the Fatherstel-- 
lech us of a religious. nericen Plain. 
reading upon the ninerieth 

came at faratps Loud. ox 29. oy it, 
_— S, fereagr x oh 4 
art but as yeſtrrday, whin if is pa 
and here ſtuck - For he could nor cor { _- 
_ reaſon, way 4 thouſand years and *!' 
Ri vendaeiir there a little bird was f 
ſerx by God, which fo r{ifhr the Man 
with Hoe fore finging , that though he. | 
_ heard hecſing a very great while ro gether | 
* yer he tho agg very ſhore, fearce : 
error ME 
it ſte o 8. men rn #1 
kave with holy Peiidn mediared —_— | 
E 4. enic, 65.1. 
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ternity, but eyen wicked men alſo , and 
thoſc oftentimes againſt their will. 

© "Binedifius Rhenanusreports of a vain and 
ungodly fellow, avery epicure and mere 
worldling, which never-uſed to faſt or 
watch ; one that could not endure the 
want of any thing,. but eſpecially ſleep : 
Upoy a certain night, ir ſeemeth, thistel- 
low could -notſkeep as he was wont, being 
much troubled with unuſual dreams: fo 
 HEturneth himſelf upon kis bed from one 
4ide to another, and: could not 'by - any 
means ger any reſt ; then he w'ſhed it 
were day.: But here the wind of the Lord 
began to blow, though it were in a ſtrange 
land: for good thoughts were. very rare 1n 
this man, Being weary with watching, 
and finding no eaſe or reſt at all, thus he 
began tothink with himſelf; Would any 
be hired upon any condition to lye thus, 
two or three years together in darkneſs, 
without the company of friends, though 
hisfickaeſs were notvery grievous? Would 
he be content to want his ſports and plays 
lolong ? Would he be conrent to be bound 


. 0 his bed, though ir were. a feather-bed, J 


.ora bed of Down, and never ſtir abroad 
to ſee any fights, or ſhews, or make mer- * 
.ry with his friends ? I think no man would. 
And ſhall alone amongſt all men enjoy 
reſt and pleaſure by an eſpecial Privileege, 


X mt 44 $14 
WER. 2 bn Ir Ss 
at ones boyd 7 


{$1 ® 
% 


«pon Eternity. . 10 
" and have no end of prief and ſorrow? 


Surely no, WillT, nill I, needs I muſt 
ſometime or other lye down upon the bed 


_ of ſickneſs, unleſs I be ſuddenly taken 
away by death, which God forbid. ( This 


was 4 good wind, theſe were good cogitati- 
ons) Burt what bed ſhall I have nexr, 
when death ſhall rhruſt me our of this ? My 


body muſt rot under earth 5 For this is the 


condition of all Men -after ' death. Bur 


what ſhall become of my ſoul in another: 
World ? Surely all Men do not go to the-' 


ſame place after death. Do not ſome go- 


one way, and (ome another ? Is there noc 


an Hell as well as- an Heaven? We and: 


als? Whar kind of - bed ſhall the damned - 
find in Hell ? How many years ſhalt: _— | 


lie there? In what year after their 

entrance ſhall the-flames ceaſe and be put 
out? -Afuredly ' Chriſt doth: not only im 
word threaten eo caft the wicked imoever- 
hſting fire, but will alſo caft them. indeed, 


This-thing. is certain and very manifeſt. - 


Therefore the damned ſhall burn in. Hell 


for ever. Therefore a- thouſand,. and a-- 


thouſand , and _ I ſay & rheuſand 
years will nor ſi 


Heaven, nor God, being. moſt. miſerable 


Eter nally and wichour-end, - With :ſuchy - 


vi, © > =" FI 


ce to purge -away. the - 
{ins of this ſhorr life. Therefore they -. 
ſhall- never ſee. the ſun- any -more;,.,nor - 


ey. 
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thoughts as theſe this man became fo vigi- 
lant and watchful, and proceeded fo far, 
that wght and day hecould no be ar reſt, 
bur Eternity did ſtill run in his ound. Fain 
indeed he would have ſhaken off che 
thoughts thereof, as gnawing worms 3. 
bur he could nor. Therefore he followed 
ſports and paſtimes, went to merry meet- 
ings, ſought out anjons hke himſelf, 
and fare oftentimes fo long at his cups, 
that he laid. his Conſcience afleep, and ſa 
feemed to take fome reft : bur when he 
zame again unto himſelf, his Conſcience 
being awakened did preſently accuſe him, 
and ſuggeſt unto. him. afreſh forrowful 
thoughrs of Eteruity. Thus findmg no 
reſt, he refolved at length to amend his 
manners, and to. betake himſelf ro a bet- 
ter courſe of life, And thus he began to 
zcaſon with himſelf, Miſerable man that 
I am, what do I here? I fo enjoy the 
world, that indeed 7 enjoy it not; I fuf- 
fer many things I would not ; I want ma- 
ny things which fain I wculd have: I 
ſerve like a 0:ve, but who will: pay me 
my wages. I ſee well enough how the 
world rewardeth thoſe thar love it, and. 
do &l their lives nothing elſe bur ſerve ir, 
Bur ſuppoſe I had rhe/fruicion of allthe 
delights and pleaſures in the world that 
my heart. could wiſh : whar T_ 


ter to withdraw our ſelves away from thoſe 
things whereums - we are accu 6 
whether it be feaſting » Or drinking, ar 
company keeping , Or fach like : Bur 
whitſt we delay and defer the rime, deam 
may prevent us, and rake us away tram 


all theſe. Why then deſt thaw delay ? 


fef? Well, 1 with be another Man than b 
have been, if it pleaſe God I live. Ttiw 
life fteth nor long : Bur Ef&lly endur- 
eth. for ever. I muſt walk naw 1s 2 new | 
way 3 1 am reſolved up2R 155 and New L 


Where art thou b Eternity ?T © 
am ſeeking. tor thee, 1 an ing Us 
| wards rhee- ; ES, x | 
To conclude, hedid 2s he ſaid, hetaolt . 
| his leave of ihe world, he changgd <be 


courſe of his life 3 and fo lived | & died. 
an honeſt and godly Man. : 
'* Oh Eternity, how few fre rhey that. 
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think thus ſeriouſly upon thee? But cer- 
rainly there are very few, ſcarce any that 
weigh and conſider well with themſelyes 
what they are, and ſo continue and perfiſt 
in tharconfiderarion, We ſeek earneſtly 
afrer all other things, only Eternity ſeem- 
eth vile unto us, and not worth the look- 
ing after. Our thoughts run after riches, 
and-yert the pofeſſon of them is very un- 
certain 3 we know not how ſoonthey ſhall 
forſake us, or we them, We are ambitious. 
after honours: and yer they are flippery, 
and ſoon ſlide away from us. Weare 1n 
tove with pleaſures: and yet they have 
forrow and birrerneſs in their latcer end. 
'We defire reft : bur it is of no long conti- 
nuance, We knitthe knot of friendſhip. 
with others: bur it. is ſach as death ſhall 
quickly diflolve, We are never well bur 
when we are converſing'with others: bur 
our converſation 1s never in Heaven, where 
it ſhould be, We ſeek for abundance; bug 
ir +s there where # will ſoon fail. . Bug 
firely if we did more often and ſeriouſly 
thmk upon Eſer-ity, we ſhould not have 
ſuch a fervent defire after things of ſo 
fhorr a contipuance, I call S1int Bernard 
townneſs, who faith thus,: He that longeth: 


ejter things Eternal cannot but loath things: 


tranſftory. 


There.-are.:that have ofcen in thetr- 
by, | mouths 
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mouths I know not what Eternity, that. 
will promiſe and ſwear, and make 
reſolutions of amendment, and fay thus. © 

As long as I live, I will beware of ſuch a. 

place, or ſuch a place, where -Ihave for-. 

merly been tempted to ſin: I. will. never 

come near ſuch a Man, or ſuch a Woman, - 4 
or ſuch a cne that was my. companion in «YN 
f evil, I will never come nearhim as long 

| as Tlive, As long as I live, I will never 

go to ſuch and ſuch meetings, where there 
uſeth to be glutrony and drunkenneſs, * 
dancing , chambering and wamonnets, 

and ſuch like. It ſball ſuffice me that 

I have been there once, and again, and 
perhaps oftner; that I have done as the 
company did, that I have firmed with ſuch 

and ſuch, Theſe are good reſolutions :; 

'In this I cemmend: thee, O. Man.; | Be-. 
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when thou haſt made a vow or promiſe un- 
ro God, it is neceſſary ro uſe after care and 
Chriſtian forrirude in performance. Thou 
muſt promiſe nothing raſhly unadvi- 
ſedly unto God : But whar thou haſt pro- 
| imifed thou muſt religionſly and conſtantly 
recep and obſerve, How ſevere God is tn 
punifhing ſuch as break their vows and 
promiſes, we are ſufficiently raughr by the * 
woful experience and lamentable exams» 
ple of others, 


hmmm 


CHAF: I. 
The compariſonof mans labor and the (ſpiders 
one with another. 


=> is another Eternity , and that 
,- the worlſt of all; which thoſe men 
promiſe to themfelyes, which will needs 
ere& unto themſelves -an heaven our of 
heaven, and be bleſſed before they be 
dead. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, 
ye ſcornſul men; faith- the Propher Natah, 
Becauſe ye bawe ſaid, We have mage « cove- 
nant with death, and avith bell we are at 
agreement, T(aiah 28. 14,15. © ye mad 
men / How vain, and none ar alt, is this 
your Eternity { There is nothing perma- 
ment and. perpetual in this prifon. Ele- 
ganzly doth the Kingly Prophet oy” 
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- this; Pal. go. g©@ We ſpend our years, 
ſaith he, 4s « tale that 3s teld, &c. We 
ſpend. our years in muſing, lake the Spider, 
( for ſo ſome read it. ) He could nor 
have declared it better, and in fewer 


words. For whart are all our years. but a. 


continual muſing , and wearifome excr= 
ciſe? All the rime of our life is conſumed 
and waſted away with vain hbours, many: 
forrows, ſundry fears, often fuſpich 

and innumerable troubles: Even as the 
Spider ſpendeth her (cif in the weaving of 


her web. Our labours are continual, 


linked one unto COSTS fighs __ 
cans continual, partly in p_—_ 
j- profits and —_— partly in 
the removing and efchewing. thoſe things. 
which we count evi We do- many 
things, we undertake many labours, trou- 
bleſome and. grievous to be born, and 
mean-while ( alas / fuch is. our folly ) 


we 
perceive nor that we do. but weave the. 


Spiders web, taking a great deal of pains, 
with little fucceſs, to no end ar -purpole, 
We ſpend our years in mufng like the Spiger.. 
kt ts a great dealgf pains. and care thas 
the Spider raketh in weaving of her web, 


' ſherunnerh much and often up and down,. 


j 
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of fine-ſpun threads, to make her ſelf a 
round Cabinet ; ſhe exenterateth her ſelf, 
and worketh out her own bowels, to make 
an artificial and curious - piece of work, 
which when it is made, is apt to be blown 
away with every puff of wind ; ſhe hang- 
eth 1tup aloft, ſhe faſtneth it to the roof 
of the houſe, ſhe ſtrengrhneth ir with ma- 
ny a thread, wheeling often round abour, 
not ſparing her own bowels, bur. ſpending 
them wil/inzly upon her work. And when 
ſhe hath done all this,ſpun her fine threads, 
weaved them one within another, wroughr 
her ſelf a fine -Canopy, hanged ir aloft, 
and thinketh all is ſure; on a ſudden in 
the twinkling-of an eye, with a light ſweep 
of z beeſomeall fallethiro rhe ground, and 
ſg her labour periſheth, Bur here 1s nor. 
all : Poor Spider ! ſhe 1s either killed in 
her own web, or elſe ſhe is taken- in her 
own ſnare, haled to'death and troden un- 
derfoor. Thus the filly Animal may be 
truly ſaid, citherro weave her own,wind- 
ing ſheer, 'or to make a ſnare to hang her 
fel Juſtſo do'many men, like the Spi- 
der, waſte and conſume themſelves to 
get preferment , to- enjoy pleaſures , to 
gather riches, to keep them, and ro in- 
creaſe them. In ſuch projeQs they ſpend 
all their wit, and oftentimes the heakhs of 
- their bodies, running -up-and down, la- 
” : bouring 
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Eternity. © Tit 


Þouring and ſwearing, carking and caring ; 


wearying themſelves, and weakning their 
bodies, evenas the Spider doth by pile 
when 


| ning our of her own bowels. And 


they have done all rhis, they have but 
weaved the Spiders Web to carch Flies, 


| Yea, oftentimes they are caught 'in their 


own nets, they are. inſtruments of their 


own miſchief. The days of mirth: which 


they promife to themſelves, prove of- 
rentimes the days of mourning - ' That 
which they call their palace, becomerh 
their burying place, So we Jer years 
1 muſing = the Spider : I lay, in muſrng, 
for the-mo :-For we often purpoſe 
ro do mzny things, and do them: not. And 
whar-we do moſt arr end were betrer un- 
dore. Thoſe things which we parfue with 
ſuch greedineſs, for the moſt parc flie from 
us; and thoſe things which we contend 
for with ſuch earneſtneſs, we ſeldom at. 
rain to- But ſuppoſe we did, ( Alas! ) 
they have no perpetuity. So the covenant 


. with death (all be diſannnſled, and the 


agreement which hell ſhall not ftand, Iſa. 28. 
x3, We all conſume -away and die : and 


whichis worſt of all, we blindly ruſh head- 


long into Erernity, from whence there 1s 
norerurn. X 
Guerricus hearing theſe words read in 
the Church our of the Book of Genefts, .. 
B GeClds * 
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Gen, 5. 5. And all the days that Adam ti 

4, were ite bundred and thirty years : 

| be died. 8. And all the days of Seth 
were nine hundred and twelve years: And 
bt died. 11. And allthe days of Enos were 
Mine bundred and froe years : And be died. 
And. all the days of Methuſelah were nine 
bundred fixty and nine years: nd be 


fied, &c. Hearing , I ſay theſe words 


read, the yery conceit of death wroughr 
ſo upon him, and made ſo deep 
an on in his mind, that he retired 
himſelf from the world, and gave himſelf 
wholly to his deyotions, that ſo he mi 

dic the death of the gedly, and arrive 
mere ſafely at the haven of Eternal feli- 


city, which is no where to be. found in. 


. this world. 


lo. 


_ PR" "II" 


—— 


CHAP. IL. 
What 5s the beft Queſtion in the World 2 


Aint Matthew telleth us of a young 
Man that came unto Chriſt, and pro- 
pounded aqueftionunto him, Mat. 19.16. 
And Saint Mark deſcribeth the manner of 
his coming to our Sayiour, and his good 


carriage : For, ſaith he, There . came one - 


runuing and kneeling to him, and ashed him, 
Eoog Maſter, what ſhall I do that T may 
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 Iyberit Eternal Life? Mark 10. 19. And 


our Saviours anfver was, Thou Þroweſt the 
Commandments : If thou wilt enter inte life, 


ep, the Commandments, Matth. 19. 19» 


Philippi-a City of Maredonia, the breper 
of the Priſon came lr and jon 

before Paul and Silas , and dls 11S 
queſtion unto them, Sirs, what muſt T. ao 


| Zo be ſaved? This wasa v 


A better and more prof me Ke be 
moved. Bur, O good God, where is 
_ teſtion now in the world ? The 

is full of other queſtions : bur rhis 
is oy wade any —_ to be {ne ay 
men do now adays 


their awo queſtions, _ bring ro obo 


and fo wk, others witneſſes of rheir 
plicity, or curioſity, or ſomeſuch hidden 
diſeaſe of mind. He which makerh dilj. 
gent ſearch and enquiry where the on 
wine is to be ſold, doth ſufficiently ge 
what he loves beſt, ard where his 
care is. Another asketh ſuch —_— 
as a modeft Man would bluſh to hear - 
And this man fhews that his heart is full, 
and thar our of the abundance thereof his 
mourh ſpeaketh. All mens mourhs in all 
places are full of —_— ſuch as theſe 
are: Bur it is a rare thing to hear one 
Man ask another this; queſtion, Do you. 
think this is the way to heaven ? Ke 
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* fault common to every vicious Man, hut 


more proper to the libidinous and luſtful, 
the luxurious and riotous Man, though he 
be plunged into the. deep,. and begins to 
ſink, and to be overwhelmed, yer ſeldom 
or never to enter into a ſerious: confidera- 
tion with himſelf, and with a fincere mind 
ask himſelf this queſtion, ShallI ever chink. 
to obtain Eternal felicity by this courſe of 
life? Is this the way to. heaven? But ef 
all men thoſe eſpecially leaſt think upon 
ſuch queſtions as theſe, rhoſe I ſay, that. 
live a ſoft life, fare deliciouſly, and wal- 


low in pleaſures, that feel lirtle or- no ſor- 


row and affiifion, or if they do at any 
time feel never ſo little, labour what they 
can to be ſenſeleſs of it. To ſuffer, they 
count the greateſt of all evils. If ic goes 
well with they care not how it fares 
with others. If irbe well with them for 
the preſent, they take no care what ſha!l 
follow after. They never once think upon 
Eternity. This is their daily ditty, The 
Heaven of Heavens is the Lords, but the earth 
he hath given to the (ons of Men, They 
want neither ſtrength of body or mind, 
by which to eſcape the hands of Men, Bur , 
God hath long hands, he ſhall ſurely find 
them out, they muſt appear before him 
who 15 the Judge of all the world ; they 
cannot eſcape his judgment ; they ſhall 
| ſurely 


| upon Eternity. 115 
ſurely ſaffer Eternal. puniſhments for their 


wickedneſs and their offences. But if God 
in his ſecret jadgment caſteth away any 


 manas a reprobate and ſuffereth him to 


live after his own luſt and-pkeafure, he gi- 


' veth him his portion of proſperity and fe- 
licity in this be, he ſparcth Lin here, that 


he may puniſh him hereafter. And if at 
any time he doth any thing that is good, 
—_ recetvet _ _— 'Ot _ 
unhappy-happy Men the kingly prop 

thus Fe kerh: Pſal, 73. 5. They are not in 


' trouble as other Men; neither are they plagued 


like other Men, Pſal. 106. 39, They go 
a whoring with thtir own inventions. And 
this is a moſt miſerable eſtate and conditt- 
on of life , if there be any, For who 
God hath predeſtinated to bring him into 
the way of Eternal happineſs, he ſpareth 
him not here in this life, but ſcourgeth 
him daily, I might bring infinire exam- 
ples to prove this: I will name bur-one ; 

ut the like, I think, hath nor been ſeen 
or heard of in many ages. 


GHARE. 
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How God puniſhith here, that be may ſpare 
bereafter, A ſtrange example, the ils 
bath ſcarce at any tinu been heard of. 


N the year of our Lord, one thouſand 

one hundred eighty five, Andronicus 
Emperour of the Eaſt being overcome and 
raken priſoner by Jace dnetlo, had two 
heavy won chains pur about his neck, was 
laden with ferters and fhackles, and was 
moſt barhareufly and Nefpirefully uſed , 


and ar kength in this manner was brought 
pe nr Che D 
livered over torche mukitude to be abuſed 


dafhr out his teeth, they « 
publick, they made him a laughing-ſtock, 
they ſuffered women to beat him with their 
fiſts. Then they cur off his right hand 3 
and being thus maimed, they thruſt him 
mto the dungeon of thieves and robbers 
withouteither meat or drink or any other 
thing that was neceſlary, or any a 


' look after him. After 8 few days they pur 


upon Eternity. 119. 


our one of his cyes and being thus ſhame- 


Crown of Garlick, mo bom hold in his 
hand the Camels tail inſtead of a Scepter, 
DIS DIO 
Ke V CHU w1 

I bn ccomeitas 


riumph. And here the ent, 
baſe wd yl among he people, ſe fa- 
V 


an inhumane fort fell upon 
nor 


ages, 
him, nothing at all canfidering thar 1 
paſt three days before he was no lefs than 
an Emperour, Crowned with a royal Dia- 
dem, commended, worfhipped, honoured, 
yea and adored of all men. Nothing at all 


they 


r ding the oath of i » 

raged and were mad non ny cm, rw 
rage and madneſs fitted every man with 
inſtruments of miſchief againft him. Some 
ſtruck him op the head with clubs, others 
filled his noſtrils with dirt, others ſqueezed 
{punges upon his face, firft ſoaked in the 
Excrements of man and heaſt; others run 
tum intothe ſides with ſpits. Some threw 
ſtones, others threw dire ar him :* ſbme 


called him mad dog, others caljed him 


fool and blockhcad. An impudent women 
rung 
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running our of a kitchin' with a kettle of 


ſcalding-water in her hand, poured it upon 
. his head as he paſſed by. There was none 
which did nor ſome miſchief or other to 
him. Ar length they brought him ro the 
Theatre tb make him a laughing-ſtock, 
took him down from the Camel, and han- 
ged him up by the heels between two pil- 


lars, Thus-the poor Emperor having ſuf- . 


fered a thouſand indigniries; yer he bore 
them patient'y, carrying himſelf like a man 
and a true Chriſtian Champion. He was 
never heard -all the while to lament, or 
cry out of-his hard forcume; for it had 
been tono purpoſe. He Was all the while 
caſting uphis account, which he was to 
make unto God, and begging patdon for 
his fins, He was heard to ſay nothing bur 
only this, and this he- ſaid ofren, Domine 
miſerere, Domine miſerere, Lord have mer- 
cy, Lord have mercy. . | 


Unhappy Araronicas, which waſt com» 


pelled to ſuffer ſuch rhings'! Bart happy in 
this, that thou didſt ſuffer them ſo pari- 
ently, as being the juſt reward of ſin. 
When he was hanged up, one would 
have thought their malice ſhould have 
ceaſed: but they ſpared him not then, as 
long as he lived. : For they rent his coat 
from 'his body-: and toſſed him up and 
down with their hands, tearmg him m 
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Pieces with their nails. One more cruel 
than the reſt run his ſword through his 
bellyFand guts, as he was hanging. Two 0- 
thers, to try whoſe ſword was ſharpeſt, 
thruſt him through rhe back, leaning upon 
their \words with bo.h their hands. Here 
the moſt miſerable unhappy. Emperour 
with much a do liired up his maimed hand 
to his mouth, to pur out the blood,as ſome 
thought, from the freſh and bleeding 


J_ wound, and-ſo ended his life miſerably. 


After ſome few. days he was taken down 


.from the gibber, and thrownunder one of 


the arches of the 'Thearre hke'a beaſt, cill 
ſome that had more humanity in them 
than thereft, removed him; bur yer not-' 
withftanding he was not ſuffered ro be bu- 


ried. O Anaronicus' O thou Emperor 


of the Eaſt ! How much waſt thou bound 
unto God, whoſe will it was that for a tew 
days thou ſhouldeſt ſuffer ſuch rchings,thar 
thou -mighteſt nor periſh for ever! /Th:u 
waſt miſerable for a ſhorc time, that thou. 
mighteſt not be miſcrable for all Eternity. T* 
mb no doubt bur thou hadfſt the years. of 
Eternity in mind,ſecing thar thou didfſt ſuf- 
fer ſuch things ſo conſtantly & couragiouſly. 
Nicetas Choniates is mine Author, from 
whom T borrowed this lamentable hiſtory ; 
and he lived about the fame time, when 


this happened, 
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Let-us-Chriſtians keep always in mind 
the years of Eternity, So whatſoever ad- |} 
verſity or afflition happeneth, we | 
more-eaſily bear it. Everything 15 
3f we compare it with Etemity, Forour | 
light afflidtion, which is but for a moment, | 
worketh for us a far more exceeding, and E- 
ternal weight of glory, 2 Gor. 4. 17. Here-| 
upon Sr. Auguſtine crieth out, and-prayeth | 
ſo earneſtly, Domine, hic ure, hic ſeca,mods | 
#n ettynm parcas : Lord, ſear me there, lance} 
we bere, ſo thou ſporef me bereaſter. And 
Fulgentius, thougha moſtholy man, draw- 
Ing near unto his death, threeſcore and ren} 
days before he died;was oftenheard to cry 
our, Domine, da mbi modo patientiam, & 
poſtea indulgentiam ; Lord, grant me pati- 
ence here, and +aſe hereafter. Theſe 'were|. 
his wordsand prayerseven tothe laſtgafp.|' 
Certain it is, God ſpareth them leaſt of 
all, whom he dererminerh to rake unto]: 
himſelf ro dwell with him chroughourall] 
Eternity, 
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| How the holy Goofpeine | in many places texch- 
-"#th #520 meditate ,»pox Eternity. - 


che Wicked faith, Tharthe all 


go from feaſt ro feaſt, from delightstode- 


'H foler from wickedneſs ro wickeneſs, 
| This tsthetr Circuit. And whenthey think 
| = Fo ave almoſt finiſhed their Circuir of 


dnefs, and” gone over the round of 


 theirluſt, they begin again, recurning ſtill 
; to their Genes hy, till "death Acaleth 


upon cher before they be aware. 


* The Children of Fob made this law a- 
mongſt themſelves, to: feaſt" one anorher / 
; round, every one in his courſe. The good: 
| Man their ather obſerved and knew very 
| well, that this their feaſting round, .could- 
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not te without fin: And therefore heſext, _ 
and ſanttified them, and roſe up early in the 
morning, and offered burnt-offerings according 
to the number of them all, Job-1. 5. As there- 
fore the wicked delight and, rejoyce in 
gving the eircuic of their pleaſure :-' S& 
God ſhall appoint. them a circuit to go, 
bur ir ſhall be a crcait of rorments, and 
that tual and\Eternal, Bleſſed David 
foreſaw this likewiſe : For faith he, Thine 
arrows went abroad: The voice of thy thats 
der weas heard ia the Heaven; or, round aboat. 
Plal. 97. 19, 18. Famine, War,Peſtilence, 
Sorrows, Diſeaſes , Calamities, Death ic 
felf,. and. all adyerſities. whatſoever thar. 
happen beforethe firſt: dearh, are the Ar- 
rows of the Lord.; bur they flic aver ; they 
have wings, and.they quickly ffiefrom: one 
to another. Bur.the yoice of. this. thunder, 
the vaice of his anger and try ſhall comri-: 
nually, roar in.the priſon of, Hell, and like 
@wheel run round without wearing, for. 
all Eternity. This. wheel, as: if it were fill 
 withC wder,, when. it, hath once taken. 
fire, ſhall for, ever and Cver. A: fires. 
kind'ed in mine anger, and. (hall bin. unto 
the loweſt Hell, Deus, 32, 22. There: 1s 
alſo: another cixcadt,, and. that, likewiſe is, 
Eternal : fom unutterable cold.to- imole- 
rable hear, and from- heat back - again te: 
cold, Joh: 24 ig, Drought. "I 
ns ; 
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- fume the ſnow waters, (io fairh Job) and 

| phy eta ob have - ſmned. 

St. Matthew fignifieth it more -expreſly by 

the-gnaſhing of teeth, and weeping Of eyes. 
Matth; 12. 13. That we may more fully: 
ſerour this horribſe and incomprehenſible 
wheel, order requireth tharwe- ſhew how: 
the Church agreerh with the holy Scrip» 
ture inthis;as the holy Fathers agree with: 
the Church. We have here divers good 
admonitions-from all theſe, which if we 
atrend unto, we cannort- eaſily ter Etermty- 

_ Mipout of our memory... 


l_— — 


; CHAP. L 
The Anſwers of the baly- Fathers and the 
Church about this. 
F all the holy Fathers which have 
livedin divers ages, we ſhould do 
well. to-hearken. unto five eſpecially, 4#- 
Euſtine,. Chryſsſtom, Gregory, Bernard, Lake 
rentius, Thſtinanus.. | 
The farft.queſtion. here ({ which. yet may 
ſeema. vain and. faoliſh one ) is, Which1s - 
eaſier, and'more tolerable, ro. ſuffer pain 
1n.the. head,, eyes or teeth; to be troubled - 
with: the ſtone; to he pained with the 
wind. Cholick,. or Iiacs Paſſe, or. any a- 
ther acure. diſcaſe , _ ro ſep night * 
4 or 
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126 The fixth Conſideration 
orday, but co be tormented continually | 
withonr any reſpite for three days roge- 
ther, Thequeſtioanow 1s, I ſay, Which 
is caſter, whether to ſuffer the pains now 
mentioned, or elſe to cata piece of fiſh 
which is made bicter by the breaking of 
the Gall, This may ſeem a very ridicu- 
lous and moſt 1dle queſtion. For , how 
much bitrer is it to it eat ſuch a whole fiſh, 
rather than ſuffer thoſe ſo grievous tor« 
ments though but one day ! The bittere 
neſs of the fifh will nct endanger a Mans 
life, nor mzke him ſick, bur leave only a 
birter raft in the mouth, which 1s -unplea- 
fing roir, Iris truly anſwered, And yer 
how many thouſands of men make choice 
rather of the former! For, howoften doth 
the Preacher reach and exhorr, cry our 
and. ſpeak plainly! Chriſtian brethren , 
_ confider wel: with your ſejves, and look 
abour you ? the Erernal ſalvation of your 
fouls 1s in queſtion : Tf you walk this way, 
you muft affurediy look fot Eternal tor- 
ments - Chriſt hath ſhewed you anorher 
way both by his lifeand doarine, Rerura 
therefore and repent, you have gone long 
enough aſtray. You may if you willhave 
entrance into Heayen ; it you. be ſhur out 
1tis your own faulr : God 15 not wanting to 
_thoſe thar are willing, Ir is true indeed, 
There 1s fome bitrerneis in uſing abfti- 
NENCE 


PI 


upon Eternity. -* 129 
nence and faſting, in confefling of fins, in 
keeping the body under, in ſerring a ſtritt 
watch over thy ſenſes, in conquering ones 
ſelf, in living chaſtly and concinently : 
This 1s no eafie task: But, ler it be what 
it will, we muſt ſuffer ir Luke 24.' 26. 
Ought not. Chris to have ſu Aa theſe 
things, and ſo to enter into bis glory? Let nur 
a little and ſhort. labour terrifie us.- Ir is 
bur for a few years, or-it may be-bur a ' 
fewdays, thar we areto do and fuffer va- - 
liantly; bur our joy and reſt ſhall be E- 
ternal, He oyercometh all, whoſoever 
overcomerh and conquereth himſelf, con- 
raineth himſelf, and refiſteth his evil and 
violent paſhons , - and all this for Chriſt, 
for Heaven, for blefſed Eternity, Chriſt 
after his ReſurceRion found his Diſeiples 
eating fiſh- broiled upon the coals: To 
reach them how great things they ſhould 
aſrerwards ſuffer : and thar they were not 
ro think of a (ofc and eafie lite, bur char 
they were to be ſtoned, whipped, cruci- 
fied, have their skin pulled over cheir cars ;; 
that this was the way to a joyful Reſurre- 
Aion, - and co the participation and fellow- 
ſhip of Etemity with the bleſſed ; rhar all 
other things were Im-:1! and of no worth in 
compariſon of immortality, andchat bleſ= 
fedneſs, -which yer eye hath never ſeen. , 
Thefe things axe ofren ſpoken of, bur. they 
_ G5; are. 
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are little regarded... This fiſh; bitter wick: 
the.over-Howing of the gall, that is. world- 
ly crofles and the ſufferings of this life, 1s 
often. ſet before ys : bur is goeth againſt 
our ſtomach, we cannot eudure to taſte of * 
its Eternity 15 @ thing we often. hear of, 
we often read of,it is continually-preached 
unto us, and ofren repeated: but we either 
hear not,. or believe nor, or-regard ror, 
or if we do. for a time, the cares of the . 
world ſoenpur ir out of our minds, ang - 
J we bury it in: oblivion. But again, the 
| *- Conſcience often: plays the Preacher, and: 
of xecals to our mind theſe wholſom leflons,. 
1s inftans, dekarrs, reproves 3, but: prevails. 
nothing. All is invaia, For many are 1o- 
ebſlinite and perverſe, that neither the 
Freacher nor their own Conſcience can. 
work uponthem. But ſome are ſo: impu- 
dent, ehat they will ſec themſelves 1m; op» 
pofition, and: reply thus, Let it ga well 
With 4s. bere and. we cart not; we mither 
know- nov care what ſhall come: hereaſtev 3, 
we art all for preſent profits aud: pleaſures: 
uo Wan ritrirneth again from the dead; nti> 
they was it eutr known that. any. ane came 
back again out of Hell. Come therefore, leh 
1s eat, drink, and be-:merry, I# us. enjoy aus 
£0045 and take or pleaſure. TFhele are the 
werldlings D'eties : but ler: S, Auguſtine 
deaermine this queſtion, Melius eſt, medics Ny. 
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- amaritudo. in faucibus, quan; Aiternum: tors" 
mentumin viceribus, Better it is, ſaith he,. 
to.ſuffer alittle bitterneſs in. the mouth, . than: 
Eterual torments in the inward parts. It is: 

* far. better to. ſuffer for our: offences. here 
in this Warld, than-the Worid: to come. 
Far berrery it is. for threeſcore years and? 
ten, continually rogerherhere on earth, ro. 
be puniſhed with; moſt! grievous puniſh=- 
ments, rhan- to ſuffer the rorments of Helb 
for one day, yeaforone haurhereafrer.Bur- 
= Zu hear what another of the: Fathers 
altil, 

Saint-Cbryſs/tome, propounds 

the ſecond 07 gr this Hem. 20, 
manner; Suppoſe one night in ad Pop 

an; hundred. yearsa man.thould Antioce. 
havea ſweet & pleaſant: dream, PL ul 
and be. after puniſhed; an hundred: years- 
for it, weuld he think ſuch a. dream were- 
ro bedeſired? And yer. faith the Father, 
as 4 dream is: to an hundred years,fois this- 

_ preſent life to the life ro come, year:'ther 

. 1r. is much leſs: And as a: drop is to the: 

' main Ocean, fo: area: thouſand: years. uno. 
E-ernity. And in-another place. | 
What 1s there, ſairh he, to be Hom: 285 
compared unto Eternity? What 7 Erift. 
are a; thouſand years in compa» ad: Hebre.. 

"rifon of infinite ages whichare _ 
yet for. ta. come? Arethey: og. Lke unt@- 

.- -- he. 
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the leaſt drop of a bucket compared to 2 
botromleſs Well? Look for no end of tor- 
ments after «this hfe, unleſs rhou repent- 
eſt before thou departeſt our of this life - 
for after death there is no place of repen- 
tance, no. ſhedding of tears will profit 
thee, or do thee any good. Though a 
Man in Hell ſhould gnafh his teeth, and 
blare out his ſcorched rongue, he ſha!lnor 
obtain ſo muchas 1 drop of cold water. 
Grant then that a Man fhould enjoy plea» 
ſures all his life long, what is that to inft- 
me ages which are yet for to cbme? Here 
m this life all things good and bad have 
atkngth an end; bur the puniſhments thar 
tha} be ſuffered hereafter. ſhall have no- 
end Sctfire on the body here, and the 
foul will ſoon depart : but after the reſur- 
recion , when the body ſhall be from 
thenceforth immortal and incorruptible; 
the Soul of the damned ſhall always burn, 
2nd not conſume in Hell-fire, They ſhall 
riſe again , incorruptible indeed: bur. 
how 2 Not to receive a Crown of incor- 
 ruprible glory, bur ro ſuffer Eternal tor- | 
ments. Burlet us hear whar another of 
the F:thers faith. Fe. 
Saint Gregory maketh anfwer to this 
£ommon queſtion; Will nor drunkenneſs - 
fooner fteatupon a Man in the Wine cel- 
Ir, ſtanding by the hogſlicad, than inthe 


Pais 
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wpon Eternity. T3Er 
Parlour ſirring at the table? The ſpouſe 
of Chriſt triumpheth in the words of S0- 
tomon , he brought me to the Banquttting= 
houſe ( or as ſome read it, He brought me” 
into is Wine-cellar) and his banner over 
me was love, or, He bath ſet his banner of 
love over me, . Upon which words St. Gre- 
gory diſcourſing ſaith thus, By the Wine- 
cellar what cat we better or more firly 
conceived, than the ſecret contemplation 
of Eternity? For truly whoſoever doth ſe- 
r:ouſly conſider with himſelf upon Eternity, 
and lers this conſideration fink deep into 
his mind, he may truly rejoyce, and tr'- 
umph with the Spouſe, ſaying, He hathſ.t 
bis banners of love over me: For he will 


| keep better order in his love, loving him- 


felf leis, God more, and even his enemies 
alſo for Gods fake. Burſuch ts the nature 
of this profound confiderarion, thart it will 
preſently make a Man drunk. Make him 
d;unk? How ? Wirth the drunkenneſs of the 
beſt defires, ſuch as will lead him to a» 
mendmem of lite, carry him to his heaven- 
ly Country, and bring him at lengthto. - 
joys Eternal It was catt in the Apoftles 
recth, that rhey were drunk with wine :and. 


-. ſothey were indeed ; butic was with wine 


our of this Celiar.. Sr. Gregory hath: ma- 
ny excellent confidesartions and ſay! 
uport: Eterzizy ; amongſt ochers he hach 


. this, 
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this,. which is. a very.ſhoxr one and: atrue 
ane , Momentum. quod delettat, Afternum; i 
quod cruciat, That. which dtlighteth is. ma= | 
ment any, but that which tormemteth-is Eter= | 
xa. Herel could wiſh.with 7ob,. Job 19. 
23 24+ O that. theſe wards were written! 0. | 
that they were printed in a Book ! That they 
were grauen. with. a pen of Iron! Thele 
words, I ſay, that which, delighteth is m:- 
nentany,. but; that which tormenteh is Eter= 
#al, The Book in. which. this. ſhould: be 


written, is. the heart of man; the pep of 
40x. with which it ſhould\be wricten, is ſc- \ 
rious meditation.z the Inh with which: it | 
fhould:be: written, is. the Blood of Chriſt, 
And theſe words fo imprinted and. ingra- 
venin the breaſt, are theneſpecially- tro 'be 
&@led to-mind, and: to be often repeated, 
when. pleaſure fawneth ; when. luſt- pro- 
yoketh, when luxury inviteth, when tha 
fleſh rebelſeth, and the ſpiric faiſeth, when 
there is occaſion of- fin offered, and: dan- 
ger of falling into ſin. Bur let us hear whag 

another of the Fathers ſaith, 
 Tnthe fourth place comes St, Bernard: 
He ſhall anſwer to thequeſtion here to. be 
| rey ran In the lives of men there is 
xch difference,, that atmoſtnow ſo many 
men {o many judgments concerning aft}i- 
Qions, There are found: ſome1o grievoully. 
aud. continually, afliced:, that they 2 = 
rcady- 
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arc not againſt that, What, God willeth,. 
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readyta-falldawnunder the: eroſs, as, he- _ 
ing too: heavy fer them. ta bear, Ongia I 
oppreficd with, poverty, another is.affliged; _ 1 
wich ſickneſs, anethen 16 overcharged-with, ; 
ſcgret. debts, another 5 tormented; with: 
cares,, another is grieved and- vexed; wigh, 
injuries and; ſhnders: every mas thinketh; 
that: moſt, grievous. which. in: preſens he 
ſuffereth, And; many times. it cometh-to- 
paſs that ſuch as aze faint-hearred and;im-- 
patient, wiſh fon death, nun inco the- wa- 
tr, and make baſt ro. the haltes, thinking 
thereby, to; find; an.end. of all their griets 
and ſorrows, whereas indeed that {uppoied( 
end becomes to; them, but the beginuing of 
their ſorrows, and; fuch ſorrows. as never 
ſhall have end.. Bur with the good and; 
godly it is not ſo : They, patiently endure 
all, (ubmirring themſelves. in all things to: 
God's gaod will and:plealaure, They, net- 
ther defre to die quickly, nor yetto; live 
long. Is, ir God's will they ſhall-dig? They 
alſoare willing. Will he haze them die 

aickly? They are willing-to that alſo, 

Willhe have them live yer, longer? They: 


that they wili:: whas he. willeth nor, nei-- 
ther will they... Beſide theſe ewakinds; of 
Men, there 1s a third, and thax. is the: 


__ pert of men, thaz deſize to. live ,/ © 
ang: And. there — 2 
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burhe hopes and defires tolive yer another 
year. ' Theſe Men are never heard to ſay, 
they have lived long enough. Death 
makerh roo much haſt with them, he com-' 
meth ro them roo ſoon, yea and before 
his rime, Here now the queſtion may be 
moyed ; Who live? or who ſhall live lon- 
ger 2 St. Bernard in his ſeventcenth Ser- 
mon upon the g1 Pſalm, upon theſe 
words, With long life will I ſatisfie hin, 
breaketh forth into this admiration, Whar 
1s ſo long as that which 1s Eterza/? Whur 
1s ſolong as that which ſhall haveno end ? 
Lite Eternal is the good end which weare 
all ro aim at, and this end 15 wirhour end. 
And furcher he adds, Thar 1s the true day 
indeed after which therefoliows no night, 
where there is Eternal verity, and true Z- 
ternity, and rhere:ore true and Eternal ſo- 
ciety. So then the queſtion may be de«+ 
rermined thus, That rhoſe only- ſhall live 
a long life truly ſo called, whoſoever ſhall 
neverdie, butalways live inheaven; -An4- 
again, Thar thoſe 'ſhall die in a lingring 
death ( alas! roo lingring a death ) who- 
ſoever ſhall always die, bur ever 1've in 
Hell: for they ſhall live only: rhe:e to te 
tormented always. Ler us: hear bur one 
more, and {o conclude. | 
AY Lawrentics F .. ſhall refolve the 
laſt queſtion for us, There are, ſai.h.he; 
4's many 
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many things in . this World which narure 

' Hath fo appropriared and affigned to ſome 
one certain place, that they are not to be 
found inanother place, unlefs it bein part. 
Of ſome flowers which grow 1h the new- 
found world we have oply the feed : Of 
ſome living Creatures there are brought 
over »nto us only the Skins, Now Eternity 
is a thing ſo proper roanother World, thar 
Ic 15nor to be found in this ; only the feed. 
thereof we may have even in this World. 
' And what are the ſeeds of Eternity? They. 
are ſaith Layrentizs, Contempt / 4 Mans- 
ſelf, the gift of Charity, and the taſte of 
Ehbriſt's works, To contemn others, 1S 4 
Tree that over ſpreadeth the whole World 
whoſe Wood is Fewel for the Fire of Hell, 
To contemn himſelf is a very ſmall ſeed, 
ſcarce known inthe world: Chriſt brought 
ic down from Heaven with him who made 
himſelf of no reputation, and took upon bi 
the form of a Servant , and became obedient, 
rot to the Stable only, or the Manger, but 
even to mount Calvary, uito death, even 
the death of the Croſs, un:o the grave, yea 
even unto Hell, ver. 9. Wherefore God alſo 
bath bighlyexalted him, Behold, this little-. 
ſeed 1s grown up and ſpread in breadth, - 
and is become the higheſt of all trees. The 
ſame Author, ſpeaking of Charity, ſaich 
thus; The meaſure of our glpry and _ 
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x4 reward. ſhall be according to the mea- 
ſare of our Ciarity, For, To whom littlt is 
forgiven, the ſame ltweth little,. Luk. 7. 47+ 
He obtaineth lefs grace, whoſoever hath. 
lefs Charity : And where there is leſs grace,. 
there alſo -ſhallbe leſs g/ory. So then iris 
moſt true, The more thou. loveſt God, - 
the more chou heapeſt up unto thy ſelf E- 
ttrnal rewards, The whole Law 1s love, 
hut 1t muſt. be pure, chaſte, and holy. EF 
Have dane with the ſecond, which is Cha- 
7ity.. I come to the third, which is The 
rafte of Chrifts words. | Tt is a commonand 
witty ſaying in the. Rhetorick. Schools, Zs. 
zs to bt thought a good proficient who can re- 
* - Uſb Tully"s works : We may ſay as much in 
che Shool of Chriſtianity, He hath made 
& good progreſs in Religion and Virtue, who 
Gan reliſh Chriſts works, who likes the taſte 
; Ay dofrine and example. Bur who- 
ever findeth. no taſte almoſt ar all, no 
reliſh in the words and works of Chriſt; 
whoſoever is not moved, affe&ed, and'de- 
lighted with thoſe things which belong un- 
to the mind, and' Chriſtian piety ro Hea- 
ven, and. Eternal felicity; but an the con- 
Cary findeth L_e bg bo caring, 
rinking 9. W9q 'P' 1ng,. JEIring. . 
playing : "he fame Man may fay- with {ur- 
row- enough, too truly, How little ſted o 
Eternity havue-4 within me, 0 my God / _ 
ra 
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agar Erermity''” 837 
- rather, I have' nont-at alk. Fer when + © 
deſcend imo-my (elf, I ſee manifeſtly-whas: E 
ſpirir is within. me, and whither. my-affes. _— 
Riom carrieth me; -Ea-ſpend: whale nights; ; 
in-dancing, feaſting,, revelling, ,, quathags. 
dicing: aud carding, hearing. faoldh. and 
idle tales, reading; impure Baoks, calling: 
for, and: laughing at amorous-Songs, play-: 
ing the goed: feliew, and-daing as: the coins: 
puny. doth;. Oh: ! thisnever, offenderhane,, 
this is pleaſing and delightful ra: me-:: Bug 
to hear of Chrift:and+ his: lifez, ro- haar'of 
Holy Men that lived formerly, who were 
much given to watching , faſting, ant 
prayer,cr to read oftheir lives,that makes 
no muſick in my cars, and this 1s an eye- 
ſoreumome: I carr neirher Rear nor ſee>- - 
Iſtop mine ears, and cloſe mineeyes -for 
tear left they, ſhould be offeuded,. Tohean . 
a.Sermon ok an-hour'long, is is deatly un» 
ro me, and therefore I ſeldom come tq 
E _— ap if ry tg E drive a- 
ay; the- time,, either. {keping; 08 gs. 
Thane are, too. many. ſuch cmd, ag 
world : but. of ſuch: 18. may, be- truly: ſaid, 
ther. they} have: no-taſte or reliſh a all: of 
the warks of Chrifk Butnow ler us hear 
the: judpmens of. che- Church concerning. « 
Eterniths, 2 
_- The memory, of. Eternity is.lo- grecjous 
inthe eftcem of che:Churchy that thene- is = 
—_ ——- A 
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no Pſalm, no Prayer; no Hymn but clo. 
ſerh with it, Glory be to the Father, and to - 
' the Son, and tothe Holy Ghoſt ; As it was 
3» the beginning, is now aud ever (hall be, 
world witheut end. Amen. As it was in the 
beginning, that is, before all beginning 
from all Etermcy, wicthonr any - beginning 
. 5s now, and eyer ſhall be, world without end, 
thar is, throughour all ages; infinite, in- 
numerable, incomprehenſible ages ; to all 
Eternity. Bur let us leave the little rivers, 
and make haſte to-the fountain, 


CHAP. IL 


Clear - Teſtimonies of Divine Scripture con- 
cerning Eternity, 


I Will produce only three witneſſes, # 
TT Prophet , at Apoſtle, and an Evange- 
"How many and how greatare the ſighs- 
and groans of poor: abjet-and deſpited 
Men! we may hear them every day. One- 
or other every where 15 complaining, Wo 
K-me poor man, I have few or no friends 
at all ; Iam diſreſpefed : I am ſcorned- 
and trampled under-foor almoſt by all. 
Have patience alittle, O man, ſuffer for 2+ 
while; the day of comfort -will riſe at 
length, though it ſeem long firſt, —_— 
= & r 
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»pon Eternity.  ' T3 
_ "her Gods promiſe in the Prophe- Baruch 
fie of Barkch, Caſt about thee 4 3.26 
double garment of the righteouſ- 7 
neſs whichi cometh from God, and ſet a Dia- 
dem on thy bead of the glory of the Everlaſt- 
get 0.12% Gen, | 

- «Others there are thar accuſe Narure, 
complaining ſtill chat ſhe harh given too 


—_ life to-ravens and too ſhort a great 


unto Man. Hear -thus much, you 
thac areſtill complaining of the ſhortneſs 
of'mans life, This life is ſhort indeed : bur 
when this ſhort and vain life ſhall end, 
there remains another life which never 
ſhall have an end: If ye will not believe 
me, yet believe St. Pay!, 2 Cor. 5.2. For 
we know, laichSt. Paul, that if our earthly 
bouſe of this \tabernacle were diſſolved, we 
have a building of Goa, an houſe not made 
with hands, Eternal in the heavens. What 


great: loſs-is 1t then, if this- earthly raber- 


nacle of our.body be diflolved, when as we 
have a Royal Palace prepared forus, which 
1snort ſubje& to difloJution? To the teſti- 
an__ the Prephet and the _— let 
us the teſtimony of the Evangeliſt 
St. Matthew, in whoſe Goſpel 'we may 


read theſe words'of our Saviour, ' Matth. © 


18. 8. Ifthyhaxd or thy foot offend thee, cut 
them off, and caſt them from thee ; It is bet 
ter ſor Ther: to enter into liſe halt or maimed, 
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*atber thanhaving tro hauds or two "feet. 
I LOG Zthone 
eye offe p, $140k 87 944t, wand cuff it: 
thee : Jt is np thee 20 enter fob 
mithon oft, vatber than having . two wyes bo 
be caſt into hell fire, O fire! O Hell! © 
Eternity ' "Time is nothing, 4f it be com- 
{pared with Zterxity ; :fhorrneſs of hife, aml 
duet eames mo: loaf ar all, ny pu 
, if thereby we gain Eterrity. Chri 
; Orem, 1c, :and Sc. Hittbew hath 
-cecarded 1t, and (calcd irin cheſe wortls 
of our Saviour, Matth. 19.29. .Every:ove 
#hat bath . forfalen troufes, or vedbrex, (or 
Wjievs vor father , or mither., or wife, 'or 
children, or lands'\jor my names ſabe, ſhall 
rectine aww ThumdredSoll., aud hail inherit 
everlafiing life. 1s it nor iclear 
«that vhis (promiſe is-of 'blefled .Ererniry, 
when wehaveſccurity givenus of :receiv- 
ing an luindred+fo!d reward? Apamn,Chri 
accordingto thedame Eumggiſt forewar- | 
of rhe ; .thvee times 


pores an bh of Etermty-; -iti7s- our-part 
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_ upon Eternity, 141 
and duty, as many of us as look for Eternal 
life if Heaven, it 15 our. part and duty ſe- 
 riouſly to meditate thus with our iclves 
every .one : O my God ! How ſeldom 
have I heretofore - thought upon Eternity.! 
or if I have thoughr- upon ic, ih whar a 
on I manner haved done it, 
notwir lngevery day, yea every hour 
and minuteI.draw.nearer and.nearer unto 
Eternity ? Bur for the time to come by the 
aſfiftance of thy grace I will mind ir moxe 
carefully rhanheretoforeT havedone.; und 
 Hatany time through thy bounty, riches 


ſhall increaſe, Imill nor ſet my heart 
them: the world ſhould fmile Yo 


me, t I ſhould want no cemporal 
thing thac my heart candefire, chough I 
ſhould ſeem to flow in never fo 'much 
abundance, yet will I ſtill remember Ezer- 
nity, Inthe midſt of my profpericyithae 
ſhall be my theughts, But how long ſhall 
this laſt? Will rhis fair wearher never 
change? Will this comfortable Sun always 
SIDES 
periry-all ; ys of my. life ſhall ir 
rofit Þ pr _—__ ? Aker this fweer bac 
"orr, pleaſing bur perilous, unhappy 
pineſs, there ſhall y follow nh, 
Eternity. Butit che World goes ill with me, 
if it. frown ypon me, if I-meet-with 
colles, troubles and afflitions, if misfor- . 
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aln-5 befal.me, if they ruſh upon me like Þ 
ayes, ove” 0 the note of nor, iT | 
be turmoiled and reffed up and down,rhen - | 
hete. ſhall be my daily -thoughrs. Well, F 
"let! eWorld have its courſe, T am content F 
'tobear it, Gods will be done. Letcthe 
fea bEtroubled, ler the waves thereof roar, 
-let the Winds of afflitions blow, let the 
waters of ſarrows ruſh upon me, let the F 
Clouds of tentations” threaten rain and I} 
_— lerche boa yo of _ win $i : 

S compaſs me abour, yea-thou 

_  foundaions'of the Work ſhould ſeem 'to 
*ſhake, yer will 'I nor be 4fraid. Theſe 
ftorms will blow over, theſe Winds will be 
laid, theſe Waves wilFfall, this rempeft 

- candor laſt Tong, and theſe clouds ſhalt be 
diſpelled. WhatſoeverT ſuffer here ſhall 
'ſhortly-have an end, I ſhall not ſuffer &- i 
-ternally, Come- the worſt that can -come, 
death will put an end ro alt my ſcrrows and 
miſeries. '- Butno ſtorm to thar ftorm of 
Fire and Brimftone which the damned ſhall 
ſuffer in Hell Zternally and withour end, 
All thipgs here -fhall have an en, bur the 
rorinents there ſhall have no end, Whatſo- 
ever is not withinthe circle of Eternity, 1s 
ſhort, ſwift, and momentcany, it is bur a 
- ſhadow, bur a dream, fo faith- Sr. Chry- 
ſoftome, Tt is but a Modicum or 4 thing of no- 
rhing, « little, a very little, for 4 little while, 
< +. 9 yea 


LY 


F _ bur a /icel?, All che ſilferings, puniſhitents, 
and violent deaths ofche Apoſtles, a;1 fur ' 
4 /ittle : And why ſhould not Talſorhink it 


*- 1e2,/a very Little while. ; | 
| bn 6 bear upon this, ; (pe-Ring co his 
ufferings, yea his 

\moſkt bitter death upon rhe cro:s, he clleth 
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Diſciples. . All his own 


bur a [ittle,wharſoever here I ſaffer,though 
I ſhould ſuffer ir an hundred yea's toge- 


ther ; Heb. 9,27, For yet 4 little winle, 


and ht that ſhould tom? will cola, and will 


not tarry. TI will therefore ſuffer pariencly 


wha:ſoeyer can happen, an-l account one 
thing only neceflary, and that is, To do 


- nothing againſt my Conſcience, and dif- 
*  pleafingunto God, For all is fate and fure 


- with him who is certaitiand ſure of blefſed 


; Etermiry. . 


- 


Are BM, 


CHAP. III. 
This life in reſpebF of that which is to come, 5s 
but as a Drop to the Ocean, a little Srone 


. to the Sand upon the Sea ſhore, a Center 


to the Circle, a Modicum, 4 little, a very 
little time, a Minute to Eternity. And ſuch 
 arethe ſufferings of this lift in ve] petþ of 
the joys that ſhall be bereafter, $3 
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uffer in this. life;"it is 
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144 Thexth Conſideration 
| but a Modicwn, or for 2little while. It is | 
the ſaying of St. Auguſtiite, This Modicum 
or little while ſeems long unto as, becauſt it 
is not yet all paſt and gone: But.whin it ſhall = 
come to an end, then ſhall we perceive and 
underſtand what 2 little while this Modicum 
as, The wileſt of Men being to ſhew 
the. vanity and ſhortneſs of this preſent 
fe, though it ſhould be lengrhned to an 
hundred years , which few men can reach 
unto ; makes choice of the moſt minute 
things in the World, whereby - to expreſs. 
it, and ſetit forth by way of reſemblance. 
For thus we read expreſly in Eccleſiaſticus, 
The number of 4 mans days at the moſt .are 
an bundred years. As a drop of water mt- 
to the ſea, and a gravel ſtone in compati- 
fon of the ſand ;, ſo are a thouſand years to 
the days of . Eternity, Eccluſ. 18. 9,10. And” 
why then do ye rejoyce inthis, ye long 
lived Men, that ye have lived an hundred 
$ years? Allour years are, What are they ? 
K.- They are as a drop of water unto the ſega, 
and a gravel ftone , in compariſon of the; 
ſand,” And whas 1s a little Stone to thoſe 
exceeding high Mountains of Sand? And 
what is a ſmall drop of Water ro the. deep 
and fathomleſs Sea ? Such are fifry,- fixry, 
yea, an hyndred years. (Hear this, yeold 
_ Men.) They-are but a Modicun, 'a very. 
'lirtle while, bura Minite of time, indeed? 
| | Wh ws 
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wow Erernity. Th. © 
t all to the days of Eternity. And. 
yer, fooliſh and miſerable Men, we are 
overjoyed withthis little Stone, this ſmall 


drop. Ourlife is indeed a /ittle ſtone, bur - 
ho. few 


| el, no precious Stone ;. it is made 
of no better matter than Sand. Our lite 
I1sa drop, but not of ſweetand freſh Wz» 


"ter; it is falc and brackiſhas the Sea-wa- 


ter is. For all his days are ſorrows, and his 
travel grief ;, yea, his heart taketh no reſt 
7n the night : So faith the Preacher, Ec- 
claſ. 2.23. K 15 the counſel of St. Avgr> 
fine, Recal to mind, ſaith he, the yezrs 
char are paſt, from Adam to this preſenr 
day : Run over all the Scripture ; it is bur 
almoſt yeſterday fince he fell, and was 
thruſt our of Paradiſe, For where are . 


"thoſe times that are paſt? Certainly, if 


thou hadfſt livedall the time fince 44: 
was thruſtout of Paradiſe, ever unto this 
preſenr, thou wouldſt perceive and con- 
{s, Thar thy life was nor long, which is 
ſo ſoon fled away. For what is any Man's 
lite 2 Add as many years" as thou wilt, 
imagine the | ge, | Whar 1s it? 
> aft ?2-All this is 


moſt true, T pray yorrrell me, where is- 
Adaminow? Where 1s Cain? Where ts long 
lived Methyſelah? Where is Nozh? Where 
15 Sem? Where is Eb? Where is moſt 
'obedient Avrabam'2, Whiere' is - Facob ? 
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146 TheſixthConfideration © 
where is Foſeph ?.They arede1d and pone, 
theirtime is paſt : We nay fay of . ny, 
Vixerunt, futrunt -Troesz, Once they wares 
now they are not, Thus our life paſſeth a- © 

way 3 thus the glory of the World paſſerh YE 
away. O morning dew ! O meer yanity ! . ÞY-- 
What is it that we do ſo defire here? 
What fo long as to be hoped or wiſhed for 
here? - Shorr it is, a Modicuy it is, it is 
vile .and nothing worth, ir is but a ſmall * 
int whatſoever thine eye beholdeth. 
cre, It 15 a true ſaying of Gregory the 
Great : The lcngeſt meaſure of our life, 1s 
but a point; or it 15 aſhorr line that begins, 
. continues, and ends in a point, In a me- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, 1 Cor. 15. 
.$2» all things ſhall have an end. I have 
ſeen anend if all perjeftion, but thy command- 
mext is exceeding broad , Pal. 119. 69g. 
Why then do we account any time long ? 
For kat which is paſt, now is not; that 
which- is to come, yet is not.z. and what is 
the preſent? The Glaſs is always running, 
andthe Clock.never ſtands ſtill ; rhe hour 
| away by flying minures. Whar is 
own by, 18 p.ſt and gone ;_whar 15 yet 
? behind, is ſtillrocome ; Bur where is the 
I ' time which we uſe to call long ? Brrnard 
6 makes ofren mention of that -moſt true _ 
; .and.cxcellent ſaying of . St, Jerome, (and, 
Reader, it is worth obſerving) No laboyr 
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- aght to ſcrm- long wito "us, 'no timelong, 18 
& which we are ſeebing after eternal glory. - © 
> . And yer though theLife of Man be but 
F. yery, ſhort in_ compariſon. of Eternity, 
***. thereisnone of the. damned .that can juſt- 
ly accuſe God for not gran:ing hima longer 
life. They muſt condemn. themſelyes 
for nt living. better. There 35-10 3nquaſetion 
A in the Grave (Taich Syracides) whether thou 
: baſt lived ten or an-bundred, or 4 thouſand 
years, Ecchuf. 41. 4- : 
In Hell it 1s na time -to complain of 
ſhorrneſs of life. Every. Man h th-lived 
' long enough, if-he hath lived. godly 
enough, ; I 
Here, Chriſtian Brother, 1 will deal 
more buld!y and plainly wi h hee and lay 
the matrer ſoopen, that chou ſhalt ſee it 
_ clearly preſented before thine eyes: Thou 
. fayeſt, Thar thou doeſt often think upon- 
Heaven, and that thou haſt an earneſt and 
longing deſire after Eternity. Sayeſt thou 
{o?-1 hear ihee,but I do not believe thee 3 
\ neicher would I have thee kelieve me, if I 
ſhould' fay ſo of my-f(elf. For how can i 
be, Q goad Chriſtian Brother, how can it 


be, thar thou or-I ſhould. think ſo often, ic 
| and ſo ſeriouſly upon Heaven, and have .— 
« *- ſuchalonging Lodi (as we ſay we have). "I 
| ater 'Eternity,, and:yert be fo lukewarm, 1 


yea, ſtone-eold, in Matters of Religion? 
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148 The foxth Confideration | 


fo flow and backward to that which is | 


good,' ſo prone and forward to that which 
1s evil, ſoready and willing to all manner 
of wantonneſs, ſo querulous and com- 
plaining, ſo ſhothful and negligent > 
Where we ſhould be angry, there are we 
too pattcnt ; and where we ſhould be pa- 
r!ent-and couragious, there are we too 
faint-hearted and pufillanimous. In the 
fre of every light affliction, our 'patience 
melts and conſumes away ; nay, we are 
.ofren caſt down with a word, we are 
blown down with the breath of Man's 
Mouth; but never are we more impa- 
tient and deſperate, than when our wills 
are croſſed, ' 'Þ might ſpeak here of the 
Hor Afoftems of Inſt, wherewith” our 
heartsare often inflamed and ſwoln, and 
Hkewiſe - of the devouring Cancer - of 
Envy, which often eats inro our Breaſts, 
and makes our Fleſh confume away 3 but 
I paſs them by. en *K5 
ond qgnn: what hath been ſaid, 

> pood' and godly Men, as we profeſs 
our ſelves, and would have others think 
us to be, are too. timorous where ie ſhould 
be bold, and too bold where we ſhould 
betimorous. Glory in nothing morethan 
Inthis, That we have ofcen in our minds 
the, hearty 'defires, the Joys of Eternity. 
Believe cir, ir is nor” credible,.. thar the 
SER, Se” ___, thoughes 


< 
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ſo often in our-minds as we ſpeak of, 


thus I ſhall declare it. + 


The, Patriarch Facob- ſerved his uncle 


I aban for his Daughter, Rachel ſeven years, 
And they ſeemed to him but a few dayes for 


the love - that he bare to her, Gen. 29. 206 - 


Heareſt thou this whoſoever .thou art that 


ſocomplaineſt?- Thouſerveſt no unpoftor © 


or deceiver as.: Laban was, but. God th 
maker, -and him that will ſurely keep his 
covenant and promiſe, . Thon. ſerveſt. not 


for @ Wife; :bur for- the Kingdom of hea-* 


ven::: not fos- the beauty and fight of a 
wife; but for the beartifical viſion and Zter- 


_ nal fight of God : not-for the delighr and 


Pleaſure of a:wite,, but for, covleſtial and 


Eternal. dclights. and pleaſures, And yer 


doth the trouble of one winters day .ofteti- 
times fa caſt thee down, -that ſuddenly all 


thy love towards God and thy deſire afrer. 
heaven begins to wax cold 1n.thee.. - As 

| ſoon-as the ſtorm of adverſiry begins, thou 
breakeſtforth:into moſt bitrer complaints; 
thou. calleſt Heaven and Earth to witneſs, . 
thou breatheſt nothing” bur_revenge ;/ yea - 


oftentimes!, I believe; thou 
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thoughts. of Heaven ,and:Z72rnity ſhould Ibe : 
yet meanwhile that we ſhould liveno bet- 
ter than we do. Did I fay, it1s notcre- 

dible?. Nay I fay, it ts impoſſible, And : 


God- him(ſclf, bur. calleſt his juſtice. inro 
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.T50 Theſixth Coxfideration 
queſtion, Ar other times when pleaſare 
with her fawning allurements hath once 
enriced thee. fhe.dorh ſo bewitch thee and 
take away thy memory, that thou quiv 

forgetteſt ro ſerve God ,- and ſo runneſt 
gg, Her the Labyrinth of ſin, which 
hath a fair entrance, ar leaſt ſecringly, 
— +bur leaderh thee thenext way to deftrutt- 
on. Is this the vigilancy which thou fo 
much talkeſt of > Is this thy heroical fer- 
tirude and loye of God ? How, wilt thou 
ſerve God ſeven years, as Jacob did Le 
barn, when ( alas ! ) thou canſt nor endure 
the labour and ſorrow of one fhort day ? 
"Mark 14.375. 0 Simen, Simon, ſleepeſt thou? 
"could thou not watch one bour with thy 
Lord and Maſter ? but hear further eon- 
; "cerning the Patriarch Facob : He being 
.beguiled by his Uncle Laban, who gave 

Him blear eyed Lz24h inſtead- of beautiful 

*Rachel, ſerved him yer ſeven years more.” 
For his Daughter Rachel, whom he dearly 

loved : and no doubr bur thoſe ſeven years 

alſo ſeemed vinro him but as a few days for - 
the exceeding great lovethat he had unto 
her” Andicts very likely thatoftentimes 
when he was weary at his work he hadan 
eye-unto'-Rachel's: beauty, and ſaidrhus 
with himſelf,” ( Surely, for her beaury } 
She is'worthy for whom I ſhou'd ſuffer 
{gen years hard ſervice 3 _ and, if need 


were, 


upon Eternity. 151. 


; were, I would not ſtick to ſerve yet ſeven 
ears more. Such was the affe&tion thar 
E bore unto Rachel, that it made him 

ſcarce ſenſible of any labour. 

Heareſt thou this, thou who goeſt for 2 
Soldier of Chriſt? Conceiveſt chon chis, 
. underſtandeſt thou this ? How then canft 

thou ſtil] murmur againſt God ? Thou 
art bid to ſerve God for God's ſake, char 

'ſothou mayeſt ar length enter into God's 
Eternal reſt; Thou art exhorted to- tole- 

rance and parience here, thar ſo thow 
mayeſt be made partaker of immor-aliry 
with the bleſſed hereafter : And yer fleeps 
eſt rhou, O ſluggard? Haſt thou nor ar 

.ear to hear? Art thou ſtill complaining ? 

Do but reckon up the years which thou haſt 

ſpent in the ſeruice of God, and ſee wherhes 
thou haſt ſerved God fairhfully and pain-. 

fully cwenty years, as  Facob did £1hany 
I am afraid thou wilt come ſhort in thy 

Teckoning: Haſt thou ferred God fo ma- 

ny Months? I te!l thee, I make queſtion 

of it. Numberthe n ghes char chou haſt 
ou in watching and* praying, recount - 

ie days which chouthaſt ſpent in holy 
exerciſes, and ſee if thou canſt truly ſay 
unto God as Facob did to Laban, Ti the 

* day the drought conſumed me,-and the froſt by 

night, and wy ſleep departed from mine &y23: 

Thus have I been twenty years in thy out ;, F 
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152 The ſixth Conſideration 
ſerved thee fourteen years for thy two daugh- 
ters, and fix years for thy, cattel; Gen. 31. 
40, 41, Tell me, Chriſtian Man , haſt 
"thou ſerved God thus twenty years? Thou. 
knoweſt thy" wages if thou ſerveſt Gcd ; 
Not Labar's daughters,nor flocks ofſheep 3 
God himſelf ſhall be the reward of thy 
ſervice: Thou ſhalt be blefſed both 1n ſoul 
and body ; Ir' ſhall be well with thee on 
every fide; Thou ſhalt injoy allmanner 
of delights; great delights without either 
Licking or loathing., and without end, 
Thou ſhalt ſwim in the bottomleſs Ocean 
of pleaſures: And yet ( behold) thy hands 
are flack to every good work ; Thy feet 


are ſſow to go to Church ; thy heart con- - 


fumes away with envy, flames with anger 
_-and:revenge, aboundeth with the vermine 
of filthy thoughts,and is quite dead red i | 
flothfulneſs and impatience. Ts this thy 
4erving of God? Is this the way, thirkel 
thou, ro Heaven, to immortal life, to Eter- 
nat. blefledneſs ? Surely it is not. Why 
-doft thou not rather as Facob did, when 
- thou art weary with» any- labour which 
thon undergceſt in the ſervice of God, 
- when the World: goes ill with thee, when 
adverſity prefleth thee, proſperity ſeduceth 
thee, and labours burthen thee, lifr_up: 
thine eyes ro Heaven, behold Rachel,. who- 
promiſed unto thee, and thus comforr 
” | - up. 
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up'thy ſelf. - Be not troubled, Omy ſoul: 
Behold thy Rachel, thy Rachel, which is 
in heaven , fair Rachel, comely- Rachel; 
Rachel that 1s all beauriful , not having 
any one blemiſh about - her ! Behold hea- 


ven, and the houſe of thy Eternal reſt and--. 
pleaſure ! Be content to ſuffer for a while, . 


a lictle ſorrow, and ſome pains : For thou 
ſhalr ſhortly be where thy Rachel 1s; and 


there thou ſhalt be the more joyful and + 
blefled, by how much the more thou arc -- 
here ſorrowful and afflicted : There ſhall -+ 


thy reſt-be the more picafam-andjoyfut, 


by how much the more thy life here is.- 
heavy and'fainful. Well chen,be of good : 
courage, ſhew Chriſtian fortitude and p- - 
rience. Eternity, bleſſed Eternity is more - 
worth, infinitely more worth, than: all- : 
thar- we.can-do or ſuffer: If .thusz O--- 
Ghriſtian- brother , thou wouldeſt-ani-» -- 
mate and encourage thy ſelf, if with. + * 
ſuch eyes- thou wouldſt oftner- look up- - 
to. Heaven , if with ſuch affeRion thou- .. 


wouldeſt daily thiuk upon Erernity 5: be- 


heve it, all che days of ſervice here: on8-. 
earth would feem bur- few, for the great | 


lozue-which-thou-wou] 


tenity; Thou wouldeſt- count all- la-- - 
bour eaſte, all troubles welcome,. all” : 
loſſes: gain, This I will ay, and«there- - 


.- 


p » 


.'wpos Elernity. 253 
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I 54The fixth Conſideration,&Cc. 
with I will conclude, The' more a Mar © 
thinks upon the Eternity of the World. 
to come , the more care he will take 
here to lead a godly life in this preſens 
World. : 
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158 The ſeventh Conſideration 


-—cr ve or Write concerning Eter- 
EN er we ſet it our-m colours; . 
-- bur dow, yea 4 ſhadow- of tha- 


| .dows:- No-Orator in the World. can with 

+; Ul his Rherorick, ſufficiently-exprefs ir; 

” No Liner withall his curious Art and 

=  -Skil cat ſer ir forth rothe life, If all 

k-. - times that ever. were coy ta he 

 -.. - ſhould be pur together, they would infi- *: 
+ __ _ -nitely come Fe ſhore of Etermty: The latt- "of 

=... rude thereof isnorto be.meafured, neither ' 

be by hours, nor days, nor weeks, nor monrhs, | x 

> ., nor. years, nor +Luftra's, nor Olympiads, i 

*._ Nor [ndifiors, nor go-to nor Ages,nor . | 


|, "Plato's years, nor by the moſt ſlow mo- 
tions © Rerck rebtlf Sphere, Hough theſe 24 


Hon, or roy mac: abi or, Number 3 
om be mearol ale yfrang # Nene Y. 
can it te meaſur 


0 


"we: will view: etſthic Pile 
- come much.nearer fnding 1 it, than 
wiſe we ſhould; | | as 
* Chriſt as Child, raken as *ir were From : 
| the Mangerand'the -Cradle, almoſt 


- 


TERMITE : beneath Chrifts feet, dows >. © 
upon the Earch there is-the Skeliten of -@ * 
. Man, or nothing butthe Bones of : £ 
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x: Phece of Par 
- theſewords Se than) Aves. Gregor, * Se, 
| _ faveum quod delefiat ; That which = _ 


| - gelightith 5s" moment anyo; fu_birright hank, 
oo . _ Near vneo hi : 


weir are written 2% * Dterkies- -G 
ls quod: cruciat,, That which tormen-, be 
__ tethis Eternal, Chriſt | 
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' tying wide open. | |On-one Page there is 
&.. - na moment go down to the grave, Job 21. WV 
=. + -23-" On the other Page, ho ſhall deliver J 
2 =. from the body ofthis death 2 Rom. 7. 24. 
| , *- Before: them ſtand Two. heavenly Angels, 
pointing at Chriſt 'bid them: lifrup their 
Eyes umo him. This 13the Piure : The 
meaning followeth, 


oth = —_— 


"4 
We? Bb 2 
Ir + 3 
Ras ” 2 


CHAD 1. 
2 » Chris inoiting. 


| FA Hriſt «the £#ernal Son of- the Eternal 
__—_ LY God came into-this World , clad. 
we with no-other Garment than we, that is, 
 _- flark naked. The'Garment of | immorta-- 
E- liryand:innocency we loſt by 4dam's' dif= 
- | obedience, And [now (alzs:) how miſe-' ©» 
E- ve Are cs do VO. mro aa 4 - 1 3 
together with us, yea for us, ſuf- 8 -|- 
fereth puniſhment and yer was: nor guilty 
of -any fin. 'Bur-whatmeaneth this Croſs. 
upon the Sbouldexs of the 'Sony of 'God ? - It 
152 Bed on-which he ſfleptin death, Golgo+ 


©. the was his Chamber; The Thorns:his Pil-+ 
©- * wyreligious Menof former times well60n- 
OOO | ſidering 


+, 


* 
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: 
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fidering with themſelyes, have voluntaril 


and freely choſen to lie hard and'.take 


tle reſt, that ar the day of Reſurre&tion 
they might riſe joyfully to reſt. Eterna!. 
Some, as we may read, have made the 
Earch their Mattreſs /,- Sackcloth their 
Sheer, and a S:one their Bqulſter. And 


many there are 'which do fo ſtill to this 
' day. Bur I leave them , and return-.to 
_ Chriſt, He ſuffered death, ever that moſt 
bicter and ſhameful death of the Croſs. To. 
what end ? That he might ſave us from: 
death Eternal. Dye we muſt all of us; 

. but our death is bur ſhore, In a momeng, 
inthe twinkling of an eye the Soul is ſnat- 


ched_ from the Body, and this. 1s all thar 


which we call Death. '.But it is not'fo - 


with them in Hell + Their rorments far 


exceed all the ſorrows and pangs of death, 


not only beczuſe they are-more grievous 
for their qualiry, bur alſo becauſe they are 
of lo! ger continuance beyond all compart- 
fon; for they are Eteral. So then their 
rorments are, always 'to be rormented ; 
and their death, ro os always. And from 


- this death harh Chriſt the Son of God de-- 
livered us ; the Child that we ſee _defcri> 


| bed walkingamidft the Clouds, Under, his. 
Fark 152 greens ef the bare Bones . © 
ot a Man, which by all ſigns we may g& - 
ther tobe our fore-father Adam's. Hearkon EL 
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p< Children, | ye Childrens Idrens Children, 
harken unto 'the words of your Fore-fa- 
ther Ademthus ſpeaking unto. you. * 


——— 


Y 


CHAP. 11, 
Adam lamenting. 


O My Children, Happy then indeed, 
if :your Fore-father had known his 
own happineſs, bur now miſerable, and 
thar even 1n this, becauſe mine, By me 
were you deſtroyed before you were be- 
gotten; by me were you damned. before 
you were. phe forth. I fain would 
| 1 by that means T_am. lefr 
ſcarce a Man. Before youcould-periſh, 
ouall periſhed in me. Imy ſelf do nor 
now, whether you may better call me a 
Father, or a Tyrant, and a Murderer. 
I cannot wonder or complain juſtly that 
ou are {o vicious and ſo finful ;- for you 
earned it of me. I amforry that you 
are ſo diſobedient ; bur this you learned 
alſo. of me. I was firſt diſobedient -un- 
to God that made me. The Angels. in 
ir aig bluſh - are -aſhamed. to ee 
your Glutrony and . Inremperance 3 , but 
this is your Farher's ful, Your pride hith 
made you. odious and deteſtabl# Lyme 
: , . 


" 


and triumphed over me, and fo Pride be- 
came more proud than ſhe was before. 
This is the inheritapce_ you receive from 
me, nothing elſe bur an heap of miſeries. 
God indee S free good will mo 
ro me by a ſure promiſe Heaven for an 
S—_—, and 1ntailed it upon you : 


'ButI have undone youall, cut off the In- 
rail, and prodigally made 'away all for 


one bir. 1 valued my Wife and an Ap- 
ple more of an all, more than Heaven, 
more than God. A curſed and unhappy 


Dinner, for which I deſerved to Sup in- 


Hell many thouſand years after. I hved 
in Paradiſe, a Garden full of all delighr 
and pleaſure beyond imagination : God 
gayeme the free uſe of all things therein, 
only the fruit of one Tree was forbidden 
me, I was Lord ef all the Crearures, x 
was wiſe and beautiful, ſtrong and 4 
I abounded with all manner of delights. 
The Air-was then as temperate as. could 
be deſired 4 the Clouds were: clad' in 
bright blue $ the Heaven ſmiled upen us; 
the Sun did ſkine ſo pure, that 1 

could . be mores All things ſeem'd to 
gratifie us.ar our new Marriage. Our eyes 
could behold nothing bur that which was 
flouriſhing aid pleaſmg to them. Our 
ears vwcre continually filed with mufick, 


the: 


ee” The  mabling 0 of it elf Þ 
odoriferous': Cinnamon: and* 


was/ compaſſed: about with pleaſure on T 
every fide. Llived-free and remote from }-- 
all care, ſorrow, fear, labour, fickneſs, and 4} 
death.; Lſcemed ro be a God upon Earth. - 
The Angels in Heaven rejoyced to ſee my' ]. 


happinefs 3 there 'was none thar did envy 


not the voice of God, all theſe evils fell 
"me." 


I wasdriven our of Paradiſe, baniſhed | 


from the fight of God , and for ſhame T 
hid my Face. Labour, forrow, mourning, 


fears,: rears, calamiries, athouſand miſe- 
ries ſeiſed upon me, and quite wearied 
me out: ' You feel it, as many as are of | 


my Family ; and tharwhichſeemetrh ro be 
' the.end of all temporal miſery and for- 
row, 13 oftentimes the beginning of E- 
ternal. . . 

O-my: Children, learn by your own 


wofubexperience, learn by your own lofs 


and; mine ; learn; I ſay to be wiſe at 
length.” I will give yootlh ur one Leſſon, 

it 15 bur 'in three words, which you 

ſhall do well to learn by hearr, and that 

ts, To have He Behold! Do you not ſee 

« ps * flame- breaking our hard- hy 
INE ? 


me, .bytmy” If; bur becauſe T obeyed | 


5 ur”"BI 
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errain” of his Savarii, ind *tern 
bs i the of roi of Heaven, where he 
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end. MO IR. EO 8-7 
we | 


1 | ſhallhave an everlaſting habirarion. . This 

| | is the counſel of 44am to his Children, I 

, | fay itis Adaw's counſel, | 

Whe falling once, did make bis children. alt 

| | - Both guilty of bis puniſhment _ 
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4 : The Ravens croaking. pe: 4 
EBooks 7 "| 

1} | Ear unto the Scelezon of the Proto» =: 

> 1 plaft, orthe bare Banes of rhe firſt 

4 - Manthat God made, is-the Raver's pace 6X0 


TS for the PiRure, which maketh very mu 

| tor the repreſentation of Ztzraity ro the 
| fife, Ic is. a well-known: ſaying of Sainr. 
SE zſtine, Cras, Cas, that is, To A 


* 


% 


Ir not -To day, och phe Th king: of it 
£11] TR ON what is. Je | 
orordinary, purring off repentance 
tl: To. morrow ,  To-morrow, . which God 
gon! know we are uncertain, whether we 
Thall live co {ee or no? Bur ; thar we, ma may 
nor. ſcem. to pur. it off wichour ſome fair 
ES "IM we make many fair promiſes un- 


why maſt Men loſe ther gart and port 
..0 of Bled Ecernity, che they. ſeek 


Iwill To morrow, that I wil, 
1 will. be ſwe.to do it ; 
Tomorrow tomes, To morrow goes 3 
"Anil fill thou art to doit. 
-- Thus ftifl repentance is deſtrr'd 
From one day to. another: 
Until the day of Death is come, 
And Fuagemet is the other. 


7.of omiſe i is ſo long. acom- 
Jay of Dearh gle rom 


"up of. Bitralty ,_ and 
> the gulf ; miſcrable .Men 
nto the gulf of everlaſting 
. Thisls ix that 


* 


J by ” $5 
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. 
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callech upon us ro this purpoſe, - M:be no 
'Farrying to turn wnto' the Lord, ad put not 
-off from-day'to day: For ſuddenly ſhall the 
wrath of God come forth, 'and in thy "ecu 
rity thou ſhait .be defiroyed, and periſh" in 
the day of vengeance, Ecilis's. 5, It was. 
-truly ſaid of Seneca, that Roman Philoſo- 
'Pher, 'A'great part of cur lite we ſpend in 
"doing 111; the greateft pait m_ doing no- 
_ +thing 3 butall in doing another thing, ra-" . 
”. ther than thar we (ould.. Not unlike ro 
Y _ - Archimedes, who when Syracuſe way rakeh, * 
; - was fitting ſecureat home, and dra ing 
Circles wich his Compaſs in the*Duft. For 
do. we not ſee moſt Men, when tlie  Eter- 
nal Salvarion of their Souls is in queſtion, - 
handling rheir Duſt, and ſirerching rhem- - 
ſelves to their furtheſt compals, ſer upon _ 
che Tenter-kooks, as it were and di. 
: ſtrated. with Law-ſuirs; Money-matcers, 
worldly buſineſſes, and Jabors -th-t fhall 
no hing profic them at _ the laſt ? Zternk 
is a ching they never once-think of, orelle 
very ſeldom, and then-but Oight'y for a 
ſnarch and- away, as Dogs arefſaid'to.lap 
' at Nilas, Martha, Martha, thou art- cave-_ 
ful and troubled about many things, b4# ug 


+ 


'» "Earth, which fu 
"> #horc; +bur that in 
-  " Before we take any buſineſs in hend, 
-we commonly examine it at this well 
- known rule, ſaying, 1s it worth my pains, 
Shall I-gaa my Bread by it ? Should not a 
:Chriſtizn Man rather in the keginning of 
. every work, fit downand fay with himliclk, 
Shall T gain. Heaven by it 2 Will it any 
"thing farther me in the way to Blijed  Eter- 
zity 2. We do not loveto trouble our heads 
-with ſuch Queries as theſe; we pur off the 
hearing of them till another time ;3_ we 
do adcourn.-it from cne time to ancther, 
and- another, and fiill another; arid ar 
the laft day of the. Term, we: will grant a 
hearing. Fooliſh men 3; When ar laſt we 
.arenotable- to labor, then we firſt begin 
to- think of labor. When we muſt needs 
. depart our of this Worſd, then we begin 
to thifik upon-nother. World. - When we ÞF 
.can live rolonger here, then we begin co F 
think of che life ro:come hereafter. When 
the houreglaſs of :our ſhort rime- 1s--run 
out, then we begin to think gf Eternmiy. 
'When there:1s nortime left for repentance, F- 
then preſently we will repent, When che FF 
_ . Gaze 1s ſhur, rhen we knock. But — S 


. BR 
5 a 


Seay ? ily. 
y "_ 
Hp9//0-of His Cloth: af Gald,: oy 
Nec eftati nec byemi weſtis bevconvemt;”' Tt 
is 2 wear mither fit for Winter nor Suwnmers 
In:fummer iris roo heavy, and _ in Winer 
4t.is roocold, .Sodv many ( fatth 'S. Ante 
broſt Jplay! with Gad, and: decetve their 
own Souls.” They lay, Ler- a:yourg: Mag 
live according to 'the - faſhion'-of "the 
World; er him drink and dance. ; fer _ - 
him go to the Yorſe-race., and 40 the 
Wreſtlers; ler him : go a-courfng in ithe 
fields withhis companion Iris for- old 

Ray: ar home, and: not to :flir 4- 
au ya ve for young goo. » 
+00 in 1 a 

_ ON aber Coke do: they 


'But when-they .gr 
then 3 Themantheyaks _ ſickly,” weak 
cn _ ue vo nor __ _— _ 
1ng5s.0 [4 em art” 29805 (4 N 
-willi nor: pernilt;-4r is nor with-them 45. 
formerly ic -hath | been; {you. malt pvc 
them leave no:1ake their:;cale3 ler- F oo 
| have a care of their-heaſth-:; "Tins all 
"Wy": have 10 do. | 


- Thus-we lex A Ir Winter 6k | 
| "er anrind away, and never. once th nk 
of rhe Erernal Spring.” But let-usremem-. 
| ber our ſelves, and as we bave opportunity 
let us do good, Gal. 6.10. Bur let nortour 
ſong be any more, with the Black Raven, . 
Cras, Cras, To morrow, To worrow, and 
folet, To day, ard To morrew ,. and the 
rext; and ſo our whole lite paſs away, and 
Eternity overtake us before we are. aware. 
-To morrow 15 not, 'Ts day oniy is ours, So 
faith S. Zames,” Go to now, ye that ſay, To 
day, or to morrow, we will gointo ſuch a City, 
and continue; there a-year, and. buy and ſell, - 
and: get gain; whereas ye know not what _ 7 
hall be on the marrow. ' -For what 1s our life? 
It is even 4 vapor that appeareth for a little 3 
time, and thin vaniſheth away, Jam. 4.13. 
Ir was a-very good anſwer that Meſſodamus 
Fave — invicing him-to a feaſt Next, 
. day, (as i145 reported: by. Guido: Bituri-- 
cenſs) My friend , ſaith he, why doſt 
. thou 1avite me againſt to-morrow? I durſt 
-pot+for theſe many years ſecure my ſelf, 
Rows 4 (1mm 3 for I have cXs 


every hour.. egganrnt 
Pty mai 6 aint / death, unleſs he 


- te always prepared ro/emterraiy it. Wha 
a ir pert Toa raſhneſs and folly,: folly and 
js and indeed meer .comempr of 

for 2 pIEME down in ea< 


Wk than an hour, Gund" and fick, quick: # Þ 


- 

CR 

1+, Xa 
PI 


| many have we heard 1% GN hed "2. 
weli over night, for oughr any Man could, = = 

tell, and were found dead in — morning F\ 5 "- 

L will not ſay carried away out of their 

Beds, and caſt into Hell fire; wherker ir: 

be ſo or no, Goiknoweth.-- Have we nor- 

ſecn and known ſome thac-have” been ſud-? 

denly ftruck, faln fick, and died .in the. _. 

ſpace. of an hour? Within an hour, yea... 


| and dead? And yerdo we( ruſhand _ 

* "i(hmen )procraſtinace ir from. day to day. —_ 

=. (thatis noching ) from. ycarto year do we. - 
and the amendment . 


of our lives;- and death mean-.cime un-. 
expeRed {eiſcchupon. us, and deliverech., 
-us-- up uno. Eternity. S. Auguſtine, cor, 
reing in himfſelf- ſuch lingering and dan» 7 
gerous M087; Auch - lenicude and back-. . .# 
wardne(s of mind. and will ro repent, ſaith x 
thus, 1 felt.. and faind bow I was . beld in» _ © 
Hams og, uttered ſock lameafeh 4: 02te, 
nts 4s 3, am u, 1, ra: Ne X 

Te Cras?: Row hac ea fanis furs... 
inisme#? How long ſhall I jr. F 

tu fl To d mores, To moreow 


ww." 
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ETS ich of m7 
_- ” + cont, -and" begin to live” no oY 7 hs 
E-- al an#fel a "weeping " JF paige any 
2% ; = een the: Grear (25S; Jerome: wigs - 
Y rieflerh } whenthe ee C68. Fr ro rhe 
ple ro fiir ther up-ro godlmeſs arid” 
 * verrue, was wontwo wiſh them always to 
I keep: in mind, and ofren- medirate upon/ 
rhar ſaying of the Apoſtle, $01 non occhdat 
i Taper irecumdibam veftiran. © Lit mot the Sim: 
= gd down upon you” wrath.” And-this pro. 
-. -tibirionhedid nor reſtraitt ro weath only; 
E 1 bur miadeit' generdl : Ler-nor- rhe Sungo! 
- down upon” your wrath; Hired, malice, 
epvy,: luſt; or any orher fih,: Jeff dopare 
| front y tr as 7 wittchh againft yor.. - 
"—_ _ © Fobr,, Patriarch of Aezatie , had's 
> —_— fie Mar ofthar Ciry 'The'mateer "_ | 
=”... £0 berricd at Low, Toby was for the poors, 
”” * Niertas forhismoney. But for peace fake” 
- Here was 2 private. meeting and hearing” 
, to: ſee if rhey y could come to 
>. ſonte com ficlot m>4ogrecment. They - 
| 5 oY 7 "oext Jeal. f-choler 20> flontzet! 
£Þ 2s ſhown oft both pirts, neither* would” 
jel {a jor, neither would depart an inch” 
by cine vw cd == | 


wr eroger by & wal, it 
they Jeperred more offented and: 
ſed ones with' another, rhan- woe = 
ſo lefe the ſuir pendenc. | Nicetas thought” 
iea hardeaſe ro parr with his money, _ 
te Parriarch ſeemed to be in the ?ight 
and to ſtandout inthe Cauſe of Gody- =P 27 
rhe Poor.” Bur yer when Micetas was gone, * - 
j.  rheGood weighed the marter bet«. 
- - ter with himſelf, and condemned. imſde:_. 
| for hisperrinacy; and though he was it &+. 
2 good Cauſe, and knew it allo, yet faid,s: -- = 
__ *CanT think charGod: will bewell Plealed>-- 
widi this implacable wrath, and wilfut> - 
'F fhibborhneſs? The night drawerch on” - - 
| - And fhall I ſufferthe_Sun to go-downup-» © 
y wrath? That 15 impious , and nor 
ww to the counſel of the Apoſtle; - 
So the- good Prehite could n5t be ar. reſt* 
till he had fent unto Nicetas: For he oy 
{+ of hand ſent Meſſengers of good & | 
and gave them this charge, that they 
: ald ſay no more to him but only this: 
I _ Sot ad ag eſt, wrt is, Sin, 
*_ * the Sunts going down. U hearing” - 
i otwhich mcſlage, pine ap ohg ſudden -- he 
aleratian wrought, + LO thar Is.” 
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4 774 The ſeventh Conſideration 
. _ high” ſtomach came down preſently, he 
2 | began to melt, his eyes did ary full lr 
with tears, and.he had much ado to keep 

| them in. Out of doors he ran preſently 
S afcer the Meſſengers ( for he made haſte 
bk. .-+0 ſpeak with the Patriarch ) and coming 
E to -him in humble manner, ſaluted him 
thus, Holy- Father, I\will be ruled by you. 
3 in this, 0rix any o'er matter. Whereupon 
= the Patriarch made him very welcome 
ſo they em':raced-each other very loving- 

Iy, and became good friends. Great ſure- 

Ty was the virtue, and ſpeedy was the ope- 
Fation of theſe few words, The Sun 3s go- 

.- $nz down: For preſently upon the hearing, 
thereof, a peace' was concluded berwixe 
- *.., them, which was ſqught for before with- 
_ muſcitude of words, but could not be ef- 
feed. So do thou, whoſoever thou arc-. 

L ___ that. knoweſt thy ſelf guilry.of any gric- 
E vous fin, if not before, rowards the even- 
| _ Ing, ar leaſt, call ro mind thoſe operative 
E—-*  ayords, The Sans going down. For what 
i > knoweſt thou, whether thou ſhalt riſe again 
>. ="with the Sun,orno-? And if thou d-eſt in 
=. the night without Repentince , it is a 
=." queſtion in which Eterncy. thou ſhalt have 
— thy part, whether of the bleſled,- or of 
=. = thecurſed, Wherefore do what thou haſt 
-, todo quickly, The Sun is going down- Bur 


- - 


' havegere it go nor down upon thy Juſt, \\ ; 
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wpon Eternity. T5. 
_ or Juxury, envy orblaſphemy, detraJion” 
or theft, or - any ere grievous fin 
unrepented of. Good: God !* What 2 
_ thing is this ? If there be bur-a ſtim 1m'@- 
garmenr, a ſporiin rhe face, a blot 1n'"a” 
cap, we preſently uſe ſome means to take- 
it out, or waſh ir off. Aretheſeſucheye- 
fores to us? And yer are we fo blind 
within, that we cannor ſee our manifold 
corruptions and poljations ? or do weſee 
and ſuffer them? Can we ſuffer them, 
and not be troubled ar. them ? Are we 
rroubled, and yer ſeek no means to exprate 
and purge them our * When we are pol- 
haced ar any time with the ſtainof ſin, we 
ſhould ſabour preſently ro rake itour; the 
ſooner it is done, the better and the eaſter 
tt is, Therefore, ſaith S. Ambroſe, we 


Drefſerof his Vireyard; Cat it down. If 
the ſentence be once- paſt, there is no a- 
yoiding the fatal blow ; down it muft; 
M therefore we find +dur- ſelyes once 
wounded with fin, let us Took for help in 
time. The brute beaſts which have n6 


underſtanding , will reach us: fo much 
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Re nents Coo atgont a hag 
4 776: The ſeventh onfider ation E + 
_ ovidence.. The harts of Candy or Crete, | 
"IE tn wp are ſtruck, run preſently 
- te their Diftamuwm or Dittany: The 
= -- - Swallows, to curethe blindneſs of their 
 &- © Young ones eyes, flie to. fetch their Che- 
liddiium or Celandine : The Dog, when 
he is fick, makerh. haſte to his Graf, to 
give. him a vomir: The Toad fighcing 
with-the Spider, as ſoonas ſhe feeleth her 
ſelf begin ro. (well, crawleth to her Plane 
tant, and (01s recovered, 
Theſe by a naturalinſtin&, know. their 
- own proper Medicines, and upcn all oc- 
p-- cafions 4 preſently make recourſe unto 
3 them... But we poor miſerable Men, mere 
umeaſonable, and withour underſtanding, 
c than the Beaſts, are -wounded every day, 
"= and rhat many times deadly ; and yer not- 
" withſtanding we ſeck for no. Medicine to 
Eure our-Spiritual Diſeaſes, We uſe the 
ſame diet we were wont to do; we talk 
as freely and merrily as ever we did ; we 
go to-Bed at our accuſtomed hour, and - 
ep according to our old compaſs, But 
Repentance is the Phyſick - that. goeth 
againſt our ſtomachs, Contrition catterh 
- ust6 the. heart ,. Confeſſion ſeemeth_ bitter 
In our mouths: We chule ra:her to con- 
ginue Hick, then to be cured. This is our 
milerable- condiitonz 1o foolifh . are we, 
and- void of underſtanding , et her, ngr 
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het WIE would make for our Eternal 

y If we would give car-unto the counſel _ 

of the Heavenly Angels , which ſeem in * 27 

the Pifure according to their deſcriprion, 

fo give direRion unro us, and are indeed 

appointed 'by God, as Miniſtring Spirits 

for our Good ; If we wonld, I fay, give 

car unto their counſe!, then cerrainly we 

ſhould neirher ſuffer our eyes to ſleep, nor 

our eye-lids to flumber, neicher the temi- 

ples of our Heads, to rake any reſt, - until - 

our peace and reconcifiarion were -miade 

with God, They purus ftillin mind. thar. 4 

our day is almoſt ſpenir, thar the night — 

draws on, that our glaſs is near runmng © 2 

our, [that death is ar hand, and after * 

dearth cometh judgement : But we ſecurely - 

walk on in our old way. -Let the day - © 

ſpend, ler the night draw on, let the glab + 

"run ou: ; come death, fol ow judgment; : 

We are not tronbled ar ir, we care not, we x5 

regard- not , no- warning of the Angels: _* 2 

w:ll ferve our turn. rd == 
We fweetly ſleep, and newer dream of thige © 
UVnbappy Man whoſoe: er thou art / 


— Potes hoc fub cafi ducere ſomnos ?. © -—— 
And canjt thouſltep in ſuch a caſt as this? > © 


Daz. 


- 


_ __ Canſt thou go. ro Bed, with a Conſci- 
ence thus laden wich fn? Canft thou take 
any reft when thou lieſt in danger of Erer- 
ral Death? Canſt thou lodee in the ſame 
Bed with the Brother of Death, and en- 
. ter fleep into thy boſom? TI can, I tell 
thee, thar I can, and find no harm art all 
by it. Be not too confident; that may 
- Happen in the ſpace of one hour, which 
hath nor happened in a thouſand. Thou 
'art notpaſt danger ; for conſider with thy 
ſelf how long thou haſt ro live. There is 
no preat diſtance betwixt thy Soul and 
Death, Hell -and Eternity, It is gone in a 
breath. Thou mayeft moſt truly ſay e- 
very hour, - I am within one degree of 
Death, within one foot, yea, within one 


inch. Death need not ſpend all his Qui- | 

.vers upon thee : One Arrow, the head: of 

one Arrow ſhall wound thee to the heart, 

and make ſuch a ege orifice, that blood 
c 


and. ſpirits , and life and all, ſhall ſud- 
deniy run cut togerher. Either thou liveſt 
'in a malignant and- corrupt Air, or 
Elſe thou art troubled with difſtillations, 
Halling down from thy Head upon thy 
Lungs, or <He there is ſome obſtruion in” 
mie Veins, or in the Liver, or elſe the 
Vital. Spirits are ſuffocated ,. or elſe. the 
ePulſation - of the Arteries. is inter- 
cepred, or elſe the Animal Spirics _ 
| ” B4C 
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- back to their Head, and there arecicher 
frozen to death, or elſe drowned. One 
. way or Other thou | 1 . of 

- thy ſkort race; and preſently thou. arr 


bur a dead Man, carried away to Eternity. 
in the turning of a kand, before thew - 
couldſt imagine or think upon ir. There 


are a thouſand ways to bring a Man to his 


end : I do not ſpeak of lingring Deaths, - 


before which there goes ſome warning, 
but of ſudden Deaths that ſummon us, 
arreſt us; and carry us away all in a mo- 
ment. He dies ſuddenly that dies unpre- 
azedly. Death is nor ſudden, if it be 
reſeen and.always expeted. That is 


- ſudden death: which was unpremeditated z 
* and unpremeditated death is the- worſt . 
of. a'l deaths: And trom ſuch ſudden * 


dearth, Good Lord deliver us. Ir is good 
counſel for every one, let him be of what 
age he will, for no age is priviledged 


more than another : Death hath a genes | 


ral commiſſion which extends to all pla- 
ces, perſons, apes, there. js noneexempr, 
kr 15s: good counſel rhen, I ſay, for every 
one ar all rtmes, and inall places, and in 
all companies, to expe death, and. ro 
think every day, yea,every hour to be his 
laſt : Ther ler-him die, when Vaſe Goa. 
he ſhall not die ſuddenly. <2 "08 


. - 


poſteſt to the*end . of 


7 


ourthroats. # waſi born ( ſaith Sainr 
Auguſtine ) that is ſure : For thou ſhalt 
ſurely die, And in this that thy death 35 cer- 
Fain, the day. alle of thy deaths is uncertain. 


None of us knows how near he draws un- 
to his end: I bnow not —_ Fob, chap. 
2.12 ) how long I ſhall live, and bow 
oon my Maker tabe me away; of ( as 
our Tranſlation hath it ( 1 þnow not to give 
flattering titles; in ſo doing, my Maker 
would ſoon take me away. In themid(t of 
our life, we arenear unto death: For we 
always carry it inour boſom; and who can 
tell, whether he ſhall live til} che evening 
vr no? This murderer and mar-ftealer 
C foro I call Death ) hatha chouſand ways 
' ro hurt us, as by chander and hghrning, 
fiorms and tempeſt, fire and water, &c 
' 1+. 
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.inftruments- of miſchie f. all 
ſorts, 4s Guns , Bows, Arrows, Slings, 


Spears, Darts, Swords, and what. noe? ; 


e need nor be behotding to former ages 
for examples. of. ſudden deaths. Alack / 
. we have too many in our own days. Have 
not weour ſelves known many, that laying 


themſelves down to ſeep, have fallen in... 


ſuch a dead fleep, that they are not tobe 
awaked again, till they: ſhall hear the 
ſound of the Trumpet ar the laſt day? 
Death doth. not. aiways ſend his. Heralds 
and Summoners before, to tell us of his 
coming, bur often ſteals upon us unex- 
peed; and as hefinds us, ſo he takes us, 
whether prepared or unprepared. Watch 
therefore 3 for -ye know neither the day nor 
the ho»r, Matth. 26, 13. There is akindof 
Repentance indeed in Hell: Bur neither 
is it rrue, neither will it profit any thing 
at ali, For it 1s joyned with everlaſting, 
and tormenting horror and. deſpair. Now, 


now is the acceprable time of Repent= - © 


ance, now whileft it is called to day, Heb, 
3- 13. Bring ſorth therefore ſruits meet for 
repentance, Matth. -3. 8. The night com- 
et) when no manu can work, Joh. g. 4. Work. 
trheretore wlule it is day. Theday, ſaith 
Origen, 15 the time of this life ; which 
may ſeem long unto us, but indeed is ver 

ſhozr, 1 .it be compared with Eternity. 


And. © 
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- And after this ſhort day vf this preſenc 
life, there follows the day of Eternity, 
which 1s infinite long, and no night 
to come after it. 

O Man, whoſoever thou art, think up- 
_ on theſethings ; bur thou eſpectally, who- 
ſoever findeſt thy ſelf guilty of any grie- 
yous ſm, Repent and amend, remember 
- Etermty, and think upon the day of Death. 
Ir is uncertain in what place Death will 
expe& thee; do thou therefore expe&t 
Death in every place. As the Lord ſhall 
find thee when he calls for thee, ſo' ſhall 
he alſo paſs ſentence upon thee, 
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How Chriſtians: oxght tot only to pow 
i the Emblems and Pittares of Reknigpl) - 
if : butt comehone and. look within rlemfelves, 
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a great Rent, if a Man be bound to pay; 
though but three farthings yearly, to his 
Land-lord, as long as the World endures. 
In ſuch eſteem are pexpetuiries, though 
Ih chings lictle worth, though bur three 
Pepper-corns. Tf thou art ſo folicitous 
and eager in purſuing thy right of three. 
haif-pence, how-comes it to paſs, O 
Man, thar thouarrſo negſipent and care- 
{s inſeeking after the Inheritance” of an 
Kingdom, which may be had ar a 

few years purehace ? Thou falleſt our with 
' thy Brother for three-half-pence, thou 
eſto Law with him, thou makeſt it a 
ſuit; In the mean rime, thou ſuffer-, 


. eft others to'carry away the Inheritance 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. What is the 


reaſon? Is ir ſo littie worth? Is it nog? 
worth looking after? It ſeems thou thinks! 


—_ cl thou would(ſt labor for itmore 


han thou doft, Thou arrmuch cumbred: 
about other things 3- thou thinkeſt all pains 
liecle enough z rhou,.art never weary of 
 ſecking after them :.But . as for Erernity, 
thar chou thinkeſt ro be 2: great way off, 
and therefore thou. are ſcarce ever atlei-. 
fyure ſo much.as once: to think -upon it; 
or, 'if- thou art any time at leiſure, then 
thou _ no _— to Ut. > ts &. 
 grievousthing, and very wear! to 
abrays looking after that. whiich 'yet is not 
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hive ever chroughly to be looked inro.Whe 
would trouble | his head, and weary his 
mind abour ir? We are all for the preſent. 


—_ 
A, thr 


Give -us preſent poſſeſſion ; chac 1s the” 
e thing we deſire, rhar'is the thing we de- 
al light in : There 'is fome content tn 


's 


thar. 

+ See our folly and want of diſcretion; 
What blindneſs is this, -or rather is 1t nor 
madneſs, to look for certainty where none 
is, and where it is, never to look for it? 
In a buſmeſs concerning our temporal and 
uncertain riches, we: love to be certain, 
we will have good ſecurity, which yet, at 
thebeſt, 1s very uncertain. Bur concern 
ng Ecernal and certain riches, we make 
-our (elves ſo certain, that we look  for:no 
aflurance ; we are ſoſecure, that we look 
For no ſecurity, which yer, if we would, 


RON aASERaAD Oo 


e | we mighthaveas good as could be defired. _ 
df Does any Man lend money withour a Bill, 
s | cr a Bond, or a Pledge? Every Man hath 
ff this preſently in his mouth, I love to be 
, | ccrrain; I defire good ſecurity 3 I will 
r £-£0 lately ro work; I will notpur the mar- 
> | (cr to hazard. Things preſent and cer- 
; | rain, when we hold the balance, always 
x | weigh down things furure and uncertain. 
a Setter ſay we, ( as the Proverb goes ) 
e | one Bird in tht hazd, than two in the bub, 
” bane 
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thee aft Eagle in the Cleuds, We are of ; 


Plautus his mind, we carrv our eyes in ove: 


hands, and believe -no more than we ſe, 
What fond and fooliſh Men are we, that 
ſeek for oertainty-: of ſuch ;things as are 
moſt uncertain, which deceive ws mo 

when we make our ſelves moſt ſure.of 


them, which make themicives wings. and 


flic away, whileftwe think we have them] 


faft enough in 'our- hands! But, be | 
known uno all Chriſtian” peop!e . wha 
affurance and ſecurity: Chriſt, th 


fy, of Eternal Life, Chrift: will give un- 
to all rhofe thar will enter Bend tor per- 
formance of Covenan's. # thos wilt er 


ter into life, keep the Commandments, 


Matth..19. 17. $5 215 ad vitamingreds, ftr- 
v4 maidata. The Conditicn 'ot 'this O 


ligation 's ſach, -Fhat if thou keepeſt theſſ- 
Commandmenrs , thou ſbalt enrer imtof + 


. the Ring of Z 
Heaven will give: What'affurance,, 1} | 


life, Life Ererna{: Bur if thou breakeſtÞ- 


the Commandments, in as much as thou 
breakeſt them, then this Obligation ſþall 
be void, and-of none &ffef. For whoſo- 
ever breaketh-ene of theſe Commund- 
ments, and deferreth his repene:imoe, ' and 
.doth not the ſame hour wherem he harh 


Finned, ſeek reconculiaticn and pezce 


with God, whom he hath: offended ; 


108 


is in danger 20-loſc bimiel6,” and all that 
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he NG and manifeſt (ace Fa 


| f | Ererval Src of . Soul and Body. 
*$- There is but three fin ers breadth,or rather 


bur an inch between himand death. For 
he hath within himſelf the matter of a 
thouſand diſeaſes, and. cauſes, of death: 
$ And yer raſh and fooliſh Man, he perfift- 
.eth and continueth ſtill withour fear or wit - 
in the ſtate of damnarion ; in which ſtate, 
If it ſhould . pleaſe God to rake him away 
ſuddenly, he is in danger to periſh ever- 
 ſtingly. Is ir not a bold and fooliſh 
part, , for a Man to. adventure all thar 
he hath-at a caſt, and hazard the loſs of 
Srerual Riches, when he may eaſily keep 


If a Man ſhould ſuffer - in Hell but o 
' -many, torments,. as he hath lived hours, 
.or but ſo many-rormentsas . he hath com- 
F-mitred fins all his life ; this might ſeem _ 
 fomewhat the more tolerable. If it. were - - 
fo, that in Hell there were any end-of . 
torments, after the expiration of any cer- 
rain number of years, Men would make 
no end of finning, all the dzys of their 
life. Theenemies of God would increaie 
every day more and more, For albeir 
they know that the torments in Hell, are 
'ſo many in number, that they. cannot be _ 
numbred ; ſo long for continuance, "that 
they cannot be meaſured; fo DI 
| or 
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for qualiry, that they carmot. be endured, | 
bur wich ſach infinite- pain, -rhat every 
minure of an hour ſhall ſeemm a whole 
year. Notwichſtanding all chis, Men are | 
mothing 'dererred from fm, tur walk on 
boldly, or racher run headlohg to their 


own deſtruQion, 


If all the torments that can be infliQ- | 
ed or imagined, ſhould be heaped roge- | 
ther upon the head of a Man for an hun- 


.*dred.years together, they would nor come 
*near the puniſhments of Hell fbr one Year, 
"no, not for a day, nor yet aft hour. All ; 


the puniſhments that Thieves, Robbers, © 
'Murderers, and ſuch Malefators ſuffer, - 
though grievous for the time, yet they are - 
-Yuickly ended; in rhree or four'days they | 
are over; or in the compaſs of a week: 
at moſt ; bur rhe torments 'of the damn- 
ed .are not for a year, or an age, but 
for ever. God ſhall ever puniſh them, 
becauſe he can never puniſh them e- - 


'nough, chongh he puniſh them to all 


Eteriity. 


* upon Eternity. I9! 
CHAP. I. 


Eternity doth not only cut off all conſort and 
eaſe, but even all hope allo, n 


N this life we have Hope for our com- 
forrerin all calamiries :nd diſtreiles, 


which hatch a ſovereignvircue ro mirt= 

eand allwage all pains and ſorrows. And 

of his great mercy, for the moſt part, 

in alladverfities, ſtill leaveth a Man fome 
Hope to help and ſuccor. The'fick Man as 
Jong as he lives, the ſtiff lives, m Hope: Ay 
Jong as there is life. there 1s Hope. But 
after this life ended, there remaineth- ro 
the damned no moreany Hope of comforr. 
Hope, the liſt comforter of all, raketh 
her flight, and Erernal Deſperation ſeiferh 
upon thern, The Prophet Danjie! ſpeak- 
, ethof an Angel coming down from Hea- 
ven, and ſaying, Hew the Tree down- and 
Aeftroy it, cut off her boughs, ſhake offher 

' leaves, ant] ſcatter her tiuit abroad, yet 
lexve the flump f the Roots thereof in the 
Earth, Dan. '4. 23. Upon which words 
 fairh St. Ambroſe, The leaves and the fruit 
ave ſhaken off , -but the voot is. proſervedy 
that-1s, Delights here are taken trom us, 
and puniſhments arc ihffifed! upottus, but 
yer Hope is nor taken- = from us, Ser" : 


® 
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hold ! The Roor is preſerved, Hope is left ' 
behind. In Hell ic hath ne rooting. © Be- 
hold the day cometh, ( cryeth the Prophet - 
Malachy ) that hall burs them up, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them nei- 
ther- root nor branch, © And Job lamenting 
cryeth out, I am. gone, and my hope b 
he removed like a tree, Job gg.1o. The 
hope, or, The expettation of. the wicked 
or periſh, 6 ſaith Solomon, Prov. 10.28. 
herefore whiuleſt there is time and place 
for Hope, let us have Zepe; bur ler us 


Hope tor ſuch things as we ought. - All 


humane things are vain and uncertain. 


- The Heathen Poet tells us fo much in 


thee Verics, 


Omnia ſunt bominum tenui pendentia filo, 
Et ſubito caſu que valuere Tuunt. 


All bumanz things hang by a ſlender thread, 
What ſtands moſt ſtrong, is quickly ruined. 


We mult not therefore place our Hope, 
truſt, and confidence 1n ſuch things, Saint 
Berzard ſheweth us a be:ter way -in theic 
words, Faith ſauh, God bath prepared for 
the - faithful, great and wrconc aveable good 
things And Hope faith, He hath reſerved 
them, ans laid. ghar up jor thee, And Cvs- 
yy faith, in thethird: place, 1 Babe baſe 

| al 
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and think it long till I come to them. True 
Hope, as St. Gregory affirmeth, raiſeth up . 
the mind tothe thought of Etrrnity, and 
taketh away the ſenſe of all. ourward 
croſſes and troubles.” True Fope makes us. 
to underſtand, that all worldly things are 


vain, but a Modicyn, bur for 4 monent, 


Bur, O thiat moment, on which: all Erer- 
uity doth depend { The day of on and 
the hour of cheextream and [ait agony, is 
properly thac momem; end that precious 
jewel ; for buying whereof, the wiie Mer- 
chance (el:eth all char he hatch. Bur fery 
know che worth of this jewel. Abour E- 
ternal Salvation , faith St. Ferome, every 
Man 1s negligent, But what 1s the reaſon 
thar men are 4o negligem. in a thing of 
ſuch great moment ? Poor men! We are 
troubled with weak and 1ll eyes. Weilce 
well enough near at hand, but we can 
ſcarce perceive any thing afaroff, I'do 
nor ſpeak of ſuch as are come ts mans 
eſtate, or ſuch 'as are grown old. Boys 


gnd Girls when they are newtakenfrom 


theit Cradle, before they have all their 
teeth come forth, learnthe firſt elements 
of - vices, they ſmutch their fingers pre» 
ſenrly with the foil of covetouſneſs; 
and after a while, they have an unſa- 


_ tiable -defire after getting riches ; they 


learn ro make good Markets for them- 
K 2 1elves3 
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194 The eighth Conſideration 
ſelves; if they meer with a good penny- 
worth, rhey preſently lay hold upon iT, 
their hand 1s preſently in. the purſe, cither 
hying out for gain, or receiving 'in gain 3 
they know how to make the beſt uſe and 
advantage of their money ;z they get an 
inſight into the myſteries of divers trades; 
they will be talking of merchandiſe, they 
will learn good judgment of Wines ; _y 
will tell you what faſt-ion and cut is in uſe 
beyond ſea, Juvenal the Poet in his Sa- 
ryrs, gave theſe a laſhlong ago, 


This old Wizes teach Boys in their Infancy; 
And: Girls do learn before their ABC. 
Hence ts rice 


Of every vice. 


Hence cometh our groſs ignorance, ant 
forgerfulneſs of things Eternal. Young 
and old, all do overvalue their Money 


bur as for Heaven and Eternity , they 
know not , neither will they underſtand 
CHE worth of them. Bur let us pro- 
Ccca, 
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CHAP. .1#: 


 Eter-ityis a Sex, anda thriz-hraded Hydras.: 
but it is alſo a Foantatt of ail Foy, 


Would f:in a:k thee, O Chriſtian: 

Man, whoſoever thou art that heareſt: 
Sermons often, but ſeldom, it: may be,. 
'with attention and devorion ; thee. eſpe» 
clal.y far would I ask one queſtion. Su 
poſe riou ſhouldſt rake in handzol:de our: 
all the Water in the Seas, into a ſmall. 
River near adjoyning, which runncth back - 
azain intothe Sea continually, as faſt as ic. 
is caſt our, Suppoſe chou ſhouldſt uſe no. 
other Ladlebur 2 very ſmall Spoon to caſt: 
it out withal ;. Now tell me, How long. 
docſt thou think thou-ſhouldſt be in drain- 
ing of the Sea.: . Or again, Suppoſe thou . 
ſhouldſt draw it out with a Bucket as big 
as an HogiFead ; and as faſt 25 ou draws-- 
eſt, pour it..our into another -Channel. I 
Anſwer me, In. how-many years doſt thou K - 
think chou ſhouldſt be a:le ro draw the £F 
Sea dry ?. To fit ſcorching and frying in, 4 
the flames of Hellfice ſo many years, I 
know thou wilt ſay, were a grievous and 
| wretched rormenr ; and' yet the damned 
would think ir well wich chem, 1t it were . 
fo; They would like the condition well;znd . 
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not think the tine long, ſo that they had 


TG 


$2 L : 
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any afJurance, thar atlength their corments | 


ſhould havean end, and not extend to all 
Eternity, » 

We read in Heatheniſh Authors of cd 
time, a thing more ſtrange than true, of 
. acertain Hydra or Snake, which ( as they 
tetgned ) had three keads, and as foon-as 
cne was cut off, had rwo ſhoot upin the 
pheethereof, Bur if this Hydra be any 


where to be found, it is in Hell; were 


there is a threefold Eternity, which hke 
the Hydra ſtrercheth out her long neck 
with three heads, that is, Fhe pain of loſs, 
the pain of ſenſe,"and the worm of Conſciencs 
that nerer dieth, What miſerable and 


improvidenrt Men are we, thar having tut - 


a ſhorr journey to go, but full of dangers 


al the way, go onnetwithftanding fo mer- 


rily and ſporeingly, 2s iFwe were walk 
al the while through Paradiſe, or a 
pleaſant Garden, free from all fezrof E- 
nemies ; and in the endof onr walk, pre- 
ſently to be received and admitted as Ct- 
t}Zens inco our Heavenly Countrey, a place 
of all ſecurity ! For can we be ignorant ? 


if we be, it 15 our own fault. Bur we can-- 


not be ignorant, thar ar lengrh we ſhall 
come to the two Gates of Eternity, the 


che of the bleſſed, the other of rhed:mn- / 


cd: And enter we muſt at one of _ 
7 | [ndr 


_ 


upon Eternity. 197” 
thar is certain ; at which, God knows, ir 
Is i XU, wg as we ſhall behave and carry 
our ſelves by the way. | 
Laurintius Fuftinianus, wondering at 
the merry madneſs of ſuch Travellers, 
breaks forch ijnro this exclamation, 0 the. 
lamentable condition of mortal Mein, which 
£8 04 exulting all the way, whileſt they are 
but exiles, os baniſhed men from their ows 
Comry! Let us not fettle our minds up- 
onany vain joys,and fond toys by the way, 
whileſt we are travelling rowards our 
Country; bur let us fo run our race, thac 
a the end thereof, we may obtain admit- 
rance in arthe Gate, which ts the entrance 
to Erernal Blefſednefs, God hath indeed 
creared ns rather unto-Joys and pleaſures,. 
than unto labors and ſorrows; bur we are 
much miſtaken,ho:h ofthe rime and place- 
Er is norhere, ir ſhalt} be hereafrer. Joys: 
are prepared in Heaven; bur none bur 
the good and faithful ſervants ſhall enter; 
1nro-them.. ' And by whai mcans may 4 
man 0'tain enrrance? Knoweſt chou not 
what Chriſt faid ? The kingdom of Heaven 
ſoffereth violence 3 andthe violent take it by 
force, \ Maith. 11. 12: Think now' thus. | 
with thy ſelf, Am TI this violent Man? 6 
thts the.violence here ſpoken of, Toa 
to drink, to riſe. upto play, to lie 
take my caſc ?. Itis-noccertainly.. Fight: 
T2 R.4 we 
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198 The eighth Conſideration 
we muſt, but ic muſt be the good fight, 
hike Chriſtian Champions 3 Rug we muſt; 
but ſo, that we may obtain; Strive we 
muſt, but to enter in at the ſtraitGare. 
Labor we muſt, and offer violence to the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; bur it muſt be tn 
due ttme and place. Now whi'eft we have 
cime here, whileſt me. are on the way, 
whileſt we have life and ſtrength , thar 
when we come tothe point of death, and 
fo pats che Horizon of this World, and de- 
part into another, never to return” back 
again ; when we ſhall be rrarſſatcd frem 
Fime to Ettynity, then at the laſt we may 
have joy for our life paſt, and hope for thac 
which 1s to come. Ler us labor therefore, 
ler us labor, I ſay, and offer violence to 
our ſelves, fighring againft our own fre- 
ward wills and affe&ions : So ſhall we obs. 
tain by the mercy of God, everlaſting reſt 
for ſhorc labor, and eternal glory for a few 


qn==< | 
* True and. folid joy is nor here to be 


| found-in vain delights arid pleaſures, bur 


in Heaven,where there is joy and p.caſure 
for exermore. God prepared a gourd, and 
made it come ozer Jonah, that it might be 4 
ſhadow ever bis head, to deliver him from bis 
grief, Jonah 4. 6, So Fonah was exceed- 
mg gladof the gourd. And what isal[ the 
pleaſure;. or rather vanity of. this preſenc 
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| upon Eternity, 199 
World ? Is ir not like Forah's gourd flou” 
riſhing for atime, and yielding a comfort” 
able ſhadow? Rich Men have their gourd 
alfo;tharis, their riches, under the ſhadow. 
whereof they rejoyce with exceeding great 
joy. - Drunkards and Glut:ons have their 
gourds alſo, that is, great Tables and de- 
licious fare, under the ſhadow whereof 
they are merry and joyful. Vokptuous 
Men alſo have their gourds too, thar 1s, 
their unlawful pleaſares , under the ſha- 
dow. whereof they lie: down and ſport 
themſelves. Bur{ alas! ) ſorrow follows 
'afcer ſuch joy,-and ſuddenly overtakes it. 
Their mirth is ſoon turned into. mourning 5 
and their delights and pleaſures end. in 
gall and bitrerneſs. For what became. of 
Fonah's gourd? God prep:red a worm when” 
the morning roſe the next day, and it (mate. 
the gourd that it- withered, Now. tell me. 
Zottah; where 1s thy gourd? What is.hes 
come of it ? Were is now thy exceed!ng 
great joy ?: They are bo:h gone together, 
thy gourd 1s withered, and thy joy 1s ends - 
ed. Such are our: vain delights abd plea- 
ſures, ſuch is onr.jay,} rather ſhadows-of 
things than any thing indeed, they paſs a- 
way. ſuddenly., and become. like -Zon4h's 

gourd tharſoon withered, The joy of this - 
World is bur for a mumenr, but the joy of 

the lite to come 15 forall Eternity. : :; 
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Here is declared oy a moſt memorable exams. 
ple, How ſweet and precious the taſte bf 
_ Etermty 15. . 


"His knew Theedorus very well, ore 

born of Chriſtian Parents ; and, as ic 
{cems, he learned it betimes, when for 
vears he was but a youth, bur an old M:n 
tor judgmenr and diſcretion. For on 2 
great feſtival day, kepr throughout all 
Egypt, there being a great feaſt at his Fa- 
mers houſe, and: many invited thereumo;; 
when ſome were eating and: drinking, 0- 
ters laughing and playing, and others 
fporring and dancing ; he amidſt all cheſe 
jollities, retired. himſelf ro his inward 
Cloſer, finding himfelf wounded ro the 
keart; but with a chaſte arrow. For thus 
he began ro expoſtulate with himfelf, Un- 
happy Theodore? What would it profic 
thee , tf thou ſhouldſt gain the whole 
World ? Many thingsthou haſt indeed, but 
ganft thou cel] how long thou ſhalt enjpy 
them? Thou 'liveft in abundance now ; 
thou maiſt feaſt ir, and make merry ; thow 
maiſt laughand be fat, thow maiſt rejoyce 
and tkip for _ But arr-thou furg how 
long this ſhall aſt ? Eſhould like it well, it 

3 2 It 


upon Eternity... 201 
ir would laſt always. Bur what ſhall-I do ? 
Shall F for rhe enjoying of theſe fhorrand 


tranſirory pleaſures & delighrs,deprive my 
felfof thote joys which ate Erernal.? Tell 


, me, Theodore, 15 this according to Chriftt- 


an Religion, ro frame ums. our telves an. . 
Heavert here on! Earth, and think. ro pats 
from delighes ro delights, from Tetnporal 
ra Erernal +» Either T ammuch decerved, 
or elſe Chriſt ſhewed”unro us anorher way 
unto the Kingdom of Heaven, and char 
is throngh many tribu'acions. Therefore 
haveno more to do with worldly vanities, 
bur prefer Ecernal joys before Temporal. 
Thus he ſaid, and fell a weeping. So then 
he retired himſelf into a withdcawing 
room, andchere proftrating himfelf upon 
che Earth, he p-ayed after this minnec. 
Eternal God, my heart is naked and open 
befere thee, I ſend up my flehs as humble 
Orators and Petitioners anto thee: I now 
not what to asþ, nor how. Only this one toing 
F beg at thy bands, *That thou wilt not ſuffer 
me to die an Eternil Death, Lord, fhow 
knoweft that Tigve thee, and that 'T defire to 
be with thee, that F may ſmg Eternal praiſes 
inte ther; Lord have mercy upoy me, Whileſt- 
he was thus praying, in comes his Morher, 
on a fudden, and pretently perceiverh by 
the rednefs and morſtneſs of his eyes; thar 
he had been a weeping 3 ———— Ne 
| uct 
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ſaith, My Son, What is - the matter. with 
thee ? Why -weepeſt thou. ? Why monrneſt 
thox ? why keepeſt thou out of fight to day? 


_ Why doft thou not- come to. the Table? The 


reſt are all there: Thy com} any is defrred: 
Come away, | But Theodore an(wered, and 
faid, I pray you, good Mother, bavt me ex- 
ciſed ; Ifind my ſelf ſomewhat itt-at fomach, 
T pray you do not urge me to eat 0r drink 
againſt my. ſtomach, So wich a fair and 
eolourable pretence he ſent away, his Mo- 
ther ; then being alone, he canterred with 
God and hunſelf about Eternity , and 
ſtrictly examined all the courſe of his lite 
taying unto himſelt, What am 1? or, What . 
h:ve I been? How hath it bees with me 
b-!etofore? or, How ſhall it be with me 
hereafter, if T loſe my part and jellowſhip. in 
the Kingdom of Heaven and Bleſſed Eter- 
nity ? There are divers ways to Heaven : 
Some go one way , ſome another; 1t is no 
matter which way we go, ſo we come thither, 
But becauſe all ways arenot alike, neither are 


* all natures alike, every Man ought to chaſe 


that way which is moſt conventent. There is 
& ſhort way, and 4 log; a ſafe way, and a 
dangerous, If then I be afraid togo «long and 
dangerous way, there is a ſhorter and a ſafer, 
which 3if I ſhall chaſe, without all doubt, I 
ſhall have the dngels jor my companions and 
comforters, and toty wiil alſo refoyce.  @ 

a | Hel, 
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a#pon Eternity. 203 
- Well, Theodore, defer « while, but not 
toolong, and do not-yitld too much. I. bage 
I. ſhall. one day grow .a ftrong Man, and then 
I ſhall . be better .able to deal with mine ene- 
mites, for I. ſhall. figd thoſe. that are ftrong : 
But what if they. be. eaſity flattering, fawn- 
ings. and ſuch as will. even weep for me ? The 
truth is, T am moſt afraid & ſuch. But plack_ 
u) a good beart, Man, and though by nature 
tnouart flexible and eafily moved, yet pray 
unto Chris, ani he will mabe thee ftrong and 
i-93movable. But what if thy Mother falls 
a wreping , beſerchech thee: with ber_ tears 
trickling down her cheeks ? What if ſhe hangs 
about thy nech 5 and deſires thee to ſhare thy 
ſelf? What if ſhe ſhews thee ber breafls which 
gave thee (ſuck? mill not all theſe move 
thee ? Here remember what | St. ſerome 
ſaith, Notwithſtanding all theſe importuni- 
ties, ' rus with ſpeed unto the Standard of 
. Chriſts Croſs. - It is a virtue and farmer 
thy to be cruel in ſuch a caſe as this. It is 
the portion and inheritance of thy. Mother the . 
Church, to ftand wnder the Croſs of Chriſt : 
So did. Mary: the Mother of Chriſt ; and ſq 
mult thok, « if thoxwilt bave. God. thy Father 
in AHeauen and the Church, thy Mother, on 
Eaxtb : and ſo thou wilt do,. if thou beeſt a 
true ſo and no, baſtard... But. muſt I doit 
now in my youth, -31 the flower. of mine age! 
that is, hard: So it is, indeea, to fleſh Loa 
blood 


- 
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blood. But experience teacheth it, that God 
is not well pleaſed with late ſervice ; for late 
ſervices are ſeldom good. Therefore they do 
"welt, that begin to ſerve God betimes, that 
ſeek him early, and that remember him in the 
daysof their youth, and learn to ſubmit their 
_ 4% Fender necks untothe yoke of Chriſt, But I 
* heve been brought up tenderly, I bave bien 
fed with 4amnties ;, and (hall I now enter up- 
on 4 ftrifÞ and rigid courſe of Life, and bid 
adieu to all my pleaſures? Shall T be able to 
endure it ? Thope Iſhall. Bat, how long ? 
For a yearor two. ? That is not enough: 1 
"muſt go jurther, and contime tothe end, even 
as tong asT live, Therefore weigh and con- 
fiaer the matter well with thy ſelf , before 
thos r:ſolveſt ;. and either never begin, or 
elſe continae to the end. Iwill by God's afſiſt- 
ance; jor T hope be will not leave me alons 
#0 ſtrive with theſe difficulties, which of my 
felf I (tl not br able to auercome. But it 
1s #bard matter to ſtrive again(s cuſtome. Tk 
bave hitherto lived lihe a Nobleman, and &4 
Freeman; and ſhall Tnow live like a Poor- 
man, anda Slaut? Or, if I ao, how long 
ſhall I liveſo? If I put on the Poor-man's 
- perſon, and att in the Theatre of this World, 
-when ſhall T put it off? Af the end of the 
aft 46F, And how far is it thither ? As 
bong asitists the laſt breath. "Thy part is not 
ended ti thox art to damp art our of thts %. 


upon Eternity 265 
If thoy once comeſt forts in the Poor-man's 
dreſs, there ts no putting it f again + Thou 
muſt not once think of thy Siiks, Sattens, and 
Velwets. Purple and fine Linnen thou muſt 
not wear, wntil thou beeft cloathed with the 
Robe of Immortality and Glory, ; Bene 
Theodore, What thinkeſt thou ? Shalt 
thou be able to bold out to the laſt 48 ? I will 
ftrive what T can, and comfort my ſelf by the 
example of other good Aftors that bave gone 
before ms. And whons ſhall 'T chaſe rather 
to follow and imitate than Chrift, the Jon of 
God, who voluntarily became poor, and made 
himſelf of no reputation, humbling hinjelf 
above meaſure, to ao and ſuffer like a ſervant, 
being Lord of all ? And fhall not I do and 
faſfer any thing aſter his example ? Shall 
not F take np the Crofs and follow him? Am 
' Þ better than be 2 Why ſhowd I be afraid to 
follow, when F have ſuch a Leader? For 
whe is it 2 Who bids me follow him? It is the 
voice of Man that F hear ; but it is the Will 
of God, whom I ought to obey, becauſe ht 
commands. But this is too high a point of 
Philoſophy, for a Man to forſabe his riches, 
and to embrace poverty. And what wilt thox: 
Lo Theodore ? Reſolve with thy ſelf what. 
#40. | : 
Why do I thus long doubt, and diſpute 
within my ſelf? Why do = waver thus bt 
Dyes boys and frar 2- Have 1 not the _ 
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206 The-erghthConſuderation 

of my Lord before mine eyes? Did not ht 
Suffer many things not to be uttered * Was not 
ha nailed to the Croſs, and deſpiteſully aſed 2 © 
He-forſook bis heavenly Treaſares, and came 

poor into this World, His birth, life, and 
death thew it. At bis birth he wanted a Cra- 
ele ; in his life: be bad not where to hide his 
Head; .and at bis death he had not where- 
withal to cover. bis Body. Naked came .he 
into this World, and naked he went out; Howe 
was it with him in hislife * He was ſain to 
flee from one place to angther. He was often 
wearied with travel, ſcorched with heat, and 
dry for thirfl, He was as indefatigable in 
doing, as be was patient #n ſuffering, ani 
both in anhigh degree. Was ever any one ſo 
welt bent to poverty, ſo patient in labors,and 
fo. gentle and mild when he was reproached 2 
And ſhould I be aſhamed. of ſuch a Leader. ? 
Should I bluſh to be called one of his follow- 
ers ? Shall xot T be content to be (uch as my 
Lord and Saviour will have me to be? Tam 
ready, for love of him, to ſuffer bunger, thirſt, 
cald, nabedneſs, poverty, and ſuch like, I 
am willling, jor bis ſake, to beound, burnt, 
and cut in pieces, Theſe ſufferings axe. but 

ſhort , they cannet- continue long, But--thiy: 
Joys or torments of Eternity are long indted 
for they ſhall never have end. Therefore fare- 
well all the World, and the things that are in 
it,.1 care not for you, T regard you not z 
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 Farewel , 1 ſay; but welcome , Eternity, 


whenſoever. than comeſt : Thou art the only 
thing that I ſte efter ; my Soul longeth ater - 
thee ; there is nothing that- I defire in comt- 
pariſon of thee. © | 
With the heat of ſuch Copitations his 
Soul was fo ſet - on fire, that it was infla- 


J. med withthe love of Eternity, which the 


Bleſſed ſhall enjoy in Heaven, © Therefore 
he reſolved to rake leave of his Parent*, 
ro forſake his riches, and bid adieu to his 


delights for ever. He did not refolve haſti- 


Iy, bur continued in his refoſution cott- 
ftantty. He was not: ſoon hor, and ſoon 
cold; he - was not altered all on _the ſud- 
den; he did norpaſs from oneexrream to 
another; he did norftrive for the higheſt 
pirchar the firſt, bur roſe up by degrees, 


 andbecameoneof Pachomus his Scholars. 


You have heard-the Prologue ; but there 
follows no Tragedy after ir: For, contrary 
to the Law of a Tragedy, we have a. ſor- 
rowful beginning, but a joyful ending. He 
came forrh- wich a: Lacryme, bur wenr off 
with a Plandite: At his Iitrat, rhere was 
weeping for grief ;- but at his Exit, there 
was clapping of hands for joy, Thus have 
ye heard the - life and death of Theodoras, 
whoſe Soul fed, as it were, upon thoughts 
of Eternity, and was delighred therewith 
as wkh marrow and- fatneſs, . He was nod 

| | oc 
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208 The eighth Conſideration *| 
of the Worlds mind, which counteth EZ» 
ternity bur a Fable 3 bur refuſed not-him- * 
ſelf ro become a Fable and a by-word in - 
the World, being perſwaded fully of a 
Bl:ſfd Eternity, and earneſtly deficing and ' 
thirſtivg ro have a part in it. 

 Chriſtjan Brethren, ſhall I ſpeak a free 
word, but atrue? Or, not I, but Theogo- 
ws, Moft men live ſo, as if rhere were 
no ſuch thing as Eterxity, as if it were bur 
a meer Fable and a feigned thing. Bur what | 
do I tell you of Theodorus 2 Will you hear 
what St. Peter ſaith? The day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night, in the which 
the heavens (hall paſs away with a great 
noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fer- 
ent beat, the earth alſo and the warks that | 
are therein, ſhall be burnt up. Seeing thes 
That all theſe thikgs ſhall be diſſolved, what | 


manner of men ought we to be in all baly || 


converſation and godlineſs ? - 2 Pet. 3. 10» 
- Bur where are thoſe men now a-days, by 
whoſe holy converſation and godlinels 2 
man may judge that they believe St. Peter, 
thatthe day of the Lord is coming, 2nd 


that Eternity ſhall follow after ? | Bur if | 


you willner believe Sr. Peter, hear what 
Truth it felf faith, Wide is the gate, and 
broadis the way that leadeth ts deſtruttion, 
and many there be which go in thereat, Mar... 
7-13. Certainly men would not go-18 _ 
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broad gate ofdeſtruQtion, if they did think 


| they ſhou'd come our no more, if they did 


once dream. of Eternity. Bur, as 1 lard be- 
fore, moſt Men make Eternity buta feigned 
rhing, a witry invention ro keep Meninaw, 
and a good honeſt fable. And yer how ma- 
ny are aptto ſay, Webelieve tharrhere is 
2 Bleſjed Eteynity after this life, we hopeto 
have part in ir, we have a defireand long- 
ing after it! Bur ( a'as? } how hercle 15 their 
fairh / how vain 1s their hope! how cold ts 
their defire / Preſent pleaſures, mo ey in 
the hand, theailuremenrs of the fleth ſteal 
away the hearrs of many, and by httleznd 
little, make the defireand love of Etermty 


grow quite cold'in them, as if they had 


| drowned and buried itin the grave of obli- 


vion. We hear tt ofren re:dand preached: 


Thus ſaith the Lord, This 3s the Commandment 


- of the Lord : And as often as we hear it, we 


ſbll negle& i. Say the Lord what he will, 
command what he will, our old way pleaf- 
er us beft, We will walk after our own di 
ues and we willeviry one dothe imagination 


. of his evil heart, Therefore thusſaith theLord, 


|| Ah ye now amongſt 


the Feathen, who hath 
heard ſuch berrible things? Fav. 18. 12, 13, 


'Had the people which knew no God, bitr 


known theſe fecrers of Etzrnity, certain- 
ly they never would have conremned and 
neglected them, Go: ts now, O ye ſons of 
Men,, 
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Men, becauſe T have called, and ye reſulſid, Þ 
baut firetched out my-bands, and no Man re-. 
garaed, 1 will alſo laugh: at your calamity, 
F will mock when- your. ftar cometh ;. when 
your fear cometh as deſolation,” and. your de- 
ftruftion cometh as a whirlwind, when 
di,ireſs and anguiſh cometh upon - you, Prov. 
I. 24, 26,29, When F ternity ſhall ſudden- 
ly overtake you. If Death ſeiſe upon you + 
16 this miſerable ſtare arid condition, there 
15 then no hope of mercy : The Gate. 1s: 
eſcntly ſhut, rhere is no opening of it: 

e ſentence of condemnation is paſt , 
there is no repealing of it. Depart ye cur-: 
ſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil- 
and his Angtls,. Matth. 25, 41. 

. Warch.cherefore,good Chriſtians, watch 
T ay ; The Judge ſtands at the Gare. That 
may happen in aminute, that you may be 
ſorry for, for all Eterzity. Anthony the Great, 
in a certain Sermon which he made to the 
people, ſpake thus unto them. - Dearly be- _ , 
loved Brethren, in matters. of this life we 
have a care to make good bargains, we- will 
be ſure to have a pennyworth jor a penny. T | 
= out, for inſtance, ſo much money, and. | 
I have the worth of it in wares I ziveſo. 

- many crowns, and I have ſo many buſhels. 
of Wheat; ſo many pounds, and I have. 
ſa many quatters of Malt, But we are nor. 


. ſawiſc in_ Heavenly mat:ers; we will-nor, 
give 
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pive things Temporal , in exchange for 
Sings Feenal. Erernal life is a thing nor 


worth looking after, we much undervalue 


it, we will ſcarce give any thing for it, we 
will not take any pains or labor: to obrain 
it. And yer what is our labor, ſuppoſe. 
the greateſt we can undergo? If it be com- 
red unto life Erernal the reward of ir, 
twillnor amountro ſo much as one half- 
y, in reſpe&and reference to a Mil- 
Jion of Gold, For what ſaith the Pſaimif, 
The dry our life 'are threeſcore years ani 
ten; and if by reaſon of firength they be 
ſourſcore years, yt is "their ſtrength, | labour 
and ſorrow, Pſal. 90. 10. Burt ſuppoſe 2 
Man ſhould livean hundred years, to lþeak 
with the moſt, and all that while ſerve 
God zealouſly, and faithfully, were it ner 


4 rime well ſpent rogain Eternity ? were not 


the labor well beſtowed , ro purchaſe a 
Kingdom? I do not meana Kingdom to 
continue for an hundred years only, but 
throughour all ages'; not an'Earrhly King- 
dom, bur rtheKingdom of Heaven. There- 
fore, Chriſtian Brethren, be nor puffed up 
with vain glory, be not ambirious after 
. worldly honour, be not wearied out with 
well-doing, be not caſt down with afflii- 
ons, do not fink under the burden of the 
Crols, but bear it pariently and chearful- 
ly, Rejoycing, with the Apoſtles, that ye 

| : : are 
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212 Theeighth Conſideration 


of this preſent time are net worthy to be com- 


pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed ©: 
Ft 4s, Rom. 8.48. Let no Man when he, 
Hath forſakenthe World,think thathe hath ; 
forſaken any great matter. For what is * 


Earth in Comparifon of Heaven? Ir is buc - 


a Centre to Circle, a Minute to Etey- .' 
vity, a Drop to the Sea, and a Grain of ll 
Duſt to the Dry Land. What are our 
riches? Fading and uncertain moveables. ' 
We are ſoontaken from them,or they from 
us, Though with much ado we keep them | 


as long as welive, yet whether we will or | 


no,we muſt part with them when we die; | 


we cannot carrythem taour Graves. Why 


do we rt then make a vertue of neceſſity? | 
Why do we not willingly part with them, | 

_— ſhortly | 
we muſt part with them, whether we will | 


whileſt they are ours, 


or nor,- when Death attacheth us for a 
debt dueto Nature, and then they can be 
no longer ours? Why do we not lay them 
out like good Merchants for the 2&argarite 
or precious Pearl. of Eternal life ? Thus 
ſweetly goes on Athanaſius ; Bur I muſt 
leave him,- and draw toa concluſion, | 
Pachonias was wont, wh ex hefclr 


any unlawful thoughts or defires ariſe in _ 


his mind, todrive them away with the re- 


membrance 


A 


"Sow 


art counted worthy to ſuffer. Rom. 5. 3. For |} - 
Trechon, faith St. Paul, that the ſufferings Þ 
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upon Eternity. 213. 
membrance of Eternity z and if at any 
time he perceived them to rebelagain, he 
ſtill repel'd them by meditating ſeriouſly 
upon Eternity, the Erernal puniſhments of 
the damned, the torments without end, 
the fire that never goes our, and the worm 
that never dieth, And here I will conclude 
this Conſideration with the Exhortation 
| of the ſame Pachonivs. Before all things, 
KK faithhe, /tt #5 every day think upon the laſt 
day ; let usin time remember Eternity z let 
| us every minute we have to live, ſo live, as 
nM if we lived in fear of Everlaſting Torments ; 
| that ſo by the Mercy of Godin Feſus, Chriſt, 
we may for ever eſeape them, 
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The fir Concluſion. 


© Man living is able in word to 

4 . Expreſs, or i thought to con- 

[1 ceive the infinite. ſpace of Eter- 

/nity, Berween a true Man, and a painted 

- } Man, true fire and painted fire, there is a 

| oreat deal of difference; . and yet. theſe 

| are in ſome kind one hke unto 'another. 

: Bur berween our common fire and. the fire 

18 : of Hell berween the ſorrows of this lite, 
+} : andthe pains of Hell, there 15 no come. 

NF { pariſon, no properticn at all. For this life, 
F ! andthe ſorrowsof this life, are meaſured * 
4 by ſpace of Time; but the life to come, 
; and the ſorrows. thereof cannot te mea; 
| ſured by any thing bur only Eternity, which - 

| alſo. 1s without. meaſure. Thisdoth our 

| Saviour. moſt elegantly expreſ: in the Goſ- 
; pel of S. Foby, by the Parable of the 

; | L I 
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'216. The ninth Conſideration 
'Vine branch, if a Man abide not in me, | 
be iscaft forth as a branch, and is withered, 
and Men gather them, ayd call them into the 
fire, and they ave burned, Fohn 15.6. In 
theſe wards is Etervity briefly and plainly | 
«deſcribed ; For mark the words well; they | 
run not in the ſuture, He ſhall be caft forth, | 
and ſhall wither, aud Men ſhall gather them, | 
48d ſhall caft them into the fire, and they | 
fball be burned; I fay they run nor in the 
future, bur all in the preſent tenſe, He 75 
caſt forth and withered, and Men gather them 
and *- them into thy fire, and they are bury- 
ed, They areburned. This is the ſtate and 
condition of the damned, They are burned, 
that is, always burning. Whena thouſand 
'years are paſt and gone, as it was inthe 
beginning, ſo ir 1s flill, They are burned +; 
And when a thcuſand and a thouſand 
more yet are gone, as it was, ſo iris, They 
are burned. And if after certain mijllions 
-of years the queſtion te asked, What is 
"now the ſtate and condition of the damn- 
£d 2 What do they ? What ſuffer they? 
How fares it with them? There can-he no 


other anſwer made tut this, They are buru- 
ed, ftill burning, continuzlly , inutterably, 
Eternally, from one age to-anorher, even 


forever andever. Uponthis 'placeeytel- 
Jently Girh St, Auguftint , One of theſe 
two muft needs be'the -condition - the 
uh ine- 
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apdn Eternity. 217 
Vinebranch, either ir muſt abide in the 
Vine, orelſe be caſt into the fire; 1f nor 


in the Vine, then certainly in thefire. Bur 
that ir may nor be caſt into the fire, let ic 


_ flillabide in the Vine. 


The ſecond Concluſion, 


F thoſe Men which do ſtill continue in 
their ſins,d'd but know how nearthey 
are unto Eternity, and everlaſting tor» 

"ments; if they did confider well wkh.them- 
ſelves, how that God in a moment, ina 
breath, in'the twinkling of an cye( a6 we 
ſpeak ) may ſuddenly take them away in 

ir and deliver them up unto deaths 
then ſurely,-if they had ir, they would 
give all Spain, all the treaſures of Aſa, 
all the Gold of [:4ia, yeaall che Worldro 
obtain but one hour to confeſs their ſins, 
to repent them of the ſame, and to ask 
God pardon and forgiveneſs : They would 
nor, certainly rhey wauld not, ftill hug 
and embrace their ſms, they would not 
every day multiply them as they do, they , 
would nor lodge them every night in their 
bolom,and ly ſnorting inthem, Matth. 16> 
27. For what is a Man profited, if be ſhall 
gain the whole world, and loſe bis own (qul 2? 
Though thou loſeſt every thing elle inthe 
World, yet, OMan, have a care to:keep 
5 os >” anc. 
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218 The ninth Coyſideration 

thy ſoul. It were needleſs here toreckon 
up a Catalogue of the Martyrs of ' Chriſt in 
all ages. There are whole books of them 
Mm great volumes : they are recorded to 
all poſterity, and their names ſhall be had 
in everlaſting. remembrance. . Bur the 
greateſt honor that we can do them 1s to 
follow. their good example, to learn of 
chem Chriſtian forticude and magnanimi- 
ty, to fear God more than Man, Matth, 
10. 28, God which is able to deftroy beth 
body andſoul in Hell, rather than Man which 
cau only fall the body, but is not able to gt 
the ſoul ; to love God *more than all the 
World ; to be willing to part with all fer 


Chriſt, to loſe all ro ſave cur ſonls, and 
gain Efernity, I will conclude here with 
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that excellent exhortation of St. Auguſtine; 


What then fhall we doz brethren ? What? 
What elſe but whileſt we have time amend 
our lives, where we have done amiſs, do ſo 
no more; become new Men ; Thar what 
is threatned and ſhall' certainly come upon 
wicked and -ungodly Men, may not fall 
upon us ; not becauſe we ſhall nor be, but 
becguſe we'ſhall not be like unto them ; 
Wharſoever'is written in the Scripture, js 
written for our'learning, ir 1s the voice of 
God. Obſerve and make good uſe of 
whar you read: ' Whatſoever we: ſuffer” in 
his life is bur_ che gentle rod'of -our moſt 
S- © _— . mer- 


apon 'Eternity; ' 219 
merciful Father, who correeth us ;here 
as his dear children, tht we be not tor- 
mented with the damned hereafter. Why 
\ then do the light afflitions of this. life 

ſeem ſo grievous untous ? Why do weeven 

tremb'e, and quake for fear, when we do 
| _- hear of them? The moſt-grievous ſuf- 

ferings of this life, if we judge arighr of 
them, in compariſon of everlaſting fire, 
are very ſmall, yea indeed none ar all. 


 Thethird Concluſions. 
/ Mongſt Chriſtians , God knoweth, 


{”\. there are a. great many, that. either, 

teve there is neither Heaven nor Hel], 
or el(e if- they: did tculy believe. it, they 
would certainly live otherwiſe than they 
do. As concerning ſuch Men, the queſtion 
may be very fitly asked, Lube 18. 8, When 
the Son of man cometh, ſhall be find faith upon 
the earth? Some there are that would 
fain be thought to be true Believers; They 
confe(s 1t indeed with their mourhs, but 
diſſemble wich their double hearts; If 
their words may be believed, they may go; 
for true Belieyers ; but if their lives bgex- 
amined, they may be thought'to be ho 
berter than Infidels. They never think up» 
on Eternity, or very ſeldom ; and when. 
they do,they-do bur chink upon itand go 
LY : 6 : 
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220 The ninth Conſideration 
Is alt; it 1s gone ina thought, they never 
weigh well with themſelves whar it is,they 
never ſeriouſly medirate upon it, they ne- 
ver roufe their underftanding to be intent 
upotr tt they never bend their wills and - 
etons to ſeek after ic, they never im- 
Print it in their deep cogitations that fo 
they may remember 1t. ey ſcarce be- 
gin ro think upon it, but their minds are 
preſently ſomewhere elſe, their thoughts 
g0 4a wandring, their imagination is work- 
Ing upon ſomewhat elſe. And if at any 
time ſome ſparks of deyorion and godly 
defires ariſe in their hearts, they are pre- 
ſently quenched and choaked with cares 
' of this World, with multitude of buſineſs, 
with frefits or pleafires , and ſuch like, 
And thus miſerable Men chey ſtop rheir 
eats, and cloſe their eyes, atd without 
fear or wn wagors F+ y ran hoodwinkr 
inthe way that le ro E'rrnal death. 
Tr is obſerved oy on holy Fathers of che 
Glucron in the , that he never ft- 
ed up his eyes till he was in tormenrs; 
All his Wir long they were ſhar againſt the 
poor SXAeR all godline(s: He opened 
not til he was im Hell, .when it was 

r00 fare. . And it is no marvet that fo 
matiy-Nen run blindfold to the houfe of 
ſlaughter , and Eternal ſorrow: for the 
way is very broad and pleaſant, — 
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- and plain, .a Man can hardly go'oue of, it, 


thefe is no fear of lofing himſelf ri he 
eomes to the end thereof, Then he ſhall 
rceive thar all the while he was travel- 
ing, he was quice out of - the right ways: 
then I ſay, when there is no returning back: 
again, - Many would like this way well, 
it there were no end thereof; For, though: 
h rids mertily, it ends miſera-ly - and 
therefore they do wiſely, that ſeave the 
great road, and travel on in che rough 
way 3 that cheoſe rather to go through 
briers and thorns unto an Etern:l Para 
diſt, than through 2 pleaſanr Paradiſe to 
an Enryal Priſon; that refolre. with 
to. break through . all difficul- - 

tigy counting it i pewareo ge on wee ing 


in Boon we 


rio rather-t gand rojo) ;cing 
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conſumed , f vaniſhed away; ſo be that 
goeth down 50 the grave, ſhall come uþ 10 
mire: He ſhall returi no more to bis houſes, 


neither ſhall bis place know bim any morts 


Ob 7. 9. 
The fourth Concluſion. 


oloever uſerh to deſcend into # 
_deepaid ojous coutideration of 
L4 Eter- - 
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222 The ninth Conſideration 
Etermty, he will be ſo far from living li- 
centiouſſy and wantonly, that you ſhall 
_ ever ſee him laughing heartily. It 
hath been obſerved of as many as have 
been raiſed from the dead, and curned a- 
£ain untolife, that rhey were ſcarce ever 
ſeen te laugh ar all. In particular ic hath 
been obſerved of Lazarus of Bethany , 
whom Chriſt loved. He and they, as ma- 
ny as have been raiſed from the dead, 
"might truly ſay with the Preacher, I ſaid 
of laughter, It is mad; and of mirth, What 
Aoth it © Eccleſ.2, 2. Not without cauſe 
in this doth Cyril of Alexandria confeſs: 
himſelf ro be fearful ; For he faith thus, 
Tam afraid of Hel! and the puniſhments” 
thereof, becauſe they have no end; Iam 


afraid of the devouring-worm, becauſe ”1r- - 


never dieth. 0 that they were wiſe, that' 
they underſtood this, that they would confider 
theiy latter end ! Dent. 32. 19. Whoſoever: 
15 not betrer by the conſideration. of © x-" 
tirnity, (I dare boldly. fay, and think I 
y ſay irtrply ) either he hath no faith. 
© allz, or if he hath any faich, 'he hath no 
heart at all ; or at the beſt it 1s bur an hearr ._ 
that is dead and withourall ſenſe. It was 
the witty ſaying of a learned Man, Thar 
marriage was a ſhort anda ſweet ſong, bur 
_ thar it had a doleful cloſe : So we may 
moſt truly ſay of all the pleaſures that Bru 
%2 £ , d e 


% *« \ 


—_— 


ne Endo Fo ae I eolagtr gn Bea 
Wo SP . 
py 


\ upon Eternity. . 223 
- take in fin, thar -it is a ſhorr and amerry 
ſong, bur jr ends in- mourning. and lamet- 
tarion3- or rather it is a' ſong: ſhort tor 111772, 
and ſweet for tune as long as it laſterh 3 for 
ic runs much upon quavers, -and ſem: 944- 
vers of mirth and jubilation. Bur the time 
ſuddenly changeth, *and rhe tunz 15 alcered 3 
for there follows withour .any r2ſ# the lar- 
ges and: longs of ſorrow and /amentation ; 
which cannot be meaſured by any zime. 
For the torments of Hell are Eternal. 0h 
Eternity, Etermty, Eternity ! 


The fijth Concluſion. 


Henſoever we ſpeak of Eternity, we 
xy ſpeakalways with the leaſt, bur 
weean never ſpeak too much of it. Whar- 
ſoever is ſaid comes ſhort of ir. No words 
cat utter it, no figures can number jr, no 
time can meaſure it. Kor Erernity is of this 
nature; take from it what you will, it is 
ſtill the ſame. Ir is neither increaſed by 
addition, nor diminiſhed by — 
Suppoſe there were ſubſtrated from ir f 
many years as there are ſtars in the firma- 
ment, drops in the ſea, ſands on the ſhore, 
leaves on the trees, gra(s in the fields, motes 
in the- Sun, duſt on the earth: Whar re« 
mains? As much asthere was before the 
Subſirattion. Suppoſe there were-ſo:many. , 
9D 8 years 
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224 The ninth Conſideration 
years added to it: Whatthen is the Ryſult ? 
The fame that it was before the Addition. 
The tetal ſam is neither more nor leſs, than 
whar it was, that is, Efernity, 

As long as God is, ſolong ſhall the dam- 
ned be tormented. This we have ſhadow- 
ed our before by fome ſimilitudes and re- 
fernblances; unto which we will add one | 
more: out of Bezaventure. If one of the / 
damned, faith he, ſhould weep after this 
manner, that he ſhould let fall but one 
rear in an hundred years, and thoſe tears 
ſhould be kepr rogether ſo many hundred 
years tillthey would equ-41 the drops of the 
ſea 2 Alas! Alas! ( Not to ſpeak of the 
ke How many millions. of years muſt 
needs paſs before they cam make one. Jaele 
river # or if they ſhould at lengih-maie a 
whole ſea of water: yet even then it 
might truly be ſaid, Now Eternity begin» 
veth. And if he fhou!d weep zgain after 
the ſame manner tillhe made another ſea; 

yet then alfo itmighe be ſaid again as tru- 
:4y as befoxe, Now Eternity beginneth: and 
 Þ on forwards forever. Let no. Man once 

doubr of the truth hereof; for berween 
thar which is finite and that which is irft«- 
vie rhere is no proportion. But this ſeems 
wonderfu] and firange unto us, becauſe 
our imagination. cannet conceive it; Ir 
cannot reach unto; that which. is 1o far ne- 
| mote ; 


Z 
4 


IM 


STE ED WT WW 7 MF WP 7 HYPE OP 97 Ie 7 E: 


#pon Erernity. 225” 


- mote; Ir cannot penetrate into thatwhich 


is infinire, for that is impenetrable. And 
that is the reaſon that our underſtanding is 


ſo hardly drawnto the conſideration of E- 


trriity; becauſe it bluſhech in a ſort, and * 
is aſhamed, or elſe for indignation cannor 
endure to tire it ſelf in the ſearch of thar 
which cannot be found our. Bur letus pur 
away this fooliſh and ſhameful modeity, 
and ler us force our underſtanding to the 
due and ſerious contemplation'of Eternity, ' 
dud ler ir be our daily exerciſe ro be ſtil” 
meditating upon ſuch ſmilitudes, as may 
in ſome ſhort ſhadow it out, 'and repreſenr 
ir unto us; And ſo ſhall we never do a- 
miſs. Say what we can, think what we - 
with imagine {0 many millions of nullions 
of years as ir is poſhble for the mind of 
M.n to conceiye, we ſhallſtill come ſhort 
of rhe meature , and length &f Eternity « 
The years of Eternity are more, far-more, - 
yea-infinicely more. This 1s certain, and - 
without all controverſie. | 
The Prophet Dariel fignifierh the in-- 
comprehenſible dimention and length. of 
Eternity in theſe words, They that ' be wiſe. - 


ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 


and they that turn many -to righteouſneſs as 
the ſtars for ever and ever,:Dan. 12, % Mark. 
theſe words, For ever and ever.” AS if he” 
ſhould have aid, - No. words are ſifficient - 

to. - 
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226 The ninth Conſideration 


ro expreſs the nature -of Eternity, Tr is 
for ever and ever : Here is al that T can 
= of 1t : Thou;h more might be ſaid in 
reſpeRt of irs own nature, yet I am nor 
able ro ſay more. Obſerve his Auxegs, 
or his au2mentation of ic by multiplication: 
For ever, that 1s, for Eternity: But he 
thinketh that nor ſufficient, and therefore 
he doubles ir, and ever. And: yet in the 
Latin it is expreſſed more fully, in thefe 
words, In perpetuas Aterntates, To per- 
petual Eternities, Mark here, he ſaith nor, 
In lernltatem, To Eteynity barely in the 
Singular number ; bur In #ternitates , To 
Eternities inthe Plural, as if onewere not 
enough : Neither -doth he reſt here inlefi- ' 
nitely, ſaying To Eternities,, nor yet doth 
he add any finite cerm, becauſe none can 
-expreſs ir, bur an infinite, *Perpetuas, Per- 
petual; In perpetuas Aternitates, To per- 
petual ex TInfingte Eternities. Now 1f one 
Eternity 1s without end, what are two? 
whar are ten? what arean hundred ? what 
are infinite! If we ſhould multiply the 
great year or years a thouſand times, It 
would not amount to the leaſt fraction of 
the numberleſs number of Eternity. They 
ſay that the Eight Cceleſtial Orb or Sphbre 
is moved wonderful leiſurely beyond all 
compariſon: For though it be daiiy wheeled 
about by the rapid 'motion of the Primun 
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mobile, yer it finiſheth nor irs own- proper: 
circuirbur ofcein thirty fix thouſand years, 
and this ſpace of time they call, The great 
year, or Plato's year, But compare this 


with Eternity, and it will appeir. to bebur. 


4. moment, but an inſtant, bur. a minute, 
indeed nothing at all. Iris a true. ſaying 
of Boetius, that an inſtant, or point of time, 
and ten thouſand years, compared roge- 
ther, keep better proportion, than ten thou- 
ſand years and Eternity. But hear wha: 
St. John ſaith, Little children, it is the laſt. 
time; or the laſt hour, 1 Jobn 2. 18. And 
this he ſaid one thouſand fix hundred 
years ago. It is moſt true therefore what. 
Augaſtine ſaich, whatſoever hath an end, 
that thing is bur ſhort. Eternity is a Word 
conſiſting bur of four ſyllables, but ic is a 
thing without end. Therefore ſer thy love 
upon Eternity. Let Chriſt be thy end, . 
and thou ſhalt reign with Chrift wichour. 


end. 
The ſixth Concluſion. 


T 1s not to be believed that any Man 

L that hath bur the leaſt ſmack of rue. 
Religion can beſo far carried away by his. 
imporent and unruly paſſions ( ifhe be nor. 
as bad asa beaſt, ) ruled meerly_ by ſenſe, . 
aud ſcrying only his ſenſual appetice; For- 
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the wicked and ungodly man , even then 
when he is almoſt ſwallowed up in the deep 
Bas his fins have plunged him 
long, ever theri,. I ſay , doth bur 
lingh at it, regards it not, 1s not a jot 
tronbled ar it; It is riot to be believed, I 
_ ſay, thar any Man that hath ariy Religion 
aral1 itt him, can be fo far carried away 
by his headftrong and unbridled paſſions, 
bnt if he will fpend a part of an hour every 
day-in mediraring upon Eternity, yea if he 
wilt bur once in a week ſeriouſly think up- 
ort it, he wil mend his matters, he wil 
chanye rhe courſe of his life robetrer, he 
will cerrainly becortic a riew Mar: Of a 
proud Man, he will become humb'e and 
lowly; ofar angry Man, he will beeome 
mild'and gentle; Of an unclean Man, he 
will become chaſte and concinetit 3 of a 
drunken! Mat, he will beconie. ſober and 
remperate, He will put on, rior the out- 
ward, burthe inward habir of a trne reli- 
gtous and godly Man. He will become 
fuch a one, riot fclothcs and ourward ex- 
10n, bur in heart, ard inward affe&icn, 
Neither will he raſkly afid unadyiſedly, 
ſhehitly and nepligetitly,, upon a ſpurt all 
ar once on the ſudden paſs from one ex- 
rreatn to. anorher: (| fuch alrerations are 
Hor _— neither wi me burr odows, ) 
But he will again and agaln weigh che mat- 
| | cer. 


- tex wellwich himſel, he will confider welt 


- — ls. 3. YT me rH 


upon Eternity. 329: 


uponir, he will faſtem his ſerrous rhoughts 
aptite he with ofren revobre itt mind, F- 


tent, Etertiey, Eternity, thas flrall never- 


have end, end never, never end; which 


ſhall aſt - innumerable, incor 
prehenſible, infinite ages. This will he do- 


wih confiderationand attention, and oftery. 
ruminate upon it, a5 beaſts chew the cne, 
Meat though never fogood anÞ{wholſome; 
itivbe nor chewed. in'the reech, prepared 
in che- mouth, digeſted in the ftomach, 
rurned into blood, amt difiribuced by the 
veins into alt che parts of cke body, rurns 
ro-poyfon rather thaw conourfhunent, be- 
gets al manner of difeaſcs, is retainer 
perhaps: fornerrme 1 che body, but dot 
mere karm than good, were 2 grexe deaf 
berver our thaw in; Even fo therhoughrs 
otDearh, Judgmenr, Heaven, and Hett are 
gpod and wholſome, godly and hoty, bur 
none more: than the though: of -Z/ev7cy, 
which may worthily be called the Oni »tef- 
ſenci, Bur aviit iwkch mear, nor the raking 
ob fe: meerly invoke moms, vote cook | 
dignſting of ju imche flomach, rhe eveniny 
diſtriburing of ir intoall the party the 
veins, nouriſheth rhe body : So it is with 
thoſe precious thoughts of Death, Fudge. . 
mt, Heaven; HeY, and Eternity : not om 
c 
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bare thinking upon them, bur ſerious think-' 
ing upon them. with our ſelves, ſetting a- 
partall cares and worldly diſtractions, the 
ponderings of them well.in our hearts, and. 
the often ruminating upon chem, - this is ir 
that feedeth and nouriſherh the ſoul. If this 
be notdone, the reſt is to liccle purpoſe: 
without this even the reading of the holy 
Scriprures. 1s fruitleſs, the hearing of the 
word” preached is unprofitable. Many hear 
Sermons ofcen, read the Scriprure over - 
and over again, and yet arelictle bettered 
by ir, becauſe they do not meditate u 
whar they have both read and heard. W 
they hear, what comes in at one ear goes 
our atthe other : when they read, the eye 
is no ſooner off from the: book, but what 
was read is ſoon Oiprout of memory. -Be- 
fore they can practiſe whatthey have heard 
or read, they have quite forgotten what 
they ſhould do. Therefore if we will read 
or hear with profir, we muſt ſpend ſome 
time inmeditating and pondering with our 
ſelves what wehave readand | heard.. This 
leflon we may learn. of the bleſſed Virgin 
the mother of our Lord, Luk. 2. 19. But 
Mary kept all theſe things, and pondered them 
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The (tventh Concluſion. 


EW or none believe, or elſe do not wel 
underſtand and weigh with them- 
felyes theſe words of Chriſt, Matth. 7. 13: 
Enter ye in at the ſtraight gate ; for widens 
the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
deftruffion, and many there be which goin 
thereat : 1.4. Becauſe flyait is the gate: and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few thers be that find it-; This  agaiti ours 
Saviour repeats by- the mouth of St. Luibes\ 
Luke 13. 21. Sthive to enter in at the firabb 


gate; For many, -I ſay imto- you, wilt br 


to -onter- in,: and ſhall not be able. 
 Whoſoever laughs ar this faith, 
Fore will- nor beljeve becauſe he doth yor 


ſte; : when that ſhallcome to. paſs-which+ 


he did nor believe, : he ſhall bluſh-and be- 
confounded, 'he ſhall be confounded and 

ſeparared from thebleficd ;-he ſhall be ſe-' 

para:ed from the blefſed, , and have his: 

portico with the damned. 

Hitronymits' Plautus reports of a certain, 
Woman, : that hearing Byrtoldusa powerful 
Man in the Pulpit inveigh very vehemently - 
and bitterly againſta finchar- ſhe knew her | 
ſe: fguilry of, fell down dead inthe Chureh); 
and after a while by. the bleſling of God 
Pr _ Prayers of the Congregation 
' coming 
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coming again unto her ſelf, related unto 'F 
them whart ſhe had feet 1nthis trance, ſay-j\F 
ing thus, Merhoughr I ſtood before God's: 
Tribunal, and threeſcore rhouſard ſouls M 
more with me, called rogerher from lt: 
the yornet the World, to receive their fi-. 
nal - And they were all condem- 'Y 
ned and adjudged to Eternal rorments, but {| 
enly thee, ! what a fearful thing was 
this / I ſhould hardly believe this womans 
xelation, butrhar I believe Chriſts afſeve. 
ration in the Goſpel, Matth. q. 13. VVide- 
*-the gate and broad us the way that leadeth 

to deftruiFion,. and many there be that go'in 
thereat; And again, v. 14. Strait as the gate, 
and narrowis the way that leadeth unto life, ' 
and jew there be that fnd it, It may ſeem 

ſtrange to fleſM and blood that God the 


Facher of Mercies ſhould pals the ſentenes- | 
of condcrtmartion upen ſo mitty, I do not 
fay threeſcore thouſthd , but chreeſcore - - 
thouſand chouſand? And what Mat would 
believe it, were he net perſwaded of the 
truth thereof, upon the confideration ef. © 
ar wapoge why infinite. Majeſty of God ' 


which is offended ; the unutterable malice 
of fin which is committed, and many. evi-. 
dent reſtimonies of Scripture by which iris - 
plainly proved 3 Zeb trembles ar-it, fay-- 
Itig, Fob 16, 22. 4 land of darkneſs, as | 
darkneſs it ſelf, and of the ſhadow —_— | 
| | without 
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FB Sefehout a9 order, and where the light is 6s 
& i@arbnrfo, or according to the Latin, where 
' & Fhereis 19 order, and where everlaſting borror 
| edwelteth. St. Matthew affiritis as mnch in 
'- the words of our Saviour, Mafth. 25. 4t. 
F Depart from me ye curfed into everlaſiti 
' 4 fre. Lec us conſider theſe things well w 
| our felyes, 41d whileſt we have cime let us 
: waſh away our fins with thetears of repen- 
| tance, for fear left God ſuddenly fharch 
us away, and give us our portion ro drink 
with hypocrites in the eſs pir of 
Hell, there is nothing bur weepits 
and gnafhing of where the worm 
never dierh; and the firenever goes out, 
from whence thete is tio redemption, 110 
redemprion, I ſay, and againl (ay, no re- 
demprion ; No, nor arty confortat aff, ror 
fo muchas4 ſittie drop of cofd water. If 
che godly themſelves, who are- int che flate 
' of grace ahd inthe favour of whoſe. 
minds ard wills he good, ifchey,t ſay,could 
ſaffictently conceive from whar *grievous. 
rorments they ſhall be delivered ar the da 
of judgment, and into” what unutterabſe 
atid unconceivable joys they. ſhall enter, 
without doubt _rfiey would nfe no delay, 
they would nor let atrhour pals, bur our of | 
hand they would take their feave of afl 
Vanities, forſake the World, and leaverhe 
dead to look: after the dead Bur as for 
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themſelves,they would be daily and hourly 
well imployed abourttheir Maſters buſineſs 
always Rudying, ro: pleaſe Godzever land. 
ing-and pratiing him for his gooelneſs and 
mercy towards them, in bleſſing them in 
parthere in this World, and giving chem: 
an |affured promiſe of everlaſting bleſſed- 
nefs in the World to come, for delivering 
them from the torments of Hell, and gi- 
ying them entrance into the joys of Heay 
yen,.. Ir is the ſaying of St. Gregory, The 
evils ef this preſent lite ſeem the more hard 
unto.as, the leſs we think upon the good 
which ſhall follow hereafter. And becauſe 
we conſider not the exceeding great re- 
wards which arc laid up for us, therefore 
wecount the afflitions of this World: grie- 
vous to be born: whereas if wedid lift up 
our minds, and raife our thoughts to.the 
comemplation of thoſe things which are 
Eternal, and- not ſubjeRt to any change ;. 
if we would have an eye unco them, and (er. 
' Our hearcs upon theyz, we would certainly , 
count the ſufferings of this life, and whart-: 
ſoever hath an ix, to be as nothing; and * 


apain,, -foy in tribxlation is a ſong inthe. 
night : For although we are outwardly af-, 
fied with the ſenſe -of ſorrows, Tewporal, 
= we are inwardly comforted with the 
ope of joys Eternal. | FT 
| Much afterthe fame manner reaſoneth 
428 Bay 
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St, Avgnſi #2 : If thou wouldeſt bur at-. 
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tend, ſaith he, unto what thou ſhalt here- 

after receive, thou wouldeſt count all the 

ſuffering of this preſent life ro be bur Hehe, 
& alrogether unworthy of the glory which: 
ſhall be revealed. For brethren, (.ro ſpeak. 
of the worth of things) for Eternal reff a, 
Man ſhould be content to undergo Eternal 

[ahor, and for Etern:1 joy willingly fuer 
Eternal ſorrow : But if the labor. and for- 
row were Eternal, when ſhould a Man came 

to reſt and joy Eternal? Therefore. upon. 
neceſfity thy tribulation muſt be but Tem- 
poral, rhat ſo at length thou maiſt receive 
a reward. which ſhallbe Eternal, For hang 
op the ſcales, and pur Eternity 1n one, 4 

4 thouſand years inthe other : what. do L 
ſay, a thouſand years, yea--ten thouſand, 
yea an hundred thouſand, and yet more, 
a. thouſand thouſand, they are all too light 
to weigh with Eternity ; there is nocompa- 
riſon betwixt them. And yer further, -ro 
make them more light; As they are but 
Temporal, (o likewiſe they are bur ſhorr, 
and of no continuance, they laſt bur for 'a 
tew winter-days, when they are ar the 
ſhorreſt, or rather bur for one day, .and 
that a ſhort one; - the day of this life which 
1s ſoon- paſt, and they are.gone. Though a 
Man therefore ſhould ſuffer all his life long 
even tothe Taſt breach, though he ſhould 
| | ſuffer, 
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ſuffer, Ifay, labors, griefs, ſorrows, im- 
nent, fcaurge, hunger, thirſt, all his 
lang, even to the laſt breath, yer his 
ſufferings are but ſhorr, becauſe his lite is 
but ſhort. For the days of our pilgrimage are 
but few, though evil, as Facob told Pha- 
raoh, Gen. 47. 9. And Fob 14. 1. Manthat 
7s born of a Woman is of few days; though as 
{6 complaineth, fz!! of trouble. And 
fal. 39. s. Pebold, ſaith David, thou haſt 
made my bs as an ban breadth, ( and that 
1s but aſhort meaſure, and yet he goeth 
- further) aud mine age is as nothing before 
thee. And as our Life is ſhort, ſo is our 
Aﬀiifion light, - but it worketh for us 4 far 
wore exceeding and Eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor. 4 When this ſbort life and light 
{abour is ended, we ſhall inherit everlaſting 
life, an Eternal Kingdom, and felicity with- 
our end : We ſhall be made aqualto the 
Angels, heirs of God., and joint-htirs with 
Ch;ft, Rom. 8. 17. Oh! For how lictle 
labour, how grear a reward! and again, 
St. Aygaſtine in another place, The thoughts 
of God are very deep. Where is the rouge 
of God; and what is his purpoſe ; He let- 
eth the rains looſe for the preſent, but 


afterwards he will draw them in. Donor | 


rejoyce and ſport thy felf, like the fiſh in 

the water, which having got the bair in 

her mouth, playerh up and hn | 
"E ruc 
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| firuck with the hook in the jaws, maybe 


Pulled up ar the fiſhers pleaſure. The time 
which ſeems long unto thee is indeed bur 
ſhort, very ſhore. For what is the life of 
Man compared with Eternity ? Wouldeſt 
thou be parient and long ſuffering 2 Cot 
ſider Gods Eternity : Doftrhou confi- 
der thine own days, whichare bur few and 
ſhort, and doſt thou rhink that in them all 
things ſhall be fulfilled ? That the-wicked 
ſhould be condemned , andthe godly - 


_ -orfowned ? Wouldeſt thou have all theſe 


things fulfilled in thy few and fthort days ? 
God ſhall ful6! chem in his own time. God 
1s Eternal. God 15 patient and long-ſut- 
tering : And thou ſayeſt, Burt I cannot be 
patient and long-ſuffering, becauſe I am 
not Zternal, Bur thou mayeſt be if thou 
wilt : For do bur joyn thy heart to Ged's 
Eternity, and thou fhalt be Eternal with 
him. Tf thou beeſt a good Chriſtian, and 
well inſtructed in the fear of the Lord, thou 
wilt certainly conclude, God hath reſer- 
ved all unto his own jadgment. The good 
and godly Men are troubled and afflifed:; 
For God chaſtiſeth them-as his own Chil- 
-dren. Bur the wicked and ungodly Men 
come into no fuch trouble and affiiction: 
For God cafteth them off, and condemneth 
rhem as aliens. A certain Nan hath wg 
fons ; He chaſtiſcth- the one, and _—_ 
"4 
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the.-ocher-go without any . chaſtiſement*: 
The one; it he goes never ſo little awry is. 
preſently buffeted, whipped and-ſcourged ; 
the other, let him do never ſo. ill, he vever 
hears of it, -he'is-not ſo:much as: ance re» 
buked for it, What is the reaſon : He that 
15 puniſhed, is:the fathers heir 3 and he 
thar goes unpuniſhed. is diſmhericed, -For 
whiat ſhould che Father do? He ſees there 
ts no hope of him, and that he is paſt grace, 
and therefore he lets him alone to do whar 
he liſterh.. But. yer, notwith{tanding,- the 
fon which: is ever and anon puniſhed for 
the leaſt offence, will be ready to bemoan 
and deplore his own cafe, and count his 
brother. happy which, goeth. unpuniſhed, 
He will, I fay, unleſs God hath given him 
a wiſe and underſtanding heart, to know 
what maketh for his own good. He. will 
teapr-to ſay in his heart, My brother fol- 
loweth all ill courſes,.taketh -his pleaſure, 
waſterh his means,doth whatſeemeth good 
in his own eyes, is ever breaking my fathers 
tafandment, and hath never an 11] word 
for it-x-Bur the caſe is ocherwiſe with me: 
If I be bur out .of fight never ſo little 
while, it I go bur to the nexr door, if I 
do bur ſtep afide, ſtir bur a .foor, bur an 


inch beyend my bounds, preſently I am 'F 


called in queſtion, Sirrah, where have.you 
been ; there is no hope of pardon, I am 


_ 
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' ſure to ſmarrfor ir. This is my caſe. And 
Tfay, Thou arr in a far better caſe than 
thy brother 3 and if thou beeſt nora fool, 
thou wilt think ſo roo + For in that thouarc 
corrected, ir is a ſign that thou arr beſt 
beloved. If thou thinkeft only upon thy 
preſenr ſtate, ir cannor bur ſeem grievous 
unto thee ; Bur if rhou haſt an eye to the 
Inkeritance which is reſerved for thee, a- 
pain it cannot but ſeem joyons unto thee. . 
For the aſſurance of thy future reward will 
= rake away the ſenſe of the - prefent 
mart. 


Hirtherto may be added out of the ſame 
holy Father that which followerh, as the 
fumm of all that hicherro harh been ſaid. 
How great and wonderful is the mercy of 
God ! He faith not, Labour thou for ten 
hundred thouſand years together; nor yet 
one thouſand years, nor yer, five hundred 
years. Burt what? Labour whileſt thou 

liveſt 3 ir is bur for a few years ; after 
that thou ſhalthavereſt, ſuch reſt as ſhall 
have no end. Conſider this well with thy 
ſelf, Thouart injoyned to labour but for 
a few years, and amidſt thy labeur art 
Fnor withour ſome joy, not a day paſeth 
In which thou mayeſt not recetve comfort 


Fand conſolation. But rejoyce nor thou 


Fafrer the manner of the World, bur as 


= 
% 
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 FtheApoſtieexhorteth, Phil. 44 44 Rejoyce 
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in the Lord always: and again I ſay, Re-' 
Joice : Rejoyce in Chriſt, Rejoyce in his 
Word, Rejoyce in his Law. For it is true 
whichche Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Or 
light affiiftion, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and E- 
ternal weight of Glory, Conſider what a 
{mall price thou art co give, but the husk 
of an Acorn, for evyerlafting treaſures: 
The husk of gy Sung labour, for reſt E- 
ternal. Haſt thou joy for a time? Do 
not truſt roo much to 1t. Art thou ſad and 
Jorrowful for a time ? Do not deſpair of 
Jjoy and comfort. Neither let proſperity 
puffthee up, noradverſity caſt thee down, 
. God hath promiſed unto thee Eternal Life 
Therefore contemn Temporal jelicity. . He 
hath threatned Eternal Fire; Therefore 
eontemn all Temporal ſorrows. 
To conclude then withche ſame Divine n 
Author, Let us therefore be in love withFlt 
Kfernal Life ; and thereby we ſhall comeFif 
to know how much we ought to labour for 
the obtaining of itz for we ſee that thoſe 
Men which are lovers of this preſent lite, 
which is . but temporal, and ſhail ſhortly 
have an end, labour with might and mainf ; 
to preſerve and p:olong it as long as they! 
can. And yet they cannot eſcape death ;Þd: 
for thar at one time or other will ſeize up-Jm 
©n them, All that they can hope for, 154 
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| hut to pur it off fer a littk time, When 


death approacherh, then every one tis la- 
bouring and ſecking to hide himſelf, ready 


al other things paſs. — yet Efron, 


to give and parr wich any thing that he- 
hath to redeem his life, He ſends for the 
Phyſician, he will be ruled by him in any 
thing, he will take any thing at his hands, 
he will ſuffer any thing, ,Purging, Bleed- 
ing, Cupping, Searifying, and whar nor * 
Yon ſee whac E 4 Man will be ar, 
and whar pains he will yoluntarily endure, 
td live here chough bur for a ſhort rime ;. 
and yer he will ſcarce be at any charge, 
or. take any pains, after this life ended to, 
live for ever. Brethren, it ſhould notbe. 
ſo. If there be ſuch labonring and warch- 
wg, ſuch ſending and going, ſuch running, 
riding, ſuch ſpending and paying,. 
ſuch doing and ſuffering. to live . here a: 
while longer ; What ſhould we not wile 
lingly do and ſuffer to live for ever? And: 
ifrhey be accounred wiſe, which labour, 
by all means they can to pur off death a 
while longer, being loth to loſe a few; 
days; Whar fools are rhey which live ſo, 
that finally they loſethe day of Eternity. 
Think upon thoſe things well with your. 
elves, O mortal Men, : and foreſee the. 
day of Eternity, whether of joy or of tor-. 
ment, before it cometh, For although, 
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ry ſtill remaineth, and ſhall never paſs a- 
WAY. 


CHAP. I. 
The Puniſhment of Eternal Death. 


= Meſſerians had a certain Priſon 
- or Dungeon under earth yo1d of 
air and light, and full of Helliſh horror 
which as it was a moſt diſinal place, fohad 
i alſo a glorious title 3 for 1t was called 
the Treaſure-houſe. This Priſon or Dun- 
gcon had no -Doors ar all to ir, only one 
mouth, at which the Priſoners were ler 
down by a Rope; and ſoit was ftopped up 

- again with a grearſtone. Into this Trea- 
ſure houſe was Philopemon thar great Em- 
rour of Greece caſt, and there by. Poyſd 
ended his life z God hath alſo his TYoa- 

fure houſe under earth, if I may ſo ſpeak: 
Buc, I pray you, whata oneis it? Ir. of 
moſt wicked and. ungodly, deſperate and 
damned Men. £7 5 
Aftiolinus a Tyrant of Padua, ( as 7 
zixs reporteth ) had maty Priſons ſo in- 
famous for all kind of miſcries and tor- 
ments, that whoſoeyer were caſt thereinro 
counted their life miſery, and their death 

| happineſs. Death mighe come-/in o_ 

. , ; Wi 


ey tb 
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; withour knocking, he was ſo welcome urv- 


to them, and ſo lone looked for. For 
this was their hard uſage, they were laden 
wich Irons, ſtarved with hunger, poyfon- 
ed with ſtench, eaten up with vermine; 
and ſo in a moſt miſerable manner they 


* lived, and dyedar lengrh a long and lin- 


gering death. There every one was jndg- 
ed moſt miſerable, bur he that: was dead 
and could feel no miſery. Wileſt they 


.lived it. was a puntſhment worſe than deatl1 
'to have their havitacion amongſt the dead, 


For the dead bodies lay on heap3 rotting 


_ amongſt thelivingin ſuch manner. thar je 


might be truly ſaid rhere, thar the dead 
ki:led rheliving. 

Bur the very worſt of theſe Pciſons ts 2- 
Paramſe, and a moſt pleaſant place, if ir 
be compared with the infernal Priſon of 
Hell. Wharſoever miſery was ſuffered in 
Afiolinus his Priſon, in this regard it was 
rolerable, becauſe it was of no long contie 
nuance, being to laſt no longer than 2 
ſhorr life, and quire vaniſhing away at 
the hour of deach. Buc the Treaſure- 
houſe of rhe damned,- which is Gods Prt-: 
fon, is yoid of all cemfort : The rorments- 
thereof are intolerable, becauſe they are 
Eternal. Deach cannor enter in there, 
neither can thoſe that are entred per our: 
again; Bur they ſhall be rormented for 
| M 3 | tLUtre 
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evermore. For evermor:? What a fearful 
thing is this ; They ſhall be tormented for 
evermore. It was a moſt true ſaying of Caþ 
ſedorus. As nomortal Man can apprehend 
or uriderſtand what, the Eternal reward is, 
ſo neither can any Man conceive or ima» 
giric what that Eternal torment: is. 

The Perſians had a Priſon into which a 
Man might enter eafily, bur being once in, 
could get our no more ; or if he did, yer 
very hardly. And therefore it was called 
Tethe, or Oblivion. It is ancafie matter 
to deſcend down into Hell 3 bur to aſcend 
up again it is alrogether impoſlible. Was 
every any heard to return from Heil ? This | 
Prifon of Hell is not without juſt cauſe 
called Lethe, or Oblivion. For God is ſo 
unmindful of the damned , that he will. 
#ever rememher them to have mercy -upon 
them. - Hell js called the Land of 06/3210, 
' or Forgetſulneſs, and thar for two reaſons 
( asa podly and Learned Writer . obſerv- 
eth ) Firſt, Becauſe , ſaith he, they re- 
member God no more for their gocd, nei- 
ther have they any memory atall ofthings 
paſt, bur ſuch as doth afflict and torment 
| tkem. + All their pomp and glory, plea- 
ſurcsand delights, are quite forgotten, or 
Eiſe not remembred without grief and for- 
row. Secondly, To thoſe*that are in 
this horrid Region, and, Lake of fire, _ 
, | c 
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hath forge to be gracious, and merci- 
ful, neither will heſend his Angels ar any 


time to miniſter unto them the leaſt com- 


fort: 1f once in, there is no coming out 


again. For what ſaid Abraham unto: the 


richGlutron frying in Hell z and defiring 
him to ſend Lazarzs to cool his rongue 
with a drop of water ? Between 4s and you 
there is 4 great galf fixed, ſo that they which 
would paſs from hence to you, cannot 3 tteb- 
ther canthiy paſs to us, that would. come from 
thence, Lab. 16. 26, Oh gulf full of hor- 
rour and deipair! Oh Eternity of crormenrs, 
the very thought whereof is able to make a 
ſtour Man quake and tremble ! The wick- 
ed and ungodly Men dig rheir own Graves, 
and dwell therein for evermore « Burt waar 
manner of Graves do they dig; They dig 


"as deep as Hell, where the rich Glutron 


was buried, from whence be lifted #p his 
eyes intorments and ſaw Abraham afar off, 
aud Lazarus in bis voſom, Lube 16. 23.tohis 
greater rorment. O': what a terrible 
deepis this! O whar a fearful Grave 1s 
this / Who lieth here? He that ſuffered 
Lazarus tolye at his Gre, having no com- 


* paſſion on him. How is it with him now 2. 


He lodgeth in flames of Fire inſtead of his 

ſoft Bed: he is ſca!ded with thirſt, and 
his ſweet Cups are taken from his month 3 
his Table 15 removed, and he hath no other 
M. 4. Ecod. 
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Food bur Fire and Brimſtone ; he is not 
now dancing and exulting for joy, but 
gnafhing his teeth fer helliſh deſperation. 
They thar'are ſhut up inPriſon here in this 
World , have hope for their comfort”; 
1t may be they ſhall be delivered, and re- 
deemed out of Priſon: Burt from Hell 
there is wo deliverance, no redemption, 
no not {Oo much as any hope at all, bur E- 
ternal defperation. 

It is a ſhort, bur a terrible Sermon that 
God Preacheth by the Prophet Exehbiel in 
theſe words, Say to the Forreft of the South, 
Hear the wird of the Lord, Behold, I'will 
kindle a Fire in thee, and it ſhall devour eve- 
Ty grem Tree in thee, and eve diy Tree: 
the flaming Flame ſhall not be quenched, 
Exek. 20. 47. How many tall Cedars, 
how many wicked and ungodly Men flou- 
riſh and wax green in this life for proſper- 
ous ſucceſs in all outwzrd things, and yet 
are dry and wi hered for want of virtue ! 
Hear this therefore every green, and yet 
dry and withered Tree,/ will bindle a Fire, 
faith the Lord, and the flaming Flame fhall 
net be quenched. Tn Hell , whither you 
make ſuch great haſte, there are yo Holy- 
days, no Feſtivals, no iet times 1n which 
the Fire thall ceaſe burning, There 18 
Eternal grief, Eternal death, Eternal ſor- 
row , withour the mixture of the leaſt 
=: comfort 
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comfort, Night and day there is no reſt, 
-no fkep-ar all, bur continually war 
and waking for grief , and anguiſh, 2 
intolerable torments in everlafting Fire. 
_ There ſhall you always have your being, 
that you may always be tormented ; There 
ſhall youalways live, rhat you may always 
dies If you will not believe me, believe 
St. Auguſtine, whoſe words are theſe; . 
The ungodly, faith he, ſha'l live !n cor- 
ments : bur they which live in torments 
ſhalf defire, 1f it were poſſible, thar their 
life were ended. But death hears them 
nor, there is none to take away their life; 
their life ſhall never end, becauſe their 
rorment ſhall never end. But what faith 
the Scripture ? The Seripture doth not fo - 
much as call it life, For life is aname of 
comfort : bur what. comfort:can there be 
imagined .in tortures and terments, fry- 
m_—_ broiling in everlaſting Fire ? Bur 
at dothrthe Scripture call ir ; - The Second 
dtath, thar is, a death which: followerh 
after the firſt and natural death which: is 
common. to all Men. But how canthe ſe> 
cond death be called a death, ſeeing, thas 
he char hath part therein never dierh.? 
We may better indeed expreſs what, it.is* 
© nor, -- _— _ t-gagh Ir BP _ it--Cannog 
properly be called 4 death; ſo.ir ma 
truly ſaid that it ts ne lite: And ngEot 
rc Be Ms  -- certing. 
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cerning them that have 
nnor properly be 
1 K may be moſt 
they never live. For ſo 
an fhalf always live in 
ments, is not to 


rather to 

cath, than Eternal life, 
greater or worſe death, | 
which never dieth. 

St. Gre 
DY.. In Hell, 
death without death 
becauſe death ever li 


_. hor compel rhoſe 
die” B 'Y 


- 
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as many more to come ; and ſHtll they are 
as far from the laſt as they were atthe firft. 


Ir is now above five thouſand years fince 


Cain that ſlew his Brother Abel, was caft 
mro the Lake thar burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone ; and yer the number of the 
years throughour which ſtill he 1s ro be tor- 
mented, is as.great ſtill as ir was the frſt 
day of his rorment; and ater certain 
Mi:lions of years, the years of his c:r- 
ments for their number ſhall be nothing 
diminifhed: Ic ſhall be all one as if he 
were caſt into the Fire bur this p:eſene 
hour. And though the rich Glutton men- 
tioned in the Goſpel, be tormented two. 
thouſand years together, yet ſtill he doth 
burn Tad ſhall burn for ever ; neicher: 
fl: he obtain ſo much as alittle drop of 
water, though he uſe never ſo much in- 
treaty, not ſo much as a lirtle drop- of 
water to cool his inflamed tongue. | 
Theſe things we often hear of , and? 
when we hear of them, we do bur laugh 
ar them, Certainly we count it bur a: 
lighr matrer to burn in Ecernal Fire. Here 
a Min might well ask the Queſtion, 
Where are your tears, O mortal: Min, ye. 
tht are given ſo- much to laughing ? This: 
is our condition : &.ſmall loſs if ir be but* 
T matter: of three” half pence, will. wripg* 
«* great 
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great ſtore of. tears from us : but as for an 
infinice and irrecovera\:le -loſs, that we 
can brook eaſily, we can digeſt that with 
laughter. When we are cited to. ap 

at the Barr of an earthly Judge, then 
we quake and tremble :;. bur as we are go- 
ing to Gods Tribural, ( for every day we 
rid ſome of-our way, we walk on, ſtep at- 
rer ſtep, will we, nill we; and ( yer as 
we arc going ) we ſport by the way. When 
we go toSea, weare afraid of Shipwrack: 
But without either fear or wit we latich 
into the deep: Sea of Eternity, and "make 
but a laughing warter of ir. 

It 1s the wiſh of St. Bernard, Oh that - 
Men were wiſe! that they were wiſe! 
Oh that they were wiſe! Whar then, 
holy Bernard? Oh, then would the Image - 
of Eternity begin.to be reformed in them; 
Then would they order things preſenc 
wiſely, judge of things paſt underſtanding. 
Iy, and foreſee things to come provident- 


Here we have Sr. Paul's cammand to. 
the Epheſians, and not his wiſh only, for 
his words run inthe Imperative mood, and 
not in the Optutize : Brethren, See that: 
ye walk circunſpefily, not as Fools, but. as 
Wiſt, Redreming the time, becauſe the. days: 
ee evil, Eph. 5.15, 16. The great bufi- 
n&k &f our (alyation, ought coranpeſd 

wy | Jo. 
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[ . diligent! " and carefully to be repard- 
Bf of > Ich che moſt fooliſh thing in 
the World for a Man having bur little time. 
allorted him, to ſpend it prodigally "ih: - 
vain delights, whereas. he ſhould like a 
chrifty Merchant imploy it rather for his 
beſt advantage, te purchaſe-a portion in 
bleſſed Eternity, If we think to gain Hea- 
ven by ſporting, playing, and idleing, we 
are much-deceived. To berelling of tales, 
or giving ear unto them when they are 
told ; to te given to our eaſe, and ſpend our 
time in idleneſs 3 to be calling for our 
Cups, and fir ſo long atthem till we can- 
not ſtand. This is not to redeem the time, 
Bur this is truly to redeem the time, to 
give our ſelves ro labour and-ftudy, prayer 
and meditacion 3 nor for a ſpurt and away, 
tur ro hold on in this courſe conftantiy 
unto che end ; This, I-ſay , istruly rore- 
deem the time. Ir is the counſel of 
St. Auguſtine ,, to ſteal ſome time from 
our worldly buſineſs. Will any man ſue 


thee at the Common Law? Be contenr; 


faith he, to loſe ſomerhing , thar thoa 
mayeſt-bear leiſure ro ſerve God, and nor 
foilow Suits : for that which rhoutoſeſt; 
is the gaining of time. For as thou piveſt- 
thy money and buyeſt Bread; ſo be con- 
tent co.loſe thy money, thar thou mayeſt- 
buy reſt, and opportunity to ſerve _ 2 

r 
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for this 1s indeed truly to redeem the 
rme, 
_* $0 ought weto ſpare for no coſt, but 
willingly part with any —_ to gain an 
opportunity of doing good, ſeeing thar the 
days are evil. The days of this life are 
fall of ſorrows, griefs, dangers, and 
rentations 3 which ever and anon take 
from us the opportunity of doing good ; 
ſo faith 4»ſelme. But if we let flip the op- 
portunity of doing good when it is offered, 
and ler our days confume away in meer 
popes of amendment of Hfe, without 
ringing them to goodeffeRt: from hence- 
forth it is in vainto look for any opportu- 
nity of doing good; we fhall not obtain 
one minute of rime; our loſs is alrogether 
irrecoverable. Our life, ſajth Nazian- 
2, is like a Mart-or a Fair : When the 
day appointed is once over, there 1s no 
more buying any commodities. If then 
we will buy any thing, we muſt do ir 
uickly, whileſt the Fair laſts: We muſt 
Iive-godlily, whileſt- we have time to live. 
We muſt ſerve God, whileſt we are ſtrong 
and able. The-Preacher often beats upon. 
this, Whatfoever thy hand findeth to db, 
do it with thy . might, Ecclef. 9. 19, The 
Apoſtle often ſpurs us on to lay hold upon. 
epportunity, and make good uſe of our 
Wme.. As therefare we bave _ 
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lit us do geod to all Min, Gal, 6. to. For 
zow it is high time to "oo out of ſleep , 
Rom. 13. 11. Thou -{kepeſt, faith 
St. Ambroſe , but thy time ſleeperh not, 
it runneth apace, yea it flies with wings. 
Happy he, happy they that think upon . 
theſe things, to. do thereafter; that live | 
ſo, as at the point of death they will de- 
fireto have lived; .to do ſuch things, as 
' they will rejoyce to have done when they: 
are Tranſlated ro Eternity. A light neg- 
left now will prove an Eternal loſs, What 
ſaever we ,{peak, or do, once thought, 
(poke, or done, it is Eternal, it abideth. - 

or 


CVET, 


C H A ”. I, : 
The reward of Eternal Liſe. 


+ in Heaven 1s life indeed, and 
- the moſt fe& and abſolute life. 
of others, in it is. animal, in that 
it is humane, in that it is | angelical, yea in. 
| that it is Divize. . There lives the Memory, 


| by the perfe& remembrance of all things. 


thatare : Fhere lives the Underſtands 
37g, by the knowledge and Viſion of God :. 
There lives the W1/!, and enjoyeth all 
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In like manner liveth there the Apprtites | 
borh that which 1s called Concypiſcible, and | 
that which 1s called Traſcible. There live 
all the Senſes, and are filled with delights. 
There 1s heard no ſighing, no lamentaci- 
on, no grief or ſorrow, nor fo much as 
the leaſt ſign thereof, There is the moſt 
fincere and pure ſong of joy, withour the 
mixrure of the leaſt drop of the Gall of 
bicrerneſs and ſorrow, Let the yes be f1- 
lent, they never ſaw the like; ler the ears 
be filent, they never heard rhelike ; ler 
thy heart be filent, it could-never conceive 
the like ro this life. - This life includeth 
within it ſelf all pleaſures, riches, honours, 

and all the delighrs of all lives, 
Auguſt, A(\enſes, and faculties. St As 
ae Civi- guftine as it wereſet on Fire. 
tate Dei, with the ferven:t defire of this 
cap. 30, lie, tEreaketh forth intorheſe 

words, How great happineſs 
ſhall be there, where there 1s the preſence 
of no evil, and the abſence of no good ? 
where we ſhall be continually praiſing 
God, who is all in all; Bleſſed are they 
that dwell in thy Houſe; they will be. ftitl 
praifing thee, Pſal, 84. 4. All tlie facul- 
ries of our fouls and members of our bo-- 
dies being made incorruprible, ſhall be 
ever ſetting forth the praiſe of God. 
There ſhall be true glory and _ w 
"oe ee . 


' ſhall be true 


ya 
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deed, where neither. te that doth give 
praiſe and glory can be deceived, nor ke 
to whom it 15 givencen be flattered. There 

, et indeed, which ſhall 
be denied to none that is worthy, nor be- 
ſtowed upcn any ihat 15 unworthy, yea, 
which none that is unworthy ſhall defire 
cr ſeek after 3 where none that-1s unwor- 
thy ſhall be permitted to abide. There he 
which 1s the-giver of virtue, ſhall be the 


. reward thereof : for he hath promiſed 


himſelf; and what could he promiſe 
greater and better than himſelf? The 
Prophet Feremy is witneſs of this tis pro- 
miſe, -in-thee words, I will be their God, 


. and they ſhall be my People, Ferem.. 31. 33; 


I will be unto them whatſoever with ho- 
neſty can tedefired, I will be unto them, 
life, and health , and. food, and plenty, 
and glory, and honour, and peace, and 
every good thing : For this 1s the meaning 
of theſe words, God ſhall be all in all , He 
ſhall be theend of our deſires. And one 

reat good there 1s to be found in that 

lefſed Ciry of God, which is nor. elſe- 
where to be found, and that is this, That 
no inferiour there ſhall envy his ſuperiour, 
but they ſhall. be like members of the na- 
tural body compaRted together ina friehd- . 
ly and: peaceable manner, where the fin- 
cer defireth not to be the eye, nor _ 
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foot the head, but every member is con- 


tent with his own place. And a little at- 
ter ſaith the ſame Farher, there ſhall we 
keep an Erernal Sabbath of reſt, and rhere 
ſhall we taſte and ſee how ſweet 
Anguft. the Lord is, weſhall be filled 
de Civi- with his goodneſs, when he ſhall 
#at.Dei. beall in all. O God my God! . 
, Thou art Love and -Charity, 
Truth and Verity , crue Eternity and E- | 
ternal Felicicy, 
Another ſpeaketh unto this life, by way ;}Þ: 
of Apoſirophe , after this man- 
Antor, ner, in thee there is no corru- 
libr. de ption, nor defe?, nor old Age, 
Spir. & noranger ; bur perpetual peace, 
anima. and ſolemn glory, and everlaſt- 
ing joy, and continual folemni- 
ty. There is joy andexultation, there 1s 
an Eternal ſpring, There is always the flow- 
er and grace of youth and perfe&t health. 
Nen eft in te Heri nec Heſternum : 
Sed eft idem Hoditrunn, | 
Tibt jalns, tibi vita, 
Tibi pax eft infixita; 

Tibi Deus omnia. That 1s, 
Yeſterday was with thee newer 5 
But to day is proſent ever #* + 
Thau haſt peace that ever laſteth, 
Health and life that never waſteth 3 

God 35 all in all, 


 Gle- 
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. Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O City 
of God, Pſal. 897. 3. In thee have. their 
habitation all choſe that rejoyce ; in thee 
there is no fear; in thee no ſorrow, All 
defires are turned to joys. Wharſoever 
a Man can wifh for is preſent with thee - 
Whatſoever can be deſired, 1s in thee in 
abundance. They ſhall be abundantly ſatts- 
fied with the ſatneſs of thy Hauſe 3 and thou 

ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy 

pleaſures, Pſal. 36. 8. For with. thee 25 
the Fountain of Life; in thy light ſhall we 

ſee light, 9; When we ſhall ſee thee in 
thy ſelf, and thee jn us, and our felves in 
thee, living in everlaſting felicity, - and 
enjoying the bearifical vifion of thee for 

Ever. arty of 
- And though this feliciry be everlaſting z 
yer a Man may obrain icing ſhort time, 
and with lictle labour. 7 have compaſion 
o8 the multitude, fatth our Saviour, becauſe 
they have now been with ws three days, and: 
have nothing to eat, Mark 8. 2. Sweet 
Seviour, doſt chou count it ſuch a matter 

for us to abide with thee rhree days, and 

e.t nothing ? and why, ſweet Jeſus, doſt 
thou not rather tell us of the daysof Etere 

nity, and the everlaſting joys wherewtth. 
we fhall be abundantly ſatisfied in the 

Kingdom of Heaven? God taketh notice: 

of the leaſt ſervice that we perform, and 
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It is precious in'his fight: He rtelleth the 
very hairs of our heads; and much more 
| then will he tell the drops of blood thar 
-* are fpilt for his ſake, andput them up in 
the Bottle of his remembrance. 

 -We may therefore very well cry out 
with St. Hierom, Oh | How great a ble\- 
ſedneſs is this, to yecetve great things for 
ſmall, and Eternal things for Temporal 
and further to have the Lord our Debror ! 
But thou wilt beready to fay, irgoes hard 
ro be in ſufferings every days and though 
all crher things mighr eaſily be endured, 
yet death 1s terrible, Chriſtian ' Brother, 
I am aſhamed to hear chee ſay ſo, ir is 
fooltfhly ſpoken, and likea Child. Know- 
eſt thou not thus much ? I know thar I aſ- 
cend to deſcend, flouriſh ro wither, am 
young ro grow old, liveto die, and dieto 
ive bleſſed Eternally, Truft therefore in 
the 'Lord for ever; For in the Lord Fehovwah 
3s everlaſiing ſtrength, Iſa. 26. 4. 

Again , St. Avgsyftine comes into my 
mind, who upon the Words of our Lord 
fairh thus, Our Lord and Saviour con- 
cluded with theſe words , ſaying, Fbeſe 
ſhall go away into evaxlaftiing puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life Eternal, Matth. 25. 
46, It 1s life Eternal that is here promil(- 
ed, Becauſe Menlove to live here upon. 
earth, therefore lite is ogg ==ag 

; | em : 
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them : And becauſe they are much afraid 
to die, therefore death Erernal 1s threat- | 
ned unto them. What wouldeſt thou 
have? Life; Well, thou ſhalt have it. 
Whar art thou afraid of ? Is it Death? 
Well, thou ſhalt nor ſuffer it. Bur they 
which ſhall be tormented in Hell Fire, 
ſhall have a defire to die; and death ſhall 
fly from them. To live long therefore 1s | 
no great matter; yea more, To live al- 
. ways, 1s no great matter; but To live ble 
- 0d, that is athing to be defired, thar 1s a 
great matter indeed, 

Therefore thou ſhalt live in Heaven, 
and ſhalt never die; there ſhalr thou live 
bleſſed for evermore; for neither ſhalc 
thou ſuffer any evil ; neither ſhalt thou be 
in fezr of ſuffering ir; for there ir is im- 
poſſible to ſuffer any evil. . There ſhalt 
thou poſſeſs whatſoever thou canft defire ; 
and what thou poſſefleſt, thou ſhalt de- 
fire ſtill ro | ns : Thou canſt nor be caft 
our of poſſeſſion, and this ſhall farisfie 
thee, It was there, that David did ex- 

& to have his thirſt quenched, and his 

unger ſatisfied. 1s thy preſence 8s fulneſs 
of joy, -at thy right band there are Pleaſures 
for -evermore, Pſal. 15. 11. And again, 
| My foul thirfteth after thee, "Pal. 141+ 6. 
And yet again, As for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs : I ſhall be ſetiaihd; - 
; | whe 


V 


260 The ninth Conſideration 


when I zwate, with thy likeneſs, Plal. 17.1 go 
This is a new and a ſtrange voice fora 
King : He hath his Table well furniſhed 
with all kinds of Diſhes 3 and yet as if he 
were hunger-ſtarved he hopes to be filled 
at anothers Table; his own Bread and 
his own Wine would nor ſerve his turn, to 
appeaſe his hunger, or ro quench his thirſt, 
There was other Bread that he had a mind 
to, and other Liquor that he fo thirſted 
afrer, the Bread of Heaven, and the Wa- 
cer of Life. Fer what is the plency and 
abundance of all rhe Kings of ihe Earth ? 
Fr 1s nothing elſe bur meer want, And 
what is the dainty Fare at their great Ta- 
bles? Iris bur like the FPeggars Pircher, 
if it be compared with the Fatneſs of Gods 
Houſe, and his Heavenly Table, Come 
Eat and Drink, and be filled, my beloved 
ſhall the King of Heaven ſay ; this Feaſt. 
of mine ſhall never-be ended ; there ſhall. 
come no ſorrow after it; as it 15'To day, 
ſo it ſhall be For ever and ever. Neither - 
can Sc. Auguſtine here contain himſelf, 
but he breaks forth again inco this Excla- 
mation, Oh life of lives ſurpaſling all life ! 
Oh everlaſting life ! Oh life blefled for 
ever! Where there is-joy without ſorrow, 
reſt without labour, riches without loſs, 
healch without fickneſs ( there is no ſuch 
matrer .in this life ) abundance withour. 
WT 1 F ; ; defeR, 


we 
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| defet, life without death , perperuity 


without corruptibility, beatirude withour 


calamity 3 where all good Men are in per- 


fe& chariry, where al! knowledge is in all 
things, and though all things; where 
the Majeſty of God is ſeen in preſence, 
where the mind of the beholders 1s filled 
with the bread of life : They always be- 
hold Gods preſence, and ſtill they defire 
to behold it; they defire ro behold ir; 
and yet without anxiety 3 they are ſarisfied 
with ir, and yet wichourfariery. | 
And thar thou mayeſt underſtand and 
know, good Chriſtian Brother, that this 
ſuperexcellenr Glory, theſe celeſtial 
Riches, this Heavenly Kingdom 1s ro be 
bought, hear whar the ſame Sr. 4:2»uſtine 
ſaich, TI have to ſell, faith God, 
I have to ſell; come and buy Ecclus. 
1% Lord, what is it that thou &. 7. 
haſtto ſell? T havereſt ; Come 
and buy it. Whar is the price of it? The 
Price 1s labor. And how much labor is 
Erernal reſt worth? If thou wilt ſpeak the 
truch and judge arighr, External reft is 
worth Erernal labor. It is true indeed ; 
bur do not fear : For God is mercitul, 
For ſhould thy labor be Eternal, rhou 
ſhouldeſtnever atrain to reſt Erernal; -bur 
thar cthon mayeſt atcain art kengrh co reſt 
Eternal, therefore thy lator. ſhall not be 
| Eternal. 


Anas 
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Eternal ; nor hurt that it is worth ſo much, 
bur: that thou mayeſt ar length ger the 
poſſeſſion of ic. Indeed ir is worth the 
price, though ir be labour Eternal; bur 
that ic may be purchaſed and poſſeſſed, ir 
15.neceflary that the price thereof be bur 
labour Temporal. Therefore Chriſtian 
Brethren, Jet us rouſe up our ſelves, and 
ſtir up one another wich this exhorration 
of St. Augiſtine, which here followeth. 

Let us ſet before our eyes the life which 
is Eternal, and let us well confider rhe 
nacure of it, which we fhall come the bet- 
ter to underſtand, by removing from it, 
whatſoever we account troubleſome in this 
life. - For it is eafierto find whar it is nor, 
rather than what ir is. And yet it is ſer 
roſale. Thou mayeſt buy ir if thou wilt, 
Thou ſhalc not need to be much troubled 
or turmoiled abour-ir, for the greatneſs 
of *the price. The price is whatſoever 
thou haſt, and no more. Never examine 
what thou haſt, but conſider what thou 
art. Ir is worth thy buying, though thou 
giveſt thy ſelf for it, Give thy ſelf, and 
thou ſhalr have it. What ? Art thou to 
ſell -thy ſelf? Art thou'ro buy thy ſelf ? 
Behold, ſuchas chou art, it rhou canſt be 
content to give thy ſelf thou ſhalt have 
ik. Bur thou wilt be ready toſay ir may 
be, Alack! I am a wicked man 

ed 
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ſuch a Mans perhaps will not be received 
for good payment : If thou beeſt not al- 

. ready good, co but give thy ſelf, and by 

© | ſo doing thou ſhalt become good, and go 

for currenr. Do bur make a faithful pro- 
miſe to give thy ſelf ; and this ſhall make 

TY thee good : And being made good tho 

3 || ca price of thy ſelt good enough : And 

rhou thalc have, as I ſaid, nor only health, 
ſafety, hfe, and (uch like as ſhall have an 

h end ; bur alſo chou ſhalr te freed from 

many miſeries: Thou ſhalc neither be 


« wearied, nor ſtand in need of reſt, thou 

fhalr neither hunger, nor thirſt, neither 

o || Increaſe nor decreaſe, neither grow young ; 
. nor waX old, becauſe there 15 no being 3 

- born there; tor there is full growth and A 

7 ſtarure, and the entire and perfe& number 


of years, There 15 no number hke unco- 
G | 1: Foras it hath no need of being aug- 
memed, ſo 15 there no need of being dimt- 


n niſhed. Behold what excellent things are 
_ ſpoken ot it! And yet I cannot come near 
y | *<lling thee what it 1s, or what good rhings 


4 | a< creaiured up In ic: For, irc 1s writcen, - 
Eye hath not (een , nor ear heard neither 
» | bathit entved into the beart of Man, 2 Cor. 
2. 9. And how ſhould my mouth beable 
to utter whar the heart oft Man 15 nocavle 
y ro COncetve ? 
J And tecauſe we have. gone. along 
_ N rkrougy Þ 
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through St. Auguſiine's Books, as ir were 
through ſo many pleaſant Gardens, and 
are now brought at length to the Celeſtial 
*Paraaſe, let us ſeal and confirm. what his» 
therto kath been ſpoken by the teſtimony 
of the fame Father. If we were every 
day, faith he, to ſuffer all rorments, yea 
the torments of Hell ir ſelf, and that for 
a long time together, to the end that we 
might behold Chriſt in his Glory, and 
have communion and. fellowſhip with rhe 
Saints 3 were it not worth our pains and 
ſufferings! who would not ſuffer any ſor- 
row to be made partaker of ſo much good, 
and ſo great Glory ? Ler the Devils then 
lie in wait for me, let them aſſault with 
temptations; let my bedy be broyghe 
down with faſting, let my fleſh be kept un- 
der withpreſſure; letme be wearied with 
labours, ket my moifture be dried up with 
watching; ler .one Man clamour againſt 
me, let another diſquier me, let me be 
howed together with cold, let me be ſet on 
fire with heat ; let my conſcience murniur, 
let my head ake, let my breaft be infla- 
. med,ler my ſtcmach be troubled with vens 
toſities, let my countenance wax pale and 
bleak, let me be full of infirmicjes ;_ler 
my lite conſume away with grief, and my 
years with mourning 3 kt rottenneſs en- 
ter into my bones,” and let it ſpring up like 
| ! 2 


id 


upon Eternity. 265, 
2 Fountain under my feet; let all theſe 
miſeries come upon me, ſo that I ma' 
have reſt and confolation in the day of trt- 
bulation, and aſcend up unro the people 
of the Lord. For, What fhall be the Glo« 
Ty of the juſt, and how greac ſhall the joy 
of the Sainrs be, when every face ſhall 
ſhine as = Sun! LN the wx _ 
in ro reckon up his e in their di- 
a orders , in_his rank Kingdom 3 
and when he ſhall render unto every Man- 


- according to his works, the rewards-which 


he hath promiſed, that is, Heavenly for 
Earthly, and Eternal for Temporal, | 
Think therefore upon the days of old, 
and call-ro mind the years which are yer 
for ro come. Think upon Eternity, @ 
Man , think upon Etermty; think upon 
rhe Eternity of Torment, andthe Eternity 
of Jay, which is to follow after this ſhore 
life ended, and I dare warrant thee, 
thou wilt never complain of any Adverfiry 3 
thou wilt never ler ſlip our of thy mouth 
ſuch a word as rhis, This zs too grievous, Or, 
This v8. intolerable, or, This is too bard - 
Thou. wilt, I dare ſay, count all things 
cafie and tolerable whatſoever can happer 
in this life, and rhou wilt never be berrer- 
_ than when thou. arc moſt afflia- 


le is reported by Fob Moſchus of one 
| N 2 Olmpins, - 
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Olympius, zn old Man of ſingular patience 
( whe lived cloyſtered upin a Monaſtery 
\ near unto Fordan ) that he had his mind ſo 
Rent and faxt continually upon Eternity , 
that Fe had ſcarce any ſenſe or feeling ar 
all of any temporal ſorrow or miſery. For, 
{ as he goes on with his ſtory ; upon a time, 
as it happened, a certain Re'ijgious Man 
rurned our of his way to viſit him, and 
finding him in a dark Ce'l, a place, 2s he- 
thought, uninhabirable by reaſcn of he-t 
and ſwarms of Gnats znd other Flies 3 not 
without much admiration ſpake thus unto 
him. And canſt thou, Olympius, endure 
ro live inſuch a cloſe Room, ſoexceeding 
hor, and ſo much preſſed with Grats, and 
ſwarms of flies ? Eur what did Olympirs 
anſwer ? And doſt thcu wonder at this? 
I.rell thee, my Son, all theſe are but lighr 
matters ? I count chem tolerab'e, thar fo 
T may eſcape Eternal torments, which 
are intolerable. I can endure to be ſtung 
by Grats, that fo I way not feel the ſting 
of Conſcience ,, 2nd the gnawing of the 
worm thar never dieth. This heat which 
thou ſo complaineſt cf I can ſuffer eaſily, 
when [I think upon the Eternal fre of Hell, 
which 1+ unſufferable. Theſe troubles, if I 
may ſo call ihem, are bur ſhorr,. and ſhall 
have anend ; bur the tormerts in Hell re 
without end.” Whereupon faid the _ 
| | r- 
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Certainly, Olympiys, thou art led by the 
ſpirit of wiſſtom and crurh; fo wiſely and 
truly haſt thou aniwered, I would there 
were more of thy mind, that would rnink 
thus ſeriouſly upon theſe things 3 then cer- 
rainly there would he more than tlzere are 
now ad1ys, that would atrer thy example 
patienrly ſuffer and endure all rings, 


_—_ 


-CHAP. It. 


it coulujion of all, 


Lemme. 


HF Euxis, the moſt Famous for his skif 
£_., amongſt all the Antienc Painters 
thac we have heard of, was obſerved co be 
_ flow ar his work, and to let no piece 
of hisgo abroad into tne World robe (een 
of Men, tillhe had turned ic over, and over, 
tnis ſ1deand thar ſide, -againan4 azain, ro 
ſee if he could ſpy any faulc in ic:-And bes» 
10g _=_ atime asked rhe reaſon why he 
was ſocurious, wity fa longin drawing his 
lines, and fo flow in the uſe of his Pencil, 


he made this anſwer, I am. long a doing. 


wharſoever I take 1n hand, becauſe whar [ 
Painc, I Paint for Eternity. And 'thus 
ſtands the- c:iſe with all, we Painr alſo for 
Eternity. Wharſoever we do, it ſo belongs. 
unto Eternity, thac a _ may cruly ſay of: 

3 ic 
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It thus, T write, I read, I fing, F pray, 
I labor, whatſoever I do, whatſoever I 
fay, whatſoever I think, all is for Eterni- 
ty. Now if this be the nature of our 
thoughts, words and deeds, if they fhall 
remain for all Eternity, we had need have 
a care what we think, ſpeak or do; it 
Concerns us to look about us, to mind our 
buſineſs, not to go negligently and ſleepily 
about our work, not co let any thing go . 
out of our hands rude and imperfeR, bur 
to poliſh and perfe& it with allthe care, 
Skill, and induſtry that we canuſe. We 
Paint with Zeuxis for Eternity. When 
we have done our works, they are preſeiit- 
Ty tranſmitred ro Etervity, tobe viewed by 
a moſt judicious and all-ſeeing eye, rhat 
no fault can eſcape 3 and being viewed 
and cenſured, they are to be committed: 
citherto be Ecernally puniſhed, or Eter- 
rally rewarded, What I have ſaid before, 
I here ſay gain, becauſe it cannor be 
faid too often, though I ſhould ſay it. a 
thouſand times ; ' whatſoever. we think , 
ſpeak, or do, once thought, ſpake, or done, 
ir is Eternal, itabideth for ever. 
Will your hear what Sr. Gregory ſairh? 
In all -our a&ions we muſt uſe great care 
and circumfpettion, we.muſt well weigh 
and conſider with our ſelves, what 1t ts | 
thar we.rake in hand, and to what end _ 
"4: | | (0, 


. 


4 74 . 1 ne ate 2, 
iq - - ®, p23 by - to —_ © L 22 

Ds, 3? 

- - - 

; 


- . 
_ 


. _ - #pou Eternity. 269 
do it, that our minds be not fet uponrany 
thing that is Temporal, but napen thoſe. 
things which are Eternal. Therefore tn 
allthy aRions labour ro be perfe&. Pray 
for Eternity, ſtudy for Eternity, ſuffer for 
Eternity, contend for Eternity , labor for 
Eternity. $9. live co God, ;thit thow: 
mayeſt live with God; fo {ive onEarth, 
tha: thou mayeſt live in , Heavettz f@ 
live for Eternity, that thou mayclt live to 
Eternity. | : 

Hear alſo what St. Bernard ſairh. - Oat 
works do not pals away as ſoonas theyiare 
done { as they ;may ſeem ro-do-) hurt.as 
Seeds ſown in time they riie upto all: Etgre 
nity. The fooliſh Man which hath,.no un; 
derſtanding, will wonder co ſee ſuch aplen- 
. tiful increafe.riſe upof {uch lice: Seedsz. 
be it. good or be at evil, according'to the 
home of A Ie fo ſd hehe Burhe 
that 1s wiſe. will pogder.theſe things, and: 
count no, {in little: For;hg hath an.eye ſtill 
nor to- that, which is. preſent, but ro that 
which 15 to come ;, nor to-thar which is 
fown, bur to that which is reaped. nat to 
that which 1s done in time, bur to 
which remains co all Eternity. .. 1 

Oh. the dangerous and miſerable. mad= 
neſs. of the Sons, of Adam! God created' 
us unro the poſſeſſion of infinite and-E- 
ternal goods; And why are we carrie 

; N.4... then... 
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then with the whole bent of our affe&ions, 
to thoſe things which are titcing and va- 
nithing? God made us heirs of Heaven 
and Eternal poſſeffions : And why do we 
ſo miſerably intangle our ſelves in cur va- 
miles, and run headlong to deftrution? 
Lerus be wiſe in time, let us look welito 
ourſteps, letus make ſpeed on the way of 
Eternity : Let us fo live that we may live . 
ro Eternity. The way thither is ſhort ' and 
marrow, bur the term thereof is yery 


LE, 
Bur O miſerable and fooliſh Men that 
_ we are! We fain would obtain Eternal 
life, but we are loth to tread in the way 
that leads to it : We fain would be there; 
but we will not take _—_ ro. go thither. - 
Every Man deſires to bleſied. There 
js no Man, ſaith St. Auguſtize, of what 
condition or degree ſoever he be . bur 
have a defireafter that life which is blefled 
for ever. | Therefore that life is rhe com- 
mon Haven ar which all Men defire to ar- 
rive; but all Men know nothow to ſteer 
their courſearight. It is athing which all 
Men wirhout controverſje would fain pol- 
_ tef6 5 but howto compaſs it, wha: courſe 
[eo take, which way to-go, that 1s the 
'point they cannot agree upon. We may 
feek it long enough upon Earth ; and iris 
a Queſtion, whether we ſhall ever find ir 
= or 
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life is moſt bleſſed. But another denies 


| learns many faſhions, garhers t 


For to die well isthe way to feliciry ;: bur - | 
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or no. Not that I condemn the ſeeking of 


ir, bur the nor” ſeeking of it in the right 
lace, One is of opinion that the Soldiers 


thar, and ſays, the life of the Husband- 
Man's moſt bleed, And' again, this ans 
other denies, and ſays, that'the Lawyers 
life is moſt bleſſed ; and ke gives his rea- 
ſon for it: For the Lawyer is worſhipped 
by the people; and is much ſought unto, 
he is ever taking of fees and pletding 
cauſes, | | 

And again , this another demies, ard 
ſayes, the Judges life is moſt blefſed : For 
he hath power of hearing cauſes and de-- 
ciding them. And yetagain, another de- 
nies this, and ſays, the Merchints life ts: 
moſt bleſſed :: For he ſees divers Countries; . 


much Wealth. You ſee, dearly beloved, 
in ſo many ſeveraFkinds of lives there is: 
not any one to'e found, that will pleaſe 
all: Bur the life blefſed for ever, thar is it 
which pleaſerh all: Fe SA 
Blefſedneſs therefore is not ro be expe> 
Qed here; bur is ro be ſought for elſewhere, 
and never to be found out, bur by a good: 
and godly death. Ungodly Men them-- 
ſelves defire todie the death of che Godly;. 
but they will nor live the life of the Godly: 
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to live well is matter of labor ;- and yet. 
| that is not to be o: tained withour this. 
Eternity depends upon death, and there is 
no dying well withourt living well. Chuſe 
which thoy wilt, life or death. If thou. 
liveſt well, thou canſt not bur die well z- 
and it ſhall be well with thee for ever ; If 
thon liveſt not well, thou canſt nor hope. 
ro die. well, bur itwill be 11] with thee fe 
Ever. Za | 

. Nor-many years ago a Man of a good 
Houſe, having more wit in his head, than 
- Religion inhis hearr, being asked what he 
| thoughtof the ſtri& lives of the Religious, 
and the looſe lives of the licentious, which 
he eſteemed beſt, anſwered thus,. I could 
with to live like the licentious, bur - ro die. 
* like theReligious, Some witthere might. 
be-in his anſwer, but I am fure there was 
liecle Religion in it. He had ſpoke like a |. 
Chriſtian Man, if he had ſaid thus, I deſire 
to live the life of the Religious, char my || 
end. may be like his. - Balaam could ſay, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and lit 
my laft end be like his, Numb. 23. T0, Bur 
he had ſaid-a great.deal better, if he had 
Aid thus,. Lzt me live the life of the righte+- 
#3, that Imay diethe death of the righteous. 
and that my laſt end may be libe his. For 
whoſoever liveth the life of the Gedly,; 
Kkall beſu;e50.die the death of the Gs 
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And whoſoever liveth the life of the uns - 


godly, ſhillbe fure ro die the death of the 
ungodly : Once he ſhall die, bur that once 
ſhall be always, and that always for ever 


_ and ever. | 


. AeertainSoldier being called in queſt{- 
on by Laxiachus a Centurion, for ſome 
miſdemeanor or orher commirted in the 
Camp, earneſtly. defired pardon for chart 


once, and promiſed never co offend m the - 


like. kind again : Bur the Centurion made 


bim this anſwer, In bello, bone vir , non - 


lacebit bis peccare : Oh Sir, bnow you thus 
much, there is no offending in War twice, 
Bur in death ( alas! ) there is no offend 
mg -once; - there is no hope of pardon, 
once dead and always dead. He thar dies 


once ill, is damned for ever. There is-n16 


recurning again to life, ro amend what 1s 


. done amiſs, There is- no appealing from - 
the ſentence of condemnation , tit ir be - 
- once. paſſed. As death leaves a Man, ſo. 
judgment finderh him; and as judgment - 


leaves mim, ſo Eternity findeth him.. 


-Ir'is rhe ſaying of Tpbicrates, that it 15; 


ſhame for an Emperor at any time tolay 
with the fool, Nor putiraw, I dla not 


thirk it: But it is a greater ſhame for 2 : 


Chriſtian Man to ſay, Nox putaram,' I did 
vt think there had been ſuch a difference. 


berween a ..chafte . life,” and. a yolupruous.. 


life; 


bl 
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) 
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life, I did not think that Eternity was ro 
follow after this life, 7 4:d not think thar I 
ſhould have died ſo ſuddenly. Alas / 
alas! How fſleepily do we go about the 
buſineſs of Eternity ! Whereas the nature ' 
of this mortal life of ours is ſuch, char we 
cannor be certain at any time that we ſhall 
live for any time, no not ſo much as for 
one minute, whenas we know for certain 
that we muſt depart from henee, and yer 
are moſt uncertain at what hour we ſhall 
depart; and when that hour ſhall come; 
then alſo we ſhall feem not ſo much to 
have lived, as to have poſted unto death in 
a moment. Here we are but as ſojourners 
in a ſtrange Land, and notas Citizens in 
our own Country ; we are but Tenants at 
will, and nor Free-holders : Will we, nili 
we, we muſt depart, For here- we have na 
continuing City , but we ſeth one to comez 
Heb. 13.14 | 

The holy Prophet Bzruch asketh this 
queſtion, Where are the Princes of the Heas 
then become , and ſuch as. ruled the Beafts 
wpen the Earth, that hoarded up Silver: and 
Gold, and made no end of their getting ? 
Baruch-$. 16, 114. Do they retain and 
keep theirKingdoms and their: glory ſtill? 
Not ſo 5 For thus 1ſatth the Prophet, an- 
fwering his own queſtion, They are vanifh« 
&; aud gone down. to the Grave, and others 

ars. 
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upon Eternity. - 275 
are come up in their fieads. They are vaniſh- 
ed, faith the Prophet ; For they were but 
ſojourners and ne Citizens ; they are gone 
and others are come up in their fteads; their 

> '8 Houſes ace kerour to others, and they are 

> | caſt ouc themſelves, and gone down to the 

{ | Grave. Bur it the queſtion be asked again, 3 

e | Where are the Princes of Heaven , whoſe 0. 

1 | dwelling is above the ſeventh Sphere, 

k where are they ? It may hdeanfwered like- 4 

| | wile, that They are alſo vamſhed, and others ' 7 

d 

] 

| 

) 

) 
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are come up in their fteads;, bur they are 
tranſlated to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
there to abide for.ever; withour all fear of 
| being diſpoſſefied. | 
Let #s Crown our ſelves with Roſe-buds, 
Wiſd. 2. 8. Sing thoſe Men of moit looſe 
and deplorable lives; Why with Roſe- 
buds? Becauſe the bearry and ſmell of 
them is-gone in ore diy, and they are wis 
thered : And ſuch fading Crowns: do beſt 
| become: thoſe which ſhall-ſhortly periſh; 
, Rut as for the Bleſſed; it 1s nor ſo with 
| | them, but theya:e Crowned with: Jewels 
| and 'prectous Stones,. whoſe beauty never. 
| fadeth. The-Womsn. mentioned in the 
| Revelation had: upon her head 2 Crown, not 
; of Roſe-buds of rhe- Garden, nor of Jew- 
els of che Sea, bur of the Stars of Heaven. 
Asthen the Heavenly orbs are incorrupti- - 
; | ble, (© likewiſe they that inhabicthem are a 
#5 ON ; INCOTI= 
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incorruptible, they are not ſubje& vo arr 

they are immortal. The Righte- 
ous lroe for evermore , Wiſad, 5. 16. Al 
worldly things are tranſtory,bur heavenly 
-chingsare everlaſting. Here are we wea- 
ried with labour, but there ſhall we be 
refreſhed with E:ernal teſt. 'Why do we 
ſeek for reſt before our labour is ended? 


{ 


Wwe are yet upon the Stage - Therefore | 


we muſt a& our parts : We have to deal 
with _ Enemies; therefore we muſt 
be ys prepared ro Fight: we are 
ſtill. in our race; therefore we muſt 
hold our to the laſt. Ler us then fo a& 
our parts, that the Angels may rejoyeec to 
be. ſpeRarors: Let us ſo Fight that. we 
may win the Crown ; lerus fo run, that we 
may obtain. = | 
Well, ſaith St. Gregory, 1t we well confi- 
der with our ſelves what and how great 
things are promifed unto us in Heaven, all 
_ things on earth will ſeem vile unto us: 
For what tongue can ſufficiently expreſs, 
ar what heart conceive, how great- the 
joys be inthatCity whichis above ? Where 
we fhall bear apart in the heavenly Quire 
with Angels evermore lauding and praiſmg 
God z whete we fhall be tn God's preſence, 
and feehim face ro face 3 where we ſhall 
beheld light incomprehenfible ; where we 
ſhall-haye the priviledge of heavenly Saints 


and. 


«pou Eternity. 77: 
and Citizens, to befor ever incorruptible; 
Merhinks I find my mind inflamed and fer 
on Fire, whileſt I am ſpeaking of theſe 
joys, and methinks it ſhould ſer on fire all: 
thac hearit. Merthinks it ſhould ſo werk 

us all, that even now we ſhould moſt: - 


ny 

te 

Al 

hy 

pf upon 

: earneſtly and ardently defire to be there, 
42] where we hope to be for ever hereafter. 
re 

al 

ſt 

e 

ſt 

+ 

@) 

e 
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| Bur thus much we muſt know, thar there. 
15 no coming there without much labor. 
Ir 1s. not I, bur Pazl the Preacher that 
faith it, 4 Man is not Crowned, except e- 
ftrive lawſully, 2 Tim. 2. 5. Let then the 
greatneſs of the reward encourage. us and. 
prick us forward 3. and let not the labor 1 
and pains, the ſhorc labor, and the little — 
. pains, hinder us or _ us back. We E 
muſt go on, and we muſt go on wih per- 
- | ſeverance; we muſt not ſo nach confi 
rt | the roughneſs of the way, as the blefled. 
[ Eternity which 1s the end thereof. And 
: | this the ſame holy Father declares moft 
, | excellently, ſaying, This isa ſpecial | 
> | and cognizance of the eleR, rhar they 
. know how to carry themſelves in the way 
; | of this preſent life in ſuch manner, that 
; | by the certainty of. hope they are aflured,. 
that they have attained unto a great pitch, . 
maſmuch as they ſee all rranfirory things. * 
far beneath them, and for the love of 
Eternity erample- all fublunary —_— 
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_ det their feet. And this is ic which the 
Lore: ſpeakerth by the mouth of his hol 
Propher, ſaying unto every ſoul thar fol- 

lowethhim, IT wi# lift thee up above the high 

Places of the Earth, For as for lofles, re- 

proaches, poverty., diſgrace, and ſuch 


like, theſe are , as I may ſo call them, 
the lower places of the earch, which the. 


loversof this World, as they walk through 
the plain ef the broad way, donor lovero 
come near, but keep off as far as is poſli- 
ble. Bur as for gainand profit, the fawn- 
ing and: flattering- of inferiors, abundance 
of riches, honors, and-places of dignity, 
theſe are the : high places of the earth, 
which whoſoever is worldly-minded, and- 
hath ſerled his aFeRions on things here be- 
low, he, I ſay, eſteemeth highly 3 becauſe 
to him they ſeem great: Burt whoſoever 1s 
heavenly ' minded, and hath ſeried his af- 
fe&ions on things above, he, I fay, ec- 
ſeemerh them nor; becauſe tc him they: 
ſeem whar they ae, that is, vile and baſe. 
For as it is with a Man going up anhigh 
Mountain, ſti]} the higher he goes, the 
lower he ſees the earth beneath him: So 
itis with him whoſe converſation is in Hea- 
ven ; the higherhe mounts from the earth: 
with. the -wings *f pious cogirations, the 
farther he flies fron the earch with che 
wings of his afte&ions, He knows rhar : 
Wok the. 
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#pou Eternity. 279 
the glory of this Wo. 1d is nothing, and 
therefore his thoughts :nd affeRions are ' 
alogether upon ' another World This is 
theMan thart is liſted «p aboze the high; luces 
of the Earth, oa 
'* You have heard what St. Gregory faith; 
Ir wi 1nor be amiſs in the next place to 
hear likewiſe what St. 4»2»ftine faith, 
What 1s that? Ir is a Leflon worch our 
kearning. That which we muſt :ole, fai:h 
he, one time or other upon necc{licy, it is 


wiſdom to diſtribute abroad in time, rhar 


we may purchaſe thereby the reward of 
Eternity. Moſes lived long in- 
deed , he lived 1n health; bur 
at length be died. Methuſelah 
lived longer than he; bur it fol- 
lows, And be died. - This is , or 
ſhall be every mars Epitaph, 
Et mortuus eft, And be died. Foy we muſt 
needs die, and are as wattr ſpilt »pon the 


Dent. 
34- 5. 
Gen. 5, 
27, 


"ground, 2 Sam. 14.14. But the ſoul is 


immortal, it 1s Erernal, it ſhall Tive for 
ever, either in Eternal glory, or elſe in 
Eternal torments, Here our lots caſt in 
which Eternity we fhall have parr , and 
there is no revoking ir. Oh blefied Eter- 
nity, oh Eternal bleſſedneſs! How comes 
it to paſs thar ſeldom or never we think 
upon thee; or if wedo at any time, we 
do it but upon the by ? How comes tr& 81" 
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2 80 The ninth C onfederation E 
paſs, that we do not laber more for thee, 


that we do not ſeek for thee; that we are 
not ſolicitous for thee. O Lord God, 0- 
yu thou our eyes, that we may ſee and 
w what Eternity 1s, both that of glory 
and that other of torment, and how infi- 
nite both; how blefſed the one, and how 
miſerable: the other. Thou haſt created 
us unto thee, thou haſt created us unto 
Eternity : For thou art Eternity, Thou 
wouldeſt have us be partakers of thy Eter- 
nity ; Lord, let. it be according to thy will. 
Thou, haſt ſaid ir; Lord, let ic be accord; 
ing to thy word, Thou haſt promiſed; 
Lord,. make good thy promiſe ; Make us. 


. partakers of thy Eterzity. Grant that 'we' 


_ nay {| _ the ſhort moment of time 
pranted.to_us here in this like ; Grant, we 


beſeech thee, that, we may ſpend it in: 
' ſuch a. Religious and Godly manner, as: 


Men that labour for Eternity, contend for 


Etrrnity, ſuffer for Etrrnity, To. this end. 


eauſe' thy Miniſters often to call up2n us 


ro think ſtill upon Eternity; make us call. 


one-upon another in every place to think 
upon Eternity, that ſo by thy mercy we 
may Reign with thee, O Eterrity, .and as 
many as it is poſſible may be kept from 


perithing everlaſtingly. Hear this ye Chris. 


ftians all. hear it ye Pagans, hear it ye 


OOO OOF. OO. Gem een tc pew wo 


Kings and Princes, hear Jt ye Germans, 


hear 
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| upon Eternity. " "288 * 
hear it ye French, hear it ye Engliſh, yeas 


'F let all the World hear 'it.. There can be n0 


ſuffirient ſecurity, where there is danger of 
lopng Eternity. | 
Oh long, Oh profound, Oh bottomleGs, 
Oh Eternal Eternity / Blefſed are they, 0 
Lord, that dwell in thy Houle ; they ſhall be 
fill -praifing thee, Pſal. 84. 4. . They ſhall 
praiſe thee throughout infinite myri2ds of 
Ages. HE 

+ Moſes being near unto his death, com- 
mending umo God in his Prayers his peo- 


7 t54-bany and blefing them , thus took 
is 


leave of the Tribe of Aſher, and ſaid; 
Let Afer be bleſſed with Children; let bim 


be acceptable to his Brethren, and tet him 


dip his foot in Oyl. Thy ſhoes ſhall be ron 
and. braſs; and as thy days, ſo fhall thy 


© frength be. There is none like unto the God 
K of Jeſurun, who rideth upon the Heaven 'in 
thy help, and in his excellency on the Sky. 


The Eternal God is the refuge, and under- 
math avethe everlaſting arms, Dent. 33, 24, 
25, 26, 275. Thus God firercherh forth 
the arms of his power throughout Heaven 
mfinictely': And by his arms. all che World, 
all rime, and all chings in the World are 
direed, guided and governed. So God 
from the beginning, yea, from the Erey- 
nity of his predeſiination, h:th carried in: 
bis breaſt all the Godly, and My” 4 
£ enNEm. 
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282 The ninth Conſideration || 
them daily and hourly, and as ir were em 


braiceth them with his arms. Aſ-endil 
therefore, O my foul; and have no more 


to do with earth and clay, Stretch forth 

thy ſelf, and aſcend up un o him that ri-}Þ Þ) 
ery By age the Heavens 3 aſcend up unto} fo 
thy God, whoſe dwelling is in the higheſt be 


Mountains, thoſe Mountains of Eternity: i 
There ſhalt thou fir mm ſafety, and behold} V' 
theearth heneath : and ſo ſhalr thou plain 4 
ly perceive how little and of none eftcernf k 
all chings are here below, which now} 2 
either ſolicite thee with love, or ter-il| t 
rifie thee with fear; thou ſhal: plainly per- © 
ccive whar a ſmall thing ir is, whatſoeverſſſ * 
is contazzed within the Centre of the World, i © 
th it lictle Globe or point of earth; thou * 
ſhalr plainly perceive how thac all rhings i | 
created are vin, weak, ſhort, wile, yea, ii ' 
vanity ic ſelf, yea, rathcr meer nothing inÞ ' 
reſpe t of God and of Eternity. Fhere-i{| | 
fore ſeck thou after the only true and ſo-i 
yeraign good, and regard nor other things, 

Fruſt in God, rely on him, open thy hearc iſ 
wide to entertain him ; tread under the |. 
feer of thy affeftions wharſoever ts under 
the Sun and Moon, whatſoever ailurerch 
thee with ſmiles, or rertifiech thee with 
frowns, think upon Eternity, and always. 
keep in mind that [excellent ſaying of 
St. Hierome, no labor muſt ſeem hard, 
r # no 
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J- no time muſt ſeem long, all .the while we 
FJ are ſeeking after Erernal glory. 


- Iris reported by Sr. Hterome, thar there 


"was upon a time a certain Camel haunted 


by an evil Spirit, which being broughr be- 
fore Hilarion, a devour and godly Man, 
begen to rage in ſuch a ſtrange and terribje 
manner, as if jt would . preſently have de- 
youred him: Bur the Holy Mannething 


afraid, ſpake thus unto the evil Spirit, 


Do not thirk to fright me, thou evil Spirit, 
although thar thou haſt gor a Camel on 
thy back ; it isall one to me whether thou 
comeſt in a Camels skin, or in a Foxes 
tkin: And preſently the fierce Camel fell 


down before him, and teczme very tame 


and gentle, ro the great laughrer- of all 
thoſe thr ſtood by. . Such are all flatre- 


' ries , fawnings , al/urements, and -tentI- 


tions of this World; ſuch are all fears, 
frowns, frights, :nd rerrors, What doſt 
thou hope for ? Whar doſt thou fear? 
What doſt ci:ou love? He that riderh up- 


' on the Heavens is thy helper 5 he ſhall 


embrace thee with his everlaſting zrms. 
Witch theſe arms of his he 1s abletotercer 
a'l thine Enemies, whether they fawn or 
frown upon thee; he 1s able at a beck ro 
ſqueeze them inprece: like fo many flies, 
and break them in pieces lixe a Potters 
Veſſel. . Doch the pleaſure then of Juſt ,. 
ID Gy 
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284 The ninth Conſideration 
or gluctony, or intemperance ſollicitethee 
That is nothing : -Be not-moved at it, paſl 
it by, regard 1rnotz think rather upon the 
pleaſures which are Ecernal. 'Art- thoy 
terrified with threats, oppreſſed with for: 
rows, paſſed by with contempr, affligei 
with ſickneſs, tired out with poverty ? Al 
theſe are a matter of nothing. The more 
violent theſe are, the ſhorter while t 
will laſt: Deſpiſe them, litc up thine eyes 
unto the Hills, from whence cometh my 
help, lobk upto Heaven, think upon Eter« 
nity, There ſhall no evil happen unto the juſt, 
PYov. 2. 21s 
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Sz ſraltus illabatur oxbis, 
Impavidan ferient ruine. 
tib. 3. : 
Od. 3. -Tve juſt Man fhall not be afraid, 
Though Heaven fall upon his head. 


Therefore the juſt Man is never forrow- 
ful : no tribularion doth ever affaulr him, 
Bur are nor the tribulations of the juſt ma- 
ny? Yea, bur yetthey make nothing of. 
chem. Thar only they count evil, which 
1s Erernal, which ſeparateth a Man from 
God, as fin doth, and eternal death which 
is the wages of fin. The Preacher of the 
Gentiles bids- us Look not at things which: 
arr ſeen, but at the things which " no8 
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ſeen. Why fo? For, faith he, The things 

which are ſeen are temporal, but the things 

"Wl which are not ſeen are Eternal, The things 

'Y which are nor ſeen, rhe rhings which are 

'Y Eternal, rhoſe are. the things which are 

ij great indeed, whether they be good, or . 

whether they be evil. | 

*-But whileſt we look only at the things 

which are ſeen, and ſeldom or never ar 

the things which are not ſeen, what do 

we make of our ſelves but grear and fooliſh 

Boys? Grear, bur yer fooliſh; at*the beſt _ 

bur Boys, If the Ice fallout of our hands, 

ve preſently fall a crying, and yer thar is 

ſucha things that we cannor hold long : We 

are frighred at ſhadows, and dream of 

great mattersz we ſpend our ſelves on 

ſuch things as not only ſhall ſhortly paſs 

away for certain, bur are already. pa 

away : . For it is not faid, The frgxre, or 
the faſhion of this World ſhall paſs away, 
in the Future ; 1 Cor. 7. 31. But, The 
Fa(hion of this World paſſeth away, in the 
Preſent, It is paſling away alre:dy. As 

£ | #1! che goods which we enjoy here are bur 

\ {| franfitory, ſo all the evils which weſuffer 

"HY here are bur tranſitory ; thar cannot con- 

, | cinue long. Thoſe things which are nor 

» | ſeen, and. thoſe only have a permanent 

, | ſtare, they know no end, they have no term, 

+ | they are norfſubjc ro 'any change, they 
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are firm, they are immoveable, they! 
are Erernal. -'I repeat ir again , what E 
ſaid a lictle before, for ir deſerves to b 
repeateda thouſand and a thouſand rimes 3? 
no labor muſt ſeem hard, no time d 
ſeem long, all the while we are ſeeking 
atrer Erernal Glory. | | 

Symphorianus , a Chriſtian young Man 
after chat he was aimoſt ſcourged ro death, 
as he was dragged to Execution at. Augu«' 
flodunum, met his Mother upon the way 5 
But how ? Not tearing the hair from her. 
head, or rending her Cloaths, or laying 
open her Breaſts, or making prievous la / 
mentations, as the manner of tool:ſh wo-! 
men is todo : Butcarrying her ſelf like ans 
Heroical and Chriſtian L2dy, For ſhe: 
cryed out, and called unto her Son, arid- 
ſaid, Son , my Son, I ſay, remember life: 
Eternal, look up to Heaven, lift up thine: 
eyes to him that reigneth there, Life is not 
taken from thee, but is exchanged for a better, 
Ar which words of h's Mother, the young 
Man was ſo exceeding;y animaced, that he. 
went willingly ro Execution, and chear- 
fuily like a ſtout Champion laid down his 
head upon the block , and expoſcd his; 
throat co the tat-] Ax, h 

Hear this, O Chriſtians all, and re- 


every Man living 3 we are On our. way to: 
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death; Þ 


© death 3-we:gonor ſo faſt, ir may- be, as. ; 
] obertons did bur: yer we are all go+ 
ing, and. we have nor far ro go; The No- 
ble Armies of Martyrs which are gone. be- 
fore. us; they call unto: us from Heaven, 
and. ſay. as the Chriſtian:and couragious 
Mother ſaid unto her Son, as. he was gai 
to Execution, Rememember life Eternal, look, 
xp to Heaven, and lift up your eyes to. him: 
that reigneth there. Carry thy elf there- 4 
fore like a:Symphoriat, whoſoever profeſ- ' _ 
feſt thy ſelf. ro be a: Chriſtian. - Do nor 5 
hang back, be not loth ro go, wi hdraw 
not thy neck fromthe Yoke, nor thy ſhoul-- 
ders frem the Croſs ; te not afraid to ſuf- 
Ffer for Chriſt ,. be-not- afraid- to die for 
Chriſt, be nor afraid to eat Fire, or to 
Fdevour the Sword for the name of Chriſt. 
;JHere ſhew thy ſelf a Man, rake good cou- 
Jrage, pull-up a 'good hearr: And when = | 
Qu artat any time tempted, when thou _— 
, Jart grieved, when thou art made forrow--' 2 
p ful, when thou art vexed, when thou arc 
c 


deſpiſed, when thou art made a laughing- 
ſtock, whenthou art diſgraced, when thou: 4 
s art ſpoiled of thy Goods, when it is with A 
s ff hee as ir was with Fob upon the Duoghit, . 
or, If it can be worſe, then call ro mind. 
- ESymphorian, and 2 thouſand more ſtour 
f-EEhriſtians ſuck as he «was, and learn-of 
0; vem Chriſtiancourage and m:gnanimity, 
Q 


pea 
| Whatſoever I ſuffer here, is bur # Mod | 
cw, it is but ſhore. Farewel thenall th 
World; and all the thing 
And welcome to me, 
ETERNITY. 
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